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To whom coming as unto a Living Stone, diſallowed in- 
. deed of Men, bat thoſen of God and precious : Ne alſo 
as lively Stones are built up a Spiritual houſe, an holy 
Prieſthood, to offer up Spiritual Sacrifices acceptable to 
God by Feſus Chriſt. ---- Ye are a Choſen Generation, &c. 
which 1m time paſt were not a People, but gre now tie 
People of- God, 1 Pet. 2. 4, $--9, 10. | 
And even as they did not like to retain God in their knows 
ledgt, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, Rom. 
I, 28, 
God worketh all things according to the Counſel of bis own - 
will, Epheſ. 1. 11. 
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LO THY 
READER 
bad no thoughts of writing out 


 Chriftian Reader, 
*" the enſuing diſcourſe; tntil avery 
.... good friend of mine- requeſted 
' _. me, thar when I had oppbrtunity 
2. I would do -ſo much for! him, 
which [ was not very forward -tfito, nor 
relolved 2gainft - But upon fircher con- 
fideration, I did jarend according to my 
ſmall ability, and' as T had' time; to ſa- 
tisÞe his defire. *' But before Thad begun 
it, . ſeveral others alſo were as' deſirous as 
the former, both to have it written our; 
and alſo that ir ſhould be made publick. 
The. former is now done, but whether 
_ the latter deſire will be anfwered or no, 
1 yet know not, © How 
That which made me the more wil- 
ling. to grant what was deſired by my 
a } Freend 
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LIMI 


; iT the Redider?. TY 
Friend; Sd Friends was, That I might 
in ſome meaſure diſcover the abuſe of the 
Dogtine of Eletion by many of the 
Leaders of-the People, whereby many 
BlinTones being led by the Blind, fall 
into the ditch of Errqur :. And . many 
others alſo are indangered alſo fo to.,do, 
For.3s: it was ſaid- informer times by th 
Lord; concerning ſome: Teachers; ſo 
{urely;it,may.be ſaid of too many®in 
outs: £2 14, AruSs bave tranſertſfed 
pra, = Ia. 43.27, What the Scrip- 

turss.peak concerning Election  agites 
ſwegly, withthe wor of of the begirining 
of CH, to wit,.. That He, bh deed 
the Saviour of the World . And, th re- 
-fore-nothing at, all-oppoſeth them who 
. believer... But Men,1in their laterprets 
. tions; and Gloſles,; pervert thoſe.-rhings 
--which' are; more hard tobe underſtood: 
And then alfo they wrelt the other Scrip- 
cures, which are more eaſie to their own 

'and.-othexy,deſtruftion z; that they may 
; makethemagree with. their perverſions 
of the more hard, -2 Pet, 3,16, SOir is 
in 


— 2 the Reader 
in this particular inſtance. They firſt * 


deviſe and imbrace a new Dodtrine of '. . | 
EleQion; | which the Scripture knoweth 7 


not, to wir, An abſolute EleQion of 
ſome mens perſons in a. perſonal conſide. 
ration before” the World had a being : ! 
And then they deny, or confeſs not, that 
Jeſus Chriſt by the Grace of God taſted. 
Death for every Man ; or,that the Grate' 
of God brings Salvation to all men, that 
they may be ſaved, That fo there maybe 
ſome agreement in their inftructions 
which cauſe to err from the words of 
knowledge, ' But thoſe who firſt begin 
with, and learn the word: of the begin= 
ning of Chriſt; which is the foundation 


of other Do&trines, receive light there. 
from by degrees into "other Dodtrines 
which are built thereon: [And in follow- 


ing Chriſt therein, who is the: light of 
the World, they ſhall not abide in dark- 


"neſs, but the light fhill be vouchſafed, 
+ and ſhine more and foreumo themwuntil 
"the perfect day, 
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| To the Reader, | | 

Tf any ſhould fault me for not ſpeaking . 
coother Scriptures which ſome think: fa- I} 
vour their device of perſonal.Eleion,. as; 
Ats 13. 43, Rom. 8, 28--30, . &c., Let. 
them know, I have not medled with. 
them, both becauſe the word EleRion is 
no: expreſſed therein : Andalſo, and eſ- 
pecially, becauſe theſe, andother- Scrip. 
tures of like nacureare ſpoken uato alrea-' 
dy more fully and proficably then 1 can 
do by my Brethren and Helpers in the 
Lord; asby Mr, Thomas Moor Sen. in his 
Book-entitu'e | Az explicite declaration of 
the Teſtimony of Chih, from page 354s 
to 272, and page 451--457, And in his 
Treatiſe of Election, And by Mr, Fohs 
Horn in his Efays, page 24+ 26, &c, And 
therefore to chem I refer them, becauſe 
alſoT have been much morelarge then I at 
f:&intended, 


And let not them who believe the Te. 
: Kimony of God concerning Chriſt, -viz, 
Thar He ts the Son of God, and Saviour 
'of the World, deceive themſelves, in 
thinking 


 Tothe Reader, 


thinking that my only, Or principal end 


and aim in what-I have written is, to de- 
te&tthe errours of them who are enemies 
thereto: for though I have endeavoured 
ſo to do in ſome things for their. good who 
do ſo err: And to preſerve others from 


ſuch evil.and erronious Doarines, it they 


have an heart and opportunity to read this: 
YetI principally intended this diſcourſe 
todiſcover how many vain believers of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt there are, who *' 
though they are called, yet are not choſen: 
And for admonition to them, and inftry- 
Rion to all who have the form of ſound 
words, that we mightall of us, not only 
in word profeſs to believe Chriſts Goſpel, 
But ſo from the heart obey it, that we may 


'beand abide free from ſin, and become 


continually ſervants unto Righteouſneſs, 
that we may have our fruic unto Holineſs, 
and the end Ecernal Life, 


Confider-what is ſaid herein, and com- - - 

re it with the word of God, and Teſti- 

nk of Jeſus: And what agreeth cy 
wit 
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To the Reader, 
with 'embrace it, 2nd yield up; thereto: 
And if in any chingT have diſſented theres» 
from, let it be rej: Red. T ry al things 
hold faſt that _ # good, | 


voPck 24. 1 Charles Phelper, 
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Mat. 22, 14, 


For many are Called, but fe rk 
Choſen. 


E Hele Words are" iti Ges 
neral the Shutring up, 
or Coucluſion, of the 
foxe-going Patable , 
which, it may. ſeem, 
SS -our Saviour, ſpeaketh 
diretly to the Chicf 
EOS - *Pricits and Phariſces 3 
though it was ſpoken allo in the Hearing, 
and for the Good and Admonition' of 0- 
thers, of the People then preſent, and of 
the Diſciples alſo: But it appears to be ſpo- 
ken dire&ly to the Chief Prieſts and Pha- 
,riſces, Forin Chap. 21. our Saviour ſpake 
in Parables, in which. He ſignifieth how He 
ſhould be Dealt with, .aud Rejected. by the 
 Husbandmen and. Builders, Verſe 28 44. 
h B And 


&) | 
And when the chief Prieſts and Phariſces 
had hcard His Parables, they percdved%; hat 
He ſpake of them, Ver. '5; AndthisChap, 
22, thus. beginueth 4, Jeſs anſwered and 
ſpake unto them again b, Parables,” and*ſaid, 
&c. Ver. 1. As alſo,and further appeareth 
by what is ſaid ig, this Chapo22. 15. 

And it appears, That this Parable is 
Propnetieal,, thewing, before-hand the Sute 
ferings of Chriſt, and the Glory that He 
ſhonld receive there-throu h : And: then, 
_ God's Grace to the Fews, together with 

their, -Ugworthinc(s. geyerally, . Vers... 
And gn their Rejection of the- Golſhcl,Gc 
Mercy to us. Gentiles | cet thi bh 
Rejectign of Chriſt, whe 


Apoft! Fd artd Fall therehs 


to us. Gentiles, for to p Che 
-Jouſie,. Wk 13-46, 47. agd/28.2 els 
I1,12,),And the Inig F * of ras ES af 
the Gextiles after, Calicd and brought into 
the Houle, Ver. $8, 9q,—c12.— 
 ;And this 7 erſe, we have propounded' to 
Tpeak quto, contains in it particatarly the 
Ny of God's great” dilpleafednefs with, 
and ſeverity, * to 
> 1. More. remotely a 29Ainiſt the Jews, who 
it away the nd r God, -and Judged 
chenuelyes unworthy of Eternal Life 
(Which was their” 6yn, not God's Fore- 
judg- 


79 
judgment.) Ae 33, 45, 45; © Mat. 22.7. 
2. And: morc immcdiately againſt the une - 

worthy .Gentiles,. or. the Man indchnitely 

that .had}.not on,,the Wedding Garment. 

Concerning, whem He gives this Charge to 

the Servants. . Bind him band and: foot, and 

caſt him... into. exiter, Darkneſs , .there - ſhall 
be. Weeping and . Gnalbing of Teeth, 


Ver:11.1:3., Fo, which He .ſubjayns ihe 


Ifay, ; as the Reaſqu of His being ſo,ang 
with,..and Incenſed, againſt the IEA. 
both Tews and Geniiles.. For many are Cal- 
led, but few are Choſen, 
» Ja. the former part. of which Words, to 
wit, .| Many are Called}. let us inquire and 
conf? der, 

i To what are, the many Called, and 
upon what Account? 

Il;: By whom are the 'many Called? 

IN. Why faith He {| Many] are Called, 
and not. | AL? | 

LV.: To,what: [a they Called ? And 
this, will lead us to theJatter part, .. 

Fiſt, To whatarc the many Called, and 
upon what Account ? 1 
_... They arc called to the Marriage and 
Marrnage-feaſt, which God hath prepared 
in, the Perſon of Jcſus Chritt our Lord: $» 
1-15 aid, 1he Kingdom of Heaven 1, like u4- 
20 a certain King which made a Marri, ze for 


B : b;s 


" (i) 
his Sun. ' And ſent — to call them that yen 
bidden, to the Wedding. — Again he ſent. 
ſaying, Tell them which 'axe  bidden,” behold, 
T have prepared my Dinner , ——Come want, 
the Marriage, Ver. 2. 4.'' "And when theſc 
firſt bidden Gueſts, the Fews, refuſed and 
made light of it, he commands again. - Gy 
ye, into the High-ways (unto the Gentiles) 
and as many as ye ſhall find, bid tothe Marr. 
age, Ver. 8, 9, 10. And ſo it is to the 
Marriage, and Marriage-feaſt , there-with 


and thereby prepared to which the many are} 


Called, Bidden and Invited. 

Now the Marriage to which they are Cal- 
led, figniheth not. only, as ſotne ſay, the 
_ Feaſt prepared 3 though that may be, and 
is included alſo: Bur firftly and' principally 
the Marriage it ſelf, which the King of Hea= 
ven, . the moſt High God, thc Pofleſſor of 
Heaven and Earth (who 15 indeed a great 
King,. Mal. x. 14.) made for His Son, His 
only Begotten Son Tn which the Divine 
and Humane Nature were Married and Uni- 
ted in'a cloſe, and Perfonal Union, 'in the 
Perſon of the Word, the- Son of God; 
which was, the Root and Cauſe of that: Pro- 
viſion prepared for us:. And to which Men 
are Called, tothe end they might come.to 
and be FEſpouſed unto Jeſus Chriſt, This,” 


| 


I conceive, is firſt meant” and intended by 


the 


| IN/ 


(5) 
the Marriage here ſpoken of, that in which 
the Word was made Fleſh. Foraſmuch as the 
Children were partakers of Fleſh aid Blood, 
He.alſo. Himſelf likewiſe took, part of the ſame: 
That a our Nature: He might. be further 
Abaſed-for tis, that:He might take! out, of 
the-way al that was contrary to us, .and ob- 
tain intoHinelf all 2he firlneſs of Grace and 
Truth; John-1. 1,3, 14+: Heb. 2.434. This 
is the firſt Branch- inthe Myſterie,of; Godli- 
TY neſs, God was manifctt_in the Fleſh, x Tim. 
L 3. Laden being: made of a Woman,: He 
wasunder the Law, -as Mankind was fallen 
underit, yet without Sin” Aud had the Sins 
and: Trefpaſſes. of -:the' World; imputed. to; 
ad and Jaid upon Him: God made Him: to, be 
ly Sin for.as, :who knew no fin, Gal. 4: 4-with 
i | Ron 3419.2: Gor. 5.19.21, And in and 
of by-this Matriage He was fitted and-prepared 
C | tobe: Wounded for:owt Tranſgretſions; ,and 
5 | Bruiſed: for: our':Inwuities, and | to; Taſte 
© | Dath/forns, (cver? that firſt Death, -which 
- | was the: Wages ofour $1it Sin and Sinful- 


neſs: :A5 there itus: ſaid; My Oxen' and. Fat- 
lings ar! killed; | Mat.:2 244; Chriſt our Paſs- 
over-hath:been Killed-and Sacrificed for ns, 
| TI Corc5a7.” And 19,; That whereto Men 
| areCAlkdtiritof a8, tas? to the Beholding, 
"View; and Belief of the: Abalement and 
Death'of;the only:\Begotten Son of God in 
\ B 3 the 


(6) 
the Nature of Man, which is indeed' the fl 
proctiring Cauſe of all 'the- Glory conferred ; 
upon *it' in His Perfon,"-r'Cor. 15. 3s Gal, 
3. Phil.\2. 6p. Jobs 4 35- with Chap, 
Io. 17. Revi 5,13. becauſe all :that 
is Treaſured up in Chrifvis che Purchaſe: and 
Procurement” of HisCrols and Sufferin 
therefore-the Goſp eb'is called, The Preachs 
ang © of the- Cru , f ang of Chriſt. Crucified, 
1 Cor. F. -I7,1 224% 248and: SP 2.1 2; 
Gab 3.1% and Chap, 6,\xgs!! -: + 

And toptther' herewith;alſo chey., r&Cabb 
led'arito; the: Marriage-fealt”; 3. or-'2inner, 
which 1s -prepared by® means of the Suffer. 
ings '6f/Qhitift, in /the!IVirtue. wheref He 
15 ralſt@ipain, ih whithall things ariready: 
WWhidlt ih a like' Patable:to this, 2Zzkt 14, 
16,191 Sealed; <4prett Supper :> Greatiitte 
deed; forin-it all things are ready. / Andit 
15'eall&d;' a-Lupper 3 becauſe orice.in'thetnd 
< dr Evening) of>the World Chriit apfcared 
ro piit away Sin'by the! Sicritice-of Himſelf, 
Heb.$.26. © This:Parpoſe and: Grade was 
givewin- Chriſt beforethe- Ancient; br :Agie 
Times: But in thels laſt Fimes;\all- \Things 
are iow actually 


red! 2 Tir. '1;19;10. 
ſoas in Himthere' is a,Juſtiacation from the 
Guilt-of our tirlt Sin and Siatulneſs;: Rom 3. 
22,23: and'5..418; 'theaboliſhing/ot- qurAſt 
Detth,! '2 Tim, I. to. UA Victory obtained 
by | 


TTDVOl 


by. Him-over all our © Encmics, Heb, 2. 14. 
ohn 12. 31. Pſal.” 98.1. And'in Him there 
15 Redemption through His Blood, cven 
the, Forgiveneſs of our following: Sins, 4@&; 
13 -38, 29. And;Hehath brought. itrever- 
Hfting Righteouſnefs, Gal.2. 21. *And Ye 
ceived the Spirit Without meaſure, Foba's. 
34. ATE. 33. 1o Him arc' hid alt” he 
Treaſures of wif: of ind Knowttds!. Col. 
- 3* He i is full'of Grace'and Truth, 79 
1. 14,16. God hathpiven us. ternal” Lite, 
and; this. Life. is.in His Son, 1-172 510,11. 
a, in Himit ha thplcaſed che Father, that 
3tl Fulneſs ſhould dwell, Col. 1:1819:and 
2.9.30. He is "Gforiticd in cur Nature 
with the Father own felt, with the Glory 
He had: with Hitt before the World was, 
Fobn 17.4,5. | A} Things that the Fathcr 
hath-are His,” Fob# 16. 15. The Father ſo 
loveth the Sou" care He lad: down His 
- afe for 1 5 that” ethight take* is np agam, 
WRMG: Ay aha all -Things" ited © His 
Tand; Un Spiticnh: Bleffi n8s 1n Heayeuly 
thipgs; all thiogs that pertain to Life and 
RE ' And all Power both <4: Y 
ang inFarch, Fabit 19.17. wr Chap 33 
Mal: 28. 18. By  meags 7-H 
Ei RIFE for us, rhere is Feat Prc- 


paredfor us, -L Gor- I WM A* Feaſt of fi 
\ Things, of Wines on the Les, 0 | f things 
as - 26 4 , ful \ 


(8s 


fall of Marrow, of Wines on the Lees wed 


Refined, ſa. 25, 6.: Prov..g. 1, 3- And tt 
this Marriage-fealk allo are Men Called; and 
Bidden, . that they might. partake hereof 
and their Souls. be ried herewith as with 

Marrow and Fatneſs, Iſa, 55 1,22 3r | 
And fo that whereto men are Called, is 
to Jcſus Chritt and Him Cruciſied, and that 
excellent 2nd; compleat Preparation provi» 
ded in Him ; They are called into the Grace 
of Chrilt: Jeſus, .Gal, 1.6.  The' Spirit © 
Chriſt in the Prophets did teſtific before hand 
of the Sufferings of+ Chriſt, and the. Glory 
that ſhould follow, ' And theſe things are 
now Reported to. us in_ the Goſpel with the 
Holy; Ghoſtſent down from Heayen, I Pet, I. 

31279, with Luke 24. 25227+ .. 

Chriſt, God. the Father was,” And j is, 


ers;* 
May .c tus weary: to reft, and this_is the 
| £4, berth 16. Bebold,, fi he, 
- 200, Servant whom I uphold, &c., Is 7 5 wh. 
7. He bears Witneſs of Him and* Chriſt 

D - the-Sum of his Teaching, that every 
.that hath Heard and hath Learned. of 


;thezFather cometh unto Him, obs 5.31, 
"7 0g 6.45. 

Unto, Himſelf. Jeſus Chriſt alſo Calleth 
. men; Heſaith, Look unto me all the ends of 
#/20 


Gallagand Dirc&ing men: To the Teaches. 
faid,. This F he Reſt wherewith Jo. 


(9) 


wel be Earth, 'and' be ye ſaved: For T am a 
d talfGod 211d a Saviotr, and*there is none os ar 
andſie, 11445; 21, 23. with Phil. 2. 8,9, 16. 
reof And He ſaith, Behold me. behold me, unto 
vichſh; Nation that was not called by His Name, 
Ifa. 65. 1. Thou ſhalt; faith the Father, 
Call a Nation which Thou kneweſt not, to 
wit, utito Thy ſelf; for ſo much 1s ſignified 
in what follows : And Nations that k knero not 
Thee, ſhall run unto Thee, &c.: Ifa- 55; 5; Mll 
things, fith our Saviour, | are delivered unto 
me of my F ather, 8c. Come vinto me——I 
will give you reft, Ta. 4.9.1. 6. Mat. 11; 27, 
Acy 28. John 7. 37,38.— 
heÞ It is alfo the' Work 6f hike Holy Spirit, 
I. ſto Lift np'the Son of Manias Moſes lifted 
c bp the Sexpent-in the Wilderrie(s, that Men 
Is, | night lookunto, and believe'in Him . To 
he. bear Witneſs '6f Jeſus Chriſt -' To take '6f 
ye. ff His things, His-Abafemeut, \Death, Reſue- 
he | rection and Glory, and to ſhew unto us': 
And therefore alſo He is called; the Spirit of 
Chrift, John-3;5,6,14. and 15.26. and 16, 
14,15, ART 5. 30, 32. Rom. $.9. 1 Pet. 
a II, 
' Yea, the ohe God; Father: word, wy 
> Holy Spirit, beareth "His. Record of Jeſts 
Chriſt, and this is/ the Record, *that- God 
1 | hathgiven' us Etetnal Life, and 'this Lite is 
F | in His Son, r Joby 5. 7,10,11, Yea, tg 
p Hin 
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;Him all theholy ,Ones.call: us the Spa 
.and: the - Bride. ſay, Come3.. to Wit, wnt 
Chriſt: And let him. that heazerh tay, ;Cony 
\&c; Rev, 22.16,.17» 
. And hereby.we may. ſee a2 Es fa 
ly. and madneſs} of Men, . Who farlake, 0 
'come not unto the Lord; the-Fountain C 
\Living Waters, but hew them-ouc Ciltergs 
Hroken Cilterns.. that. can hold:no. Wat 
fere:2. 1238.24 £4 ann FT; 
:And,it might. Le and Pi vake us al 
ito obey this; heavenly -Call,, Poor run until! 
Chriſt, -becauſe, of the Lord his God, and 
for the EY One of Ijr zel, .who bath Gloſi; 


Inj EN J and. ulplayd che 
POLL oody 2 nd His-Excel- 


cy and re ay by. MEaus. fheres # : 
r eſcape, befoxe us in the,Goſpel L 
Adel 
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lng and Iaxiting, us -unto.. Beyer I 
bo 5. With jJobn. 13: 315, 32+; "Oh! let 21s 
.not tyrn.ageaf Ear. to this, Ca 11; but a, 4s 
incline our, Ears'and come unto Hin, let ws 
. that-our {Squls may. live &c, Tfe..55 ; 

Es Congdering, : alſo that. which” log. # 
th. Namely, 

bc: The Agcount; and! Ground upon, ow 
Men are Called unto. this.  Maxrlage ,j 
;Marriage-feaſt,,-is, becauſe. it.was intended 
and prepared for them :, 1f,t the Trumpet., giar 
- uncertain Jawnd, who fall prepure bim- 


4 


(ES, 
Bſelf ro the Battel? : 1 Cor..14. $. But '{o 
doth not this/Trumpet in the glorious; Goſs» 
pel of God: for as-it'gives a joyful, ſound,Þſal. 
$9. 15. ſoalſoa certain one... Gods Month 
hath therein: ſpoken: Truth, aud. Wickedneſs 1s 
an Abomination: to His LiÞs-:2 All the Worgs 
of. His: Mouth: are -in Righteouſneſs, {here 3s 
ncthing: froward, or wreathed in them, T'xov. 
'8.6,8:> This is-a faithful, Saying, and.,wor- 

MN -thy- of. all Acceptation3-it is both .truc.and 
"JF . Good, that Chriſt Jelus came, ito the World 
ff -to-faved Smnetrs: Sinnerszindehaitely, and 
5 without>:exchufrom of, any, ,.1 Tim. e;45- 
[This His: Marriage | of.0ur; Nature.is, aud 
el, -was by-afti Heaveuly- Meſſenger proclaimed 
F 0: be Glad tidings of great jay 29,all people, 
# | Luke 2,,x0, r4, 14+; And Chriſt had-the 
"ol tTreſpafits 'of the- World; imputed, to. Hin, 
'#] 12 Cor. $1p921.  Andby the; Grace of, God 
!F] .He taſted; Death: for Every, man, Heb. 2.9. 
" And 11s Riſen again forchefſuſtihcation 7 
*| :that os verily as: all have fanned, in the faſt 
3'] >Publick/Man; and are. come ſhort..of the 
i: Glory: 6f:God::-. So. alfo,, they arc :Juſiificd 
4 vfredly /by/ God's Grace through that . Re- 
od , demption :that. is in-:Chrift Jeſus, Rom. Zo 
| 22,24{and$5. 18. And/in Him there is, a 


- Feaft i prepared -for.; all - People, Iſa. 2.5.6. 
” | . Forgiveneſs, of Sins for all Nations, -Lxke 


fl 2447+ Adis 26. 17,:13.: . Rightcouſnets vr 
| a 
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all," Rom.3. 22." Ta. 61.11. Eternal: Lift! 
for all Mankind; while it-is: called to day, tl 
'x Fobn 5. 10,11, 12." A Salvation prepared© 
before the Face of all ' People: © Neither 0 


there Salvation'in eny' other, Luke 2. 30, 31, 
Acts 4- 12. Andivn this Ground it 1s that 
men-'are-Invited'ito-come to. this Marriage, 


and Marriage-feaſt becauſe it wasmade; andÞ 
"made ready for them,” even for! Fews 'antl® 
Gemtiles,” and {© : conſequently fot' all -Man-fj 


kind; Mat.#2.378; 9; x0. 'Lxke 14: 16.24, 
'On this account His'Servants have been pro- 
-voked and excited to Intredt:2nd Beſcech 
"racy generally f6'teceive the:Graced of God 
-to'purpoſe:* The Thve of Chtift-did con- 
firain them, "to perſwade”meri to came/unto 
"Felus Chrift; becaufe they thus jadged;: thit 
if 'orie died for'al}, then” were'altdead, aid 
that He died-for a} &c. - And: after they 
"had" given an'kceotint of the Miniftry of Re- 
coniſrion with they had received; ito wit, 
that God was it Chriſt (when one died for 
-all, *dndroſe again)” Reconcilmghthe>World 
-unto Himſelf, rotimparting;their/Trefpaſſts 
-untothem, but'unto Chriſt, they ſay ; Now 
"therefore we are Ambaſſadours for: Chriſt, 
"as though' God did' beſcech you:by:us, «we 
pray you in Chrifts ſtead be ye reconciled un- 
to God, 2 Cor. 5.11, 14, 15, 19, 20; 21. 
and6., 1, Fobx3. 14/16. and 4- 42. .\ —_ 
the 
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Liffthe Lord maketh Proclamation and Invita- 


day,tion-to every Thirſter, both: to ſuch as thirſt 
ared out of neceflity, and to ſuch alſo as thirſt 
out of delight; having taſted the Graciouſs 
31, {neſs of the Lord 3'and faith, Ho, every oye 


hat 
126 
and 
ank 


AN. 


that thirſteth, come 'ye to the Waters, and be 

hat hath no money; &c. Andito mgye them 
hereto, He faith; Bebold,T have.given Him for 
4 Witneſs : For a: Witneſs of His Love and 
Faithfulneſs: He hath ſo lovgd 8he World that 
He hath given His only begotten Son, 20 be the 
Saviour of it,- that allmen throwgh Him might 
believe, John 3.16,19. and 1.7. 1John 4. 
14. And hence exhorts-men, To ſeek the 
Lord while 'He- mtay be found, 'and call xpox 
Him while He' is'near. Yea, The Wicked to 
forſake his ways, and the man of Iniquity his 
thoughts," aud to return unto. Him, and He will 
bave Mercy, &c. "Wa. 55. 1.4,6,7. Here is 
a-200d acconnt and ſure ground given in the 
Goſpel, bothfor the Servantsito Call, fo.as 
they thall not runat uncertainty, nor fight - 
as' thoſe that beat the Air: But may both 
Preacly to 'any man, or every man, as they 
have - opportunity , and- Pray. for them, - 
Without wrath; though they be their Ene- ' 
rhiesz and without doubting ; whether 
God bears any iggod Will to'them or no: 
Fer they may certainly. know and conclude, 
God-will have all men to be ſaved. and come 
ro 


(14 
£0; wh knowledg: of the Truth : Becagl, 
Chriſt gave Himſelf a Ranſome and Price gf 
Redemption to-God forall, a Teſtimony ig 
dae time, - And'for thoſe who are, Callec 
who from hence may. be- Incouraged upg 
principles of. Certainty and.Truth to cons 
'unto Him, an' whom-dwelleth all the F 
neſs of the:Godhead bodily, and :in whom 
Is all Compleatacſs: prepared and treaſuref 

*npfor us. + \A4ng: whoſoever believeth in Hin 
ſol never” be aſhamed nor confounded, Luke 

6.27, 36. 1: Cor:9. 26, 1 Tin. 2.4,6, 8 
And ſo much.for the firſt Inquiry... 

-\t Secondly, By, whomare the many CalledM. 
-By:the' Seryants Inftrumentally. and Mil. 
niſteriatly; andeſpecially by. the Apoſtles:mfſ- 

Theſc laft days, For, as we-have ſaid, owf: 
Saviour-in thisiFarable ſpeaketh Propheti. | 
cally of the, Goſpels being Preached untoy|, 
Jews and Gentiles, after He had finiſhed thief 
Work'the Father gave. Him to! do' upon. the] 
Exth:Andafter His Dzath;ReſurreQion, Al 
cenfion,” Receipt of; and ſending forth theſ: 
Holy Spiritin His Name, in and- by which 
. His Apoſtles were htted- and furuithed- to 
Preach the-Gofpel according, to the Revela-|, 
xioh of the Myttery : Foruantil then the Ser-| 
vantshad notCommiſiion.and Furniture ty 
Preach among-»the Gentiles the unſcarchable|| 

Riches of iChrift, . And though when Chriſt 
| was 
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us, was riſen from the Dead, He gave Com-/ 
<ON miffion to\His: Apoſiles, to go itito all the 
ip World ,and Preach the' Goſpel 'to every 
ec Creature of 2llithe' Nations 3 yet they were 
POM by Him cormanded- to tarry at Feruſalem, 
on until they wereIndued with Power froni on 
oy Highs that they might be fitted and- inabled 
th put in Execution that? Authority -and 
Icommiſlion they had received, 'Mark, x6: x5. 
WI Mat.28. 18;1'9. Luke 24. 47,49. And then 
wy they were to! be Chriſts Witneſſes unto all 
men of what they had ſeen andheard. And 
©. Nl-yet thous by the Servants here are meant, 

ed; *the Apoltles principally,yet not only: For- thi 
Mi 'Bride- in general ſaith, Come*© 'And the that 
5 ME ſhearcth Is - -eoimmanded: to ſay, Come; Rev. 
oul: 52.17. Andfſothe many arc Called- by the 
el}: Servants of the | King indefinitly,' though 
nto principal Reſpect 1s had to the Apoſtles. So 
much is plainly ſignihed: to us in this Chap. 
the *ter, that the many Called are called to'this 
Af Marriage,” and Marriage-feaſt by the Ser. 
theſ"v2nts $0 it is faid as'with reſpect to the 
ich Fews : The King ſent forth bis Servants to 
WI call them m were bidden to the Wedding, 

1a Mat.22.3. Again, Heſent forth other $ef- 
1] nints, Vee 4. And when' the firſt invited 
9] Gueſts refuſed and difpitefally uſed them3' he 
bel: ith to his Servants, The Wedding is ready, 
rift but they which were bidden were uot worthy : 
VasSl Go 
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Go-ye therefore "mts the Highways, 8c. i 
ehoſe Servants went out into the High-waylll © 
and . gathered together all, as many. as the 
found, Ver. 8,9,10, And indeed it is th 
Work of the Faithfu] Servants of the great 
King, not to Commend, or Preach them 
ſelves, but. Jeſus Chriſt the Lord, 2 Cor, 
4+.5- - Andnot to Diſciple men unto the 
ſelves, but to call and'Eſpouſc them to on 
Husband, that they might be preſented as all | 
chaſte Virgin unto. Chrift, Ads 20.28, 3offl 
2 Cor. Ty+ 1,253+ | Their great Buſineſs is} 
to bear Witneſs of -Chriſt, of His Sufferings, 
andof what He .hath thereby done and obs 
tained into: Himſelf, and is: become. and is} 
And of what; He, is now doing, . both fronfi | 
Heaven in the Name of the Father to us: 
,And- in Heaven with the Father for us} 
And what. He will do hereafter, Joon 15} - 
27. As 5, 30,32. 1Pet. 5.1. Heb. 13.7.0) - 
»And not to proc}aim their own goodneſs, aff / 
_the moſt . men do, Prov. 2c. 6. that men : 
. might; admire ' them, or have their Faith 
. ſtanding in their -Wiſdom ;- Goodnels, off : 
Holinels, 1 Cor. 2. 1,5. AGs 3.12. But tof - 
_Confefs, Praiſc, and Call men_unto Him, : 
:1n;whom dwelleth all the Fulneſs z that inf : 
. coming unto,..aud believing 'in Him, they 
.might of His Fulneſs receive, and Grace for: 
IFRS to us td Li i540 | 
= | But 


+ 58 But 'thongh they are called by-the:Sers 
if vants inftrumentally 3-yetinot by them only: 
The King ſends'them”'notalone on-this Er- 
rand of His ;' but He-accompanies them by 
the Light, Tnfluenceand Power of His Blef- 
{ed Spirit, in- their plain and faithftil Mini- 
firation : 'So much informer Times-was fig- 
nified tous: -As;* in that Scripture like to 
ff this, and whereto,/ 1t may ſcem, - our Savi- 
d our referreth in -this Parable, Prov. 9. 1, 3. 
Wiſdom hath -Builded. her- Houſe, She' hath 
hewen out her ſeven Pillars; She! hath kille4 
sll ber killing, She hath mingled ber Wine, She 
hath alſo furniſhed her Table: She bath ſent 


is: forth © her Maidens, | She] crieth upon the 
| higheſt places 'of the City, &c. Though She 


| ſent-them forth to call others into the Houſe, 
yet Her Preſence goes: along with them 2 
And not' only they'Cry and Call;: but alſo 
She crieth.  Doth dt Wiſdom'cry,* and Vi- 
deiftandings put forth her Voice ?- She" ftand- 
eth 2n+he top of High places, — She efveth at 
the Gates of the City; Unto you; O men, 
ICall, and my Voice is to the Sous 'if Man. 

0 She-{crnds forth her Spirit” in and with Her 
Im Servanits: that they: might be ſucceſsful-In- 
ſrumentsin-Her hand, Prov. 8. 1, 4,5. with 
Chapi x:'20, 23. -$0 our Lord Jeſus when 
He gave Authority to His Apoſtles to Diſci- 


DT a 


' them}, and; make their Word powerful, 


| the tiff-necked Jewrz Who: Were Ungixcumy 
© 


"7 C18 

al Kagicns, Ee To Incourage then 
unto, this their Service, and againſt all chei 
Diſcouragements- -He-; graciouſly affureth 
them, that He would -be with them always 
{and not at ſome times-only) unto: the endif}. 
of the World. - And that He was faithfu} 
who promiſed, another Evangeliſt informs 
us, ſaying, they went forth Preaching the 
Goſpel every where, | the Lord working. 
with them, Mat, 28. 18, 29. with Mark 
.16+.1.5-20, 'Hencethey are faid to be Work: 
ers together' with Him, 2 Cor. 6.1. And 
he that.deſpifeth and rejeRteth His Servants 
in their faithful Miniſtration of the Goſpel, 
xejeGerh not Man-but| God, who: alſo hath 
given- to- them His Spirit to accompany 


x-Theſs 4:8 And; hence they are in-every] 
phce: @ $/o Soy unto God. of Chriſt, ll 
2 Gor-24 1 He is. verily and continy- 
ally o pre bo — them. by-the Power.and 
Influence of His -blefſed Spirit in their fin- 
cere peaking the Word of. Chriſt, as that, 
He '#hat hearetb- them beareth.. Him, and-be 
that recerveth them receiveth Him. even Chriſt 
and Him- that ſent Hime ' Aud-he +bat, de- 
Piſeth them -defpiſeth.Chriſt, and Him:bat ſent | 
Him, Mat; 10.40. with Luke 10.16., Hence 


©} cil 
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ciſed it heart and cars, are ſaid, in oppo* 
fing and rejeting His Servants the Pro* 
phets, to have always refilted the Holy Spi® 
ritz which they could not have done, had 


'not the Holy Spirit been always preſent 


with them, and atfiftant to them, A@s 7. 


51,52. Nth.g9.30, Iſa.63. 10. And this 


Conſideration, that the many arc Called by 


the Servants, the Lord working with them, 


may be of uſefulneſs unto us. Þ 

I. Toſhew untous the evil and falleneſs | 
of mens ſayings, in which they divide and 
ſeparate the Word of Chriſt in the faithful 
Miniftration of it. from the Spirit, and ſay: 
It 15 true, many men are alth Ca] ed with an 
outward Call; but they are not;Called with 
an inward andeffeQual Call » The Servants 
fpeak to their outward Ears, but God by 
His Spirit ſpeaketh not unto the Hearts of 
them; The contrary to what they ſay plain- 
ly appearcth to'be true, in what hath been 
ſaid from the Scriptures of Truth. God 
is certainly preſcnt in_ and with 'His .own 
Word, that it might :be. received by 1nen. 
As the Apoſtle frgnitteth « 1 bave planted, 
Apollo watered, but God gave the Increaſe. So 
then, neither.is he that Plantethiany thing, 
neither he that Watercth : But God that gi- 
veth the increaſe. For we-are Eabourers 
| WS - ropes 
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coocther with :God, &c. "The Apoſtle fneh 
not, as many do in their Gloffes:corruptly; NE 
and injuriouſly. to. the Fext,; and: Souls of 
Men ; Paul may plant and Apdia 'water,bat Gud 
muſt give the'Jucreale. Tn which laying they 
Imply, that the former maybe without the 
Hhtter-:- But the Apoſtle evidently aſſures us, 
not that God Mult only,, but that He doth 
give the/Tncreaſe, whether 'men receive it 
or not. And therefore when He ſpeaks iii 
the time paſt, of theit Eabouving, He ſpeaks 
in the "time 'paft of Geds Co-operation.- -Þ 
have planted, : but- God: gave, &'c.. And 
whenin the: time preſent of the former, hs Þ 
fo alſo fpeakethief 'the latter. Par plant- 
eth, ApoHo'wmereth,” but God giveth the: I12 
creaſe. Tt is*true indeed; we are to diſtins || 
gniſh betweery the Word, and Spirit, but Þ: 
not'to divide::between them, as if when 
ever God+ſends. His Servants to Preach the 
Goſpel; He doth not vouchlafe His Spirit 
to $0 along with them, which is not: true; - 
1-Eor. 3. 5,7, 9. - Nor 15: it ſafe or good for 
any. to conclude. fron the: event, that be- 
cauſe menureceive not; therefore God gives 
not : For: God may give and: yet men-not- 
receive.:, God may turn mext,: and yet mem 
may not; be: eventually. turned : God may 


| draw meh. untp Chriſt, and yet they may ||; 
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Sotcome; but break his Bands afunder, and 


aſt away his cords from them: God may 


-FPorge, and yer men through their ſtubborn- 


'Eneſs may not be purged , his goodneſs may 
lead them to Repentance, who: yet are noC 
Jed thereby to it, but may torſake Him when 
He leads them by the way, Neb. 9. 20,26. 
Ais.26. 18. Haſ.' 11. 4,5. Jer.'5- 5. Ezek. 
24. 13s Rom. 2. 4, 5. Chriſt; = Good ' 
and Faithtul Sower, -{oweth the g00d" Seed, 

the Word of the Kingdom; * 4in the; Hearts of 
the worſt fort of Hearers; to the end. they 
might Believe and he Saved: And tt would ' 


Fcffect this in them, did they not: ſuffer the 


Devil to ſteal away that which was ſown 
ix their hearts, Mat. 13, 19. with Luke S. 

12. Andcertainly, theretore alſo the Goſs 
pel 15. called, The Miniſtration. of the 'Spi-+ 


Lzit, becauſe it doth (6. intallibly accompany - 


Itin the faichful Preaching thereof, that they. 
that Preach the Gre, Miniſter the other, 
2Cor. 3. 6, 8. \ Gal.3. 2 5. Andihence: als 
the Words of Chriſt-are aid to be Spirit, and 
Lifez/.and the Spirit is ſaid to be- tle Word: 
of God; fobx 6. 63. with Epheſ. 6.17 
2. This Con{iderationallo may Incourage 
lis Servants; who! bring good: Fidings, to: 
vet :thein /np::1nto the high Mountains, 'to 


FLitc up xheir} Voices with. frengthy to L'tt 


thern ups and not be afraid, or aſhamed of 
C3 tNCIp 
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their Meſſage, becauſe His Spirit remaineth 
with them, Hap, 2.5. This is contained 
in Gods-Covenant with Chriſt, and them 
that turn from Tranſgrethon in_Facob 3 that 
his Spirit that is upon'Chrift, and his words 
which he hath put into his Mouth, hall not 
depart out -of his Mouth, nor out of the 
Mouth of his Seed (the Apoſtles and firſt 
Traſters in Chriſt) nor out of the Mouth 
cf his Seedsſeed (thofe that believe on Chrift 
through the Apoſtles Word, fokn 17.20,22,) 
faith Jehovah, from henceforth, and for ever; 
His Spirit and His Words: go together infes 
parably;. in the Mouth of His Servants; So 
that, while they ſpeak His Words- to. the 
outward Ears of men, His Spirit ſpeaks to 
the Hearts of. men ; And thence He exhort. 


| nl, ot Wy Pole go 3» PA 4 M2 at 4a wh, 0 hg ly 


En FBI, » fv ” { 
20, 2.3. and 69, 1, Alas, otherwiſe Hisf x 
Servants might be diſcouraged and aſhamed, |] j 
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Jabour to: bring forth, yet they will brin 
forth nothing. but the Wind 3 they. can o 


netther will the Inhabitants of the Lack | 
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Men -hefore them. :2 Cors 3.5« Iſa. -2617,1S.. 


nedBBue now,! this may-Incourage them to Lift- 


up the; Hands that hang down, and. con; 


natY frm their-eble Knees, that the Great Kingy 


E will be-with their: Mouth iu ſpeaking. His, 
| Word; ſo as, where the Word of this King; 
Ris; there alſo thall be Power going along, 
{with it, Eccleſc 8.4 with Loke 4-18, 32; 


Hence the Apoſtle ſaith, -T am not albamed of: 
the Goſpel of Chriſt; for it 15. the Powerof Gad; 
&. Rom. I. 16.) Go ye, forth : therefore, 
ye Servants of the Lord; in this your might, 
holding forth the Word of Life z+hath;not, 
Heiſene you, whoſe. Preſence ſhall go along. 
with you? He willinot leave you. nor ore. 
fake you, Fudg. 61.1.4» 

- 3+ It 'may- alſo, Admoniſh His. Seryants, 
to declare the Teſtimony of God',without 
Excellency, of Speech, 'or of Wiſdom Secs: 
ing He. hath promiſed to, be always: with, 
them-3 and -faithful.is He that hath-promie 


| {d, who alfo will do: it.'. Let them\make. 


uſe of quaint Language, - inticing.iWords,, 
and Excellency of mans \Wildom,|\(if\they, 
pleaſe) who think.they may, or. know\.got 
but they do go alone; Buthe thit hath Gods 
Word, let bm {peak Gods. Word faithfully? 
What is their Chaf} to this Wheat t kr 708 
His Word like as a Fire? And like an Hame: 
P13! C 4 mer 
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mer that breaks the! Rock, ins pieces ?Jeni'2'y; 
28;-29, 'Tt arguesaſeret frarand: jealoulie 
in men; as -if the Gofpe of Chrift' were 4 
Weak, Forceleſs, *$piritlels: Dod@rine, ' aid: 
riedded forewhat of: mats” to! tmakeit pow- 
exfaF; "When they deliver-it in- the: Words, 
or with*the Arguments, - which mans' wil: 
dotnceachet!h: And'in-thus doing they are: 
ſo far from making it'more Effeual, or 
Saviadt& men, that they. render it Infozcil 
ble 21h@" Inefficacious," cauſe they. thus 
ofrge et the Word: of God, 2 Cor. 2. T4. 17. 
Chriſt ſet me-, 'Gith 'the Apoſtle — to 
moot. berth] 168 91#h-wiſdom of Words.leſt 
theCrofs of Chriſt ſhoultl'be made of none effe@. 
For the Preaching of the Groſs (even this'man-- 
nefof: Preaching "it, without wiſdom of 
Words #the fooliſhneſs of Preachiuy)- is to 
thera Sar") periſh Fooliſhieſs, but unto us that 
are: frke- 3s 'the\ Power of God, 1 Cor. 1: 
17489297 The weapons of their W arfave, 
DIST a0 after the' fleſh, atter'the Wiſdom 
of >" Grifdahee” thereof. are:mot © Carmal, but 
Nightydhidugh God,ctothe pulling dows Brong 
Co Cafe, down Traarmations, &c. 2. Cor. 
22)% Ya 5g» #Tt is 200d t therefore for ante” 
Sex ES! Calling*men*to' the Marria 

#nd MON feaſt. t6 beware of Phitoſ> - 
phy-and v7 n Deceit, \'Vca, and to- chuſe. 
TIN"; rather 


ELLE LEPREREEEPRPRPE SS TR. Do. Se Oo © = >oI0_7 0 


(25) 


| rather to ſpeak five. Words with their un 
| derſtanding, that they may Teach others 


e x} alſo, then Ten Thouſand, words in an un- 


known Tongue 3 for in {0 doing, 'they do 


| as to the Generality of men ſpeak into the: 


Air: Yea, are unprofitable to all, and not 
underſtood by the moiſt of men, x Car.14.19. 


F And to that eng, its needful bath to deny 
I defires of vain Glory: Aſwel as allo to conſe: 


der, that the plain and fooliſh Preaching; of 
the Goſpel is, the Way God hath pitcht up- 
on for Saving men: -And: how weak or 
foolith foever this 'Way appears to-the Wiſe: 
oncs, yet, the Foaliſhneſs: of God is Wiſer 
then men, and. the Weakneſs. of God is 
frronger 'then. men, x Cor. 1-21, 24, 25. 
Col. 2. 8, 9, 10, - Oh: then how doth it be- 


hove His Servants, ſeeing they have ſuch: 


hope, to uſe _ great plainneſs of Speech }. 
And not as Moſes, who put a Vail over his 
Face, &c.. /2 Cor. 3.6, 12, 13+" © To renounce 
the bidden things: of Diſhoneſty, wot walking 

in: Craftineſs,/ nor handling the Word of God 
| enmendres bit by mani 99390 of the Ho 


- * - * 


4+ It dec erty us;- to: give ab 
oe to their, Words and; Calls,- and to: e- 
ficem themhighly for their: Works ſake, who 
£21 ſpeak 


| { 26) _. ' 
ſpeak fois the Word of God, beeauſe thelſþ is 
Maſter alſo is preſent with them, and ag * 
fiftant to-thetn's/ it might therefore Ingapy 
us. when His Servants come amonglt us, ty 
fay in our hearts, however, as the Centuriai 
did to Peter, We are all here preſent befor 
God, to hear ali things that are commande 
tbee of God, Acts 10.33, 34. The Apolile 
ſpeaks this. to the praiſe of the: Churches 
of: Galatiz, _ that when he firft Preached the 
Goſpel amorigſt them, they received hin 
(notwithſtanding his Temptation ta _ the 
fleſh) as'an Angel of God, even as Chriſt Je- 
ſus; Gal. 4. 13,14, Oh! How Beautiful 
are, and ſhould be, the' feet of them that Preach 
the Goel of Peace, and bring ' glad Tidings of 
good things? Rom. 10.14,15. Did we-ltty 
deed confider, that they call us unto the Fel- 
lowſhip of Jeſus Chrift our. Lord, and into 
the Grace' of Him, T1 Cor, 1.'9. Gal. 1.6, 
And: that the-great King -of Heaven- and 
Earth ſpeaks by them, and with'them 3 and] . 
doth, as'it were, by theny beſtech us to 
come and Ext: of Wiſdoms: Bread, and to 
Drink'of the Wine ſhe hath mingled'; To | 
forſake the fooliſh-aud Live, && 'It would 
certainly be powerful withus, to Ingage us 
toreceive'their: Word; and - obey-their Call, 
notas the word'6r call' of men, but as it 1 
| in 


'T (27 ) | 
Lal in-troth, of God; x Theſe 2.13, And to: 

| aff account them worthy of double Honour 

-f who Labourinthe Word and Doctrine, for 

= their Maſiers ſake, even becauſe they bee 

::f long to, and are Labourers with Chriſt, 
£40 And though not to Idolizethem, or think. «— 
4.40 of chem mere highly then. we: ought. to 
Rl] think 3 yet to account _ them- as Miniſters 
hee of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
the} God, 1 Cor. 4. 1,6, - And+to know, that 
inf} when, in and with Preaching the Goſpel of 
the Ebriſt,- they Call upon and} Invite us to 
Je-|| come unto the Fealt, God allo Calleth us, 
up and enableth us to what He Callcth us un» 
ol : And pr Our Ee NED to His _ 
. Ff| ciples; Verily, verily, I ſay upto you, be 
a. _—_ recevetn ah nos A 7 (- Es. 
Me; And: he that receiveth Me, receiveths 
Him that ſent Me, John 13.20. Whereas; 
6, | were the moſt of men Called-with an out- 
ad | ward Call only, they might. either receive, 
14 | or reject the:Caller, and-neither receive nor 
to | #£je&t Jeſus Chriſt, or Him that ſent Him, . 

to | - 5: This Conkideration ſhews- unta: us; 
7, | their cauſleſs Iniquity, and inexcuſable fol- 
| > who, when they: are thus Called-ta: 
is | Chrift by ſuch a; Powerful and. Effecqtuab 
1 Call, yet regard not, but. turn a deaf Ear 
is | thcreto; OF ſuch our, Saviour faith, Te 
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wHl not come wnto Me that ye might have life 


John'5. 32336,39,40.” This was the provos. p 


king, Iniquity of Gods People in former, 


Times, whereby:God was greatly Incenfed 


againſt them, They —— refuſed. to hearken, 
and pulled away the ſhoulder, and ſtopped teir 


Eazrs that theyyhould not hears Tea, they made 
#heir hearts as 'an Adamant fone, left they 


ſhnld bear the Law, and the Words which 


the Lord of Hofts had ſent in His Spirit by the 


fprmer Prophets.:.. Therefore came a greas 
Wrath fromthe Lord of Hoſts - ' Therefore it is 
eame'ts paſs, that as be cried. and they would 
xt hear; ſo they cried, and T would not hear, 

faith the Lord. of Hoſts, Zech. 7, 11,13, 145 

Indeed thoſe:Perſons who ſay, the greatelt 
part of the.Called ones are only called with 
an-outward and ineffecual Call;. put a Plea 
into: their Months, and fall them with Ars. 
gmwnents,'to'excuſe their not coming : They 
mayday; they.had no power of themſelves, 


and Got gave 'them-:none," or not that 


which was ſufticient: Theſe teach men to: 
lay: the blame upon -God, and to father . the 
brats of | their diſobedience. on Him: But 
alas, It will appear in concluſion,” that ſuch 
| charge. God: fooliſhly:: And that; 'though' 
the Spitit that dwelſeth in-us lufech © Cn) 
vic 3 yet He giveth, miorc Grace; that. Grace 
Prog = which 
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But it is not {o here 3 For ar in His Hall 


life, 


SER, lo 
which brings Salvation to all men," to en 
ble tis to comeat His Calls : And at laſt He 


Sill be Juſtified in His Sayings, and overs - 
Fome when He is Judged, Fames 4. 5, 63 


ith 7:#. 2. xt. This 1s mens iniquity, not 
hat they cannot come of themſelves,” but 
that- they will not, when God is cnabling 
them hereto: This is the Condemnation, thas 
toht is come into the World, and men loved 
Darkneſs rather then Light, &c. John 3. 19 
20, . And certainly, God may Expoſtulate 
with us, as He did with T7/aet of Old, and 
fay : Oh thou whoart Named the Houfe of Fas 
cob, is the Spirit of the Lord ftraightned ? 
Though thou haſt no power, norſ{uffitiency 
ef thy (elf, as of thy felf tocome to Chriſt, 
yet 1s the Spirit of the Lord ffiortned to- 
wards thee? Are theſe (thy diſobedience, 
and refufſals to come) His doings? Are they 
His doings, becauſe He prevents thee not 
with power and' capacity to what He Calls 
thee to? Indeed they might be Taid to be 


His doings, did He Call thee to the Feaſt, 


and- Threaten thee with deſtruction, and 
yet not ajtord thee any power or ability to 
come: As He might be ſaid to <Kill who 
did not what. was proper and powerful t6 
fave the Life. when He had an opportunity : 


Ls 
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(30) ' 
b Power aud Might, ſo alſo in His Hand | 
is —— to give ſtrength unto all, He is Graciou 
end gives liberally unto all men without upbr aid, 


4g, Mic. 2. 7. with Mark 3. 4. 1 Chron, 


25.12. Jam. 1.5. And therefore it will 
be found to be ſuch an Iniquity in men, x 
for which they will have no cloak Chowevg 
artificial their ſpiritual Taylors are) that 
they will-not come to Chriſt when thus Cal. 
Jed: As our Saviour fignifieth, when He 
ſpeaketh concerning the Jews, faying : ] 
[1] had zot come : Though my Servants had 
come never {o oft, and Called and Invited 
never ſo-frequently and urgently 3 Te: if [ 1] 
bad not come and fpoken unto them they had 1d 
had fin,hut now they have #0 cloak for their Sin, 
John 41-5..22- Becauſe T have Called, faith 
Wiſdom, aud ye refuſed: I have ſtretched 


ext my baud (my Power and Spirit in and 


with-my Call, to.inable you itocame) aud 


. $10. a# regarded : But ye have ſet at nonght 


all ey Cauyſel, and would none of my Reproof 3 
T alfo will laugh at your Calamity, and mock 
wphen your fear cometh, .&c, Prov, 1.20.24, 
Ste Si] | 
_  Thindly, Why faith He | Many] are Cal; 
Id, and.not {AI 7" 

x- Nat. becauſe all men, whoare capable, 


 are.not Called induc time by ſuch means 
Ig | a9 


bd 


oe >». Colm nn, et = © wwe - 53 iz too he 


"JT - 


| asthe Great King in His infraite Wiſdom is 
Y pleaſed to make ule of: For the Mighty God, 


"WY cen Jehovah hath ſpoken, [ And Called the 


; de 


"| Ezrth, from the rifing of the Sun unto the go- 


ing down thereof, } Plal. 50. 1. Wiſdom 
cricth without (without the City, with- 
out the Pale of the profcfied Church, with- 
out, where are Dogs,Gentiles,and Uncircume 
ciſed ones in heart and fleſh , compare 
Rev. 22.15, with Mai. 15.26, 27.) foe ut- 
tereth her Voice in the ſtreets, — How long 
ye ſimple ones will ye love ſimplicity, and the 
{corners delight- in their fcorning , and fools 
hate knowledge ? To thefe fhe callth, and 
ftretcheth forth ber hand, Prov. 1. 20,23, 24» 
Doth not Wiſdom cry, and Underftanding 
put forth her Voice?(Can any one truely deny 
this? ) fheſtandeth upon the Top of High 
places, by the Way, in the places of the 
Paths. She cricth at the Gates at the entry 
of the City, at the coming in of the Doogs 
(that is, ſhe. crieth. and lifteth up her Voice 
every where, without, and within the Ci- 
ty, abroad and at home, &c. But towhonn 
doth fhe put forth her Voice? Supecly, to 
men. indefinitely 3 for 10 it followeth) zto 
ox | O. men, I call, and my Voice is to the 
Soxs of max.\ * And not of Iſrael only: 0 


- 


i 32 ;) 3 
vill peak, of excellent things, &c. Prov. $i 
4,6,10. and 9.1,4, 5. Chriſt was and '$ 
the true Light, which Lighteth"every man 
that conieth -imto - the World: And He i 
therefore a Light unto them, "that He might 
be for Salvation wmro the ends of *he 
Earth, Fohx 1. $.and 8. 12. with T/a. 49.6 
and AG 1 3-47. And the Goſpelis Preache 
in every Creature, or in all theCreation unz 


| der Heaven,: Col. 1..23: And thoſe whe 


have-with theheart received the wholſomt 
Words of our Ford Teſts, and the DoEtrin 
"which is according to Godlineſs, know and 
+believe, that God would haveall men to be 
faved, and come-to 'the knowledg' of the 
Truth : Andthat, becauſe Chrift gave Him: 
{elf a Ranſome: for all; a Teſtimony in dut 
-time, 1 Tim.-2/ 4.6... * And though. mens 
volees will be heard but a little way,yet 1o;ht 
Jendeth forth His Voice, and-thata Mighty 


Voice, and faith3 Look, znto-me all the endif 


of the Earth, aud be ye ſaved : For I am God 
and there is none'"elſe, Ta. 4.5. 22. Plal. 19. 
:4:6. with Rom; x.:t9,/21. Yea, and the 
wwotrd- | MazyJ doth alſo ſometimes fi ig- 
-nific Al As- [many]. of them that are in 
the diift of 'the' Earth ſhall awake : Some to 


"everlaſting Life, an ſome to ſhame and ever- 


"Lifting" 'comtempy: "Gertainly; .all-that. are in 
EG the 
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the Graves ſhall hear the Voice of the ſous of 


man, and fſhall:come forth, compare 
12.2, with Jobn'5.27,29. 1 Cor.I ciao h 
$0 again : Through the offence of one [1145 
are dead + Andas by oneman's di pbc- 

7 ience | many] were made Sinners : When 
as it is [ered that by one mian Sin entred 
into the'World, and Death by Sin, and fo 
Death paſſed 'upon |_ all] men, for char 
[all] have ſinned, Kom. 5. 15, 19. with 
Ver: 12.18, compaxe allo Mat. 20, 28. with 
t Tim. 2.6. Neh13. 26. with a Kings 3. 12, 
F. and Chap. 4.31. Pſal. 3210 

But though what ' we have ſpoken under 
this Head be verily true both-that in due 
tine, God calleth all men; as 'is (aid, to _ 
end they might/come to the knowledg 
the* Truth and be faved : And: that [new] 
may lignifi c Tae] Yet udewithftaniling 


 =».of 'By [ata] in this place wearcinſilts 


M3 on, all -ihen arc not ' vendos OX 
meant. Not only, 

2. Becauſe all Infants atc-not called,. and 
coramandel 'to-come-into the Houſe, and 
they are /a' very -pteat part of 'the World + 
But nothin, 5 required of theavin their In- 


capicity: 'Henee / when the Lord faith to 


Iſrael : Tho Joi love the Lord thy God, ai:d 
Le] .D keep 


keep bis Charge, and-his: Stitutfes, and bit. 


Jrdamenss,:.and his. Commandments. alway, 


He. addeth;.2nd know: youets day, for IÞ 


ſpeak, noto| withtrgoue. Children &c. | Deuts 
L1+1; 2. 2*:Gorbis n6 :hard/or auſtere Mas 
ſtex,".to Reapwhere Hehath notSown, no, 
Gavher where He hath not -Stroweny though 
wicked Servantsſo: ſay, ';;As wherertouch ig 
Piven; mugh-will be, expeqtsd5.aud where 
little, little: Sp by the fame yule off Equa+ 
litys- where ws Fx 15 giyen, of fucly no4 
thing will.ke required. Jdeed Infants arg 
a part of the: Nations that -axe.to.be: Diſci4 
pled; and;a$Sh mcans:to thatend,.to be Bap- 
tized: by. thei:Servants,- in, oxy unto the 
Nane of the Father,:, Song ant Holy Ghoſty 
being brought unto: them oxithat purpoſes 


As in- formier'. Times the : Male-Infantsof- 


Iſrael were.to be Gircumcifed; ng the Goſe' 
pcl iSto be PFreached as to Include then 

alfoasthe Subjects of the grcat..and funda- 
mental Truths thereof; torwit, That. Chrifk 
bath Died and is Riſen-again-for them, . 6% 
Mat.:28,18,:+9.5 with, Mank. 16. 154+; But 
until they compo the-Ulg,and Exerciſe. of 


Underſtandirig, ox fome Gapagity; be vouchs 


ſafed to'thetag-theve arc. mg CEOFUTAndmnts 
given unto them by the Lord Jeſus,” But, 
L ſay, not only..ip-this-Gopſidepation it ap+ 

; | EZ Poar- 


Gul. 
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2rcth- that by [many] all. men; are. not 
here intended... Bat alto, a ta9 


. . 2. Becauſe in this.Parable our: Saviour 


ſpeaketh of mens being Called by, the Ser- 
vants, as is before, ſhewn: And 1o.of their 
being Called and Invited-to the Feaſt, by the 
clear and: diſtin&;.. Declaration. of God's 
Grace /in-Chriſt by the Geſpel : And ſoall 
men, who are. come: to, years of; Capa« 
city , are, not,; Called, viz. by. the. Ser- 
vants in, the plain Preaching of the Marri- 
age, and Marriage-feaſt therewith and there- 
by prepared. The Commithon is given to 
the Servants firſt to,Call the Jews: and af 
ter they\ made light of the Fcalt and Invi- 
tation, the King ſaid: to. the. Servants, go - 
yeinto the High-ways, and: [ 4s many as ye 
ſhall-fird } bid to: the Marriage: . So. thoſe 
Seryants., went out into. the High-ways, 
and gathered together all. [4s mgny 45: they 
found,'] ;Mat.-22. $,,10.,. Thels .are the 
[many þ here ſpoken ofz.,as;many. as. the 
Servants. ;found, , ayg,Preached: the Goſpel 
unto, according, to, 4c. Revelation of the, 


| Myſterice, Andthele.may be-called [many 


to-Intimate to, us, that all Nations and Ptx-! 
fons in;the World have: not this Favour! 
vouchſafed.to them; though yet a multitudes 
have. ''And. called? ;| maxy }: to. fignifie «+ 
OS + Ss 28 "TR 
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Fat" this a@vantdge'$s' now invic Targely fþ 
vouchſ: fed then in former Times: Then He 


ts word Unto Facob, that- "One 
Fer and Nation, His Statutes and His 


« 
Ju rfts - 'unito* "Iſrael, He deaft not {6 þ 
with any- other Nation: And as for His i 
Judgtheats they have notknown chem, P/al. 
147, 19, 20, Dent. 4. y, $.' And unto | 


their Hefent all His Servants the Prophets, 


rifing carly-and fending them, becauſe He Bd 


had- Eerpaſſivie upon'thern, 2 Chron. 36. 15, 
16." 7649.25. Arid hercin they were pri- 
vHledy 
then Queer, Nations: According to -thar, 
Whiakt advintage then hath the Jew? Or 


whatP#6KRtHs there of Circumeifron ? 'Much | 


every way chidfly, bccaufe that unto them 
were! committed theOracles of God, Rm. 
3-125 As 3: +25. But they werethefew- 
eſt of 'aM**Proplr : 'Ahd- however, but one 


WNati6& at firſt, and To. very few tr compa- 


riſon of alt Witions: But how: after 'the 


Oxen and FatfiigsweteaQually flain,and the' 


Feaſt 'preparcd; the” Scervarits Commiſion 
Was inlarged; and: wihy Nations were” Cal- 
led by their Miniltration, and Profeffcdly 
believed *the Goſpel, ind yielded" faine! 
Obedience ts Ckrift;// Yea; and-at this 


ame, nany Ntions, Ithough not all, » 
the 


&& above, and hall greater advantage BG 


'aJ - 


Ccriptures - «.: Truth «2 there. .aud;. 
al rhercin the Golpel as Pre ached according. i to: 
he Revelation of- the Myſtery. by the: Apo«, 
tles: And His Servants continued and, PxE= 
erved amongſt them; ſutable to thoſe Pro- 
{d ſphecies, andiuchlike: Thou ſhalt Call.g; Na- 
His Bipn thou knoweſt not, and Nations that .bnexw 
al. But thee ſhall rux wnto thee, Ifa. 55+ 5+. He: 
to Boll prinkle many Nations, Ia, 52. Ep Ma- 
yy Nations ſhall be joyned to the Lord au uhat. 
day, Tech. 2.14. And of {#heſe marr we, 
haye to-ſpeak in what followeth,,, aud; {Þ. 
 Ewould be underſtood. - Though. yet: we. ue 
3re that theſe three Cautions may, be, cog. 
it, Bſfidered and «minded in the whole Treqt fo 
Ir BTo wic, 
ch || - Cantios, 1. When we. oy. [many |; only, 
m and not all, are intended in this. P LEPNE+, 
7. | We-mean net, nor belicye, all the reſt acc 
'- not Called þy- any Carre For though. Al 
ie Ware not Called by thediſtin& der i 
34. Chriſt iv che SIEW = Miniſtry..of 
e Flicving Servants yet God.leavgs, no oe 
rin 


= 


_ 
His 


*” ge 


e Elf without. Witneſs to others :. 

nj which may be known ,of Gogl i is, jan] 
- | them; for { Ged ]- hath - Hemed is 

j them; for. the Invigble things9 Nl 4 
« | fromthe Qxeation of the, World. ane c ery ; 
: Fen, being upgerſives, by che;things. tþ ZF 
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Ire made 3 even His eternal Power and C 
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the Earth, 'aud their Work, unto the winds þ 0 
tbe Iſorld: To which-the ApoRile- referret 
to' Pal. 19.1,6. And fi gnificth, 'that the 
Goſpel" is Preached'in every Creature, Rom, 
10, 14, 18. with Col. 1.23. And ſo,thougk 
a!l are not called 'by the Servants in the 
clear and plain Preaching of the Goſpet: 
Yet alk *that are capable, are in, due time 
called bythe Lorc#of the Servants, 'who is 
Lord pf all, (as 15 before ſhewn.): And 'who 
Is notwilling chat any ſhould periſh,but that ' 
Fl Leh come: tofrepetitance. ; 
+. >. Nor do' we - ſuppoſe, 'OF believe, thatÞ 
none of them, who' are not" of "the May : 
Here ſpoken of ,- may hetcafter: partake 'off | 
Eternal'-Life, chough theyhave- not  thel | 
=_ be Qiſtinct * Revelation. and: Know-|| * 
bf Chriſt and the Goſpel 'vouchſafed to” 
= But' (however ſome zealous 'ones, 
es *hot- aczoring to Knowleds, C 

, nels p 
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Tod, jeiehcrhave, nor think they want this Cha” 


le rity.) yet. we deſire to be ſo charitable, and 


moy }:lieying of the Scripturcs as.to. conclude; 


$0255 


God is no reſpeer of Perſons, but in every 


E Nation hg that feareth God, .and worketh 


Rightcouſncſs,is.acceptcd. of Him: As, was 
Cornelius, betqxe the Golpel was plainly de- 
clared to..him, and many. others. amongſthhe 
Gentiles,, AR3,10-2, 34. and 13.26. and 
16. 14-©c».;: Yea, in. this Parable-is. ſigni- 
fied tous, that-when the Servants. went out 
into the Hligh-ways, they found ſome good 
ones amongſt the Gerziley, that-were {o be- 
fore called by them,” Max. 22, 10... . And bad 
they died hetore. the.Goſpel had been plain] 
Preached to. them, (as doubtleſs ſome ſuct 
did) they fjhould have ipjoycd Eternal Lite 
in due ſealon.,.' The Judy of. all the Earth 
will.do -right,- and not deſixoy. the..Gogd, 
Juch-as He reputes ſuch, with the bad, . Ger. 
,1$: 24,25, Andthough all ſhall: be.Judg- 


7d according tq the Rule of the.Goſpel, yer 


it ſhall; be according, to the:means vouch- 
Jafed.. 'And af} the, Uncircumcigon, who 


| ,have-notthe.Law. and Dodrine:.of God, 


. keeptheRighteouſpels of the, Law... (as.the 
A ppolile luppoſsth.þe NaF: do ) A be belicye 


-that God,.is,7and is axewarder of them that 
;Ailigently {6ck Him: aol not;His.yncircum- 
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Cifion be copnted for Circumciffou ® Shallfil 
"nt he come 'acceptably ''to' God, and” bs 
graciouſly rewaxded with Eternal - Life? 
Yes ſurely, Rom. 2, Heb, 11.6, Certain 
many Thouſands, and Ten Fhonſands, tal 
be erernally Saved; who wcre never 
Called by the Servants with the plain 
Preaching ot: the Goſpels and who never 
had any diſtin&}t knowledg/ of Jefus Chriſt, 
white they were in Mortal Bodies: As, I» 
fants dying in their Incapacity 3 and many 
Jews before the firſt Coming of Chriſt: And 
many fearers of Gord amongft the' Gentiles, 
both before'and fince Chrilts- Appearing to 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice ot Hinifelf, 
Mat. 2. 16, 18. with Fer. 31:15,17. Mat, 
19:14, Pſzl 115-9, 10,11: - And yet there 
1s ng Salvation in anv ether bat Chriſt; 
and through Him, and through His Nami, || ' 
Power, and Anthority, and upon: the A&Þj 
count of His Sufferities'and Sacrifice they - 
"hall be ſaved, thongh 110 dear or diftintÞ. 
knowlcdg of 'Him was-vouchſafed to theni;ÞÞ - 
And therefore 'the want bf it ſhall not belj 
Jmputed t6, or Charged/apan themto theirh} + 
"Condenmation. Ant this Charity-we' de-]| | 
Hre to have, Hecauſt we ' thus judge, - that 
xine Died tor; all, and Roſe again ; vi | 
© Th els Chr bythe Gtle of Godrate 
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halEDath for every man, and is Riſen: again 
'befiftorn the Dead: for their Juſtification : And 
fed hereby; all that have ſinned in the firſt pub+ 
Flick man; and come ſhort of the Glory of 
God, arc -Juſtificd freely by God's Grace 
ver through that Redemption in; Chriſt Jeſns, 
lain man anſwerable ſenceas they were Condem- 
ver acd in the hxft man Adam, 2 Cor. 5. 14,15; 
riſt, Heb. 2+ ve Rom, Z+ 23, 24+ and Jo r8. Soas 
In-$ no man fhall' perith-in that hr Death for 
any} ever, ' which was the Wages of the Diſobe+ 
\ nfl dience of that -one man: Nor in the 
| Eternal Judgment ſhall there be any occas 
toll fron for the- uſe of that Proverb, The Fae 
elf, ebers' bave eaten ſower Grapes, :and:the Chil- 
Hah drens teetb are fet ou edge, 1 Cor. 15, 20,24- 
el kr. 31-29, 30s Ezek, 18, 2,4, : Andin the 
if;8 Croſs of Chriſt; and Virtue thereof, we ſo 
me, || ſee the admirable Love of God to: cvery fig- 
auf filCreatureof Mankind, - while it is called 
hey 40 day alwell as atfo inplain'Intimations 
RI and InfiruQtions given us in the Teſtimony 
ai; of | the Scriptures; - That we cannot but 
bl judge, that His Requirings and Expectati- 
cir 085 will be no other then accordingto Flis 
de, Diftributions. and Diſpenſations 3 that is, 
hath where much is given, of ther He will xe- 
| /quire the more 3 and where little, -He will 
ted} \F<quire but according thereto ; And _ 

BCD | by 
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He hath not ſown. He"will not reap; net 
gather where He hath not :ſtrowen. ' Ant 
therefore'all Infants, who'die in their. Fnfan, 
cy, and were never guilty of that Condem; 
ning Sin of [the World, of -Joving Darkneh 
rather than ' Light, after - Light is vouch 
fafed, ſhall inthe general Reſurre@ion have 
Ecernal Life through Chriſt's Names - An 
all others' who have not had any diſtin 
knowledg of Chriſt, -and yet by the Good 
neſs and Mercy of Ged through the Medin- 
tour havebeen Hed to Repentance, and hav 
feared God,' and been Workers-of Rights, 
vuſnels, according to-rhe means-vouchlafed; 
2nd- contifned fuch to: Death, ſhallt alfs 
#hrough Chriſt have the 'ireward of Everlaſt 
ing: Life,”. 1 Time 2. 4; 6. 1 2'Pet. 3. 9,14, 
Rom. 2.447; 12,16. Like 12. 48; Mat. 25, 
-24., 26 Rep. 2012415; .: Buthow can they 
thave ſuch Charity,-or defite tohaveit; who 
deny, of believenot,, the!Greatand Funds: 
mental things of the Goſpel; as ſpokeh and 
*Aelivered tons it the Words: which the Ho. 
-lIy Ghoſt teacher! ' Do!men gut hor Grapes of 
Thorns, or Figs of: Thiftles2 <Mat: 7.15; 16. 
:Ttiofe' Bailders can never: Build well who 
-diſ-atowind: reje& the Foundation, :*/ 
{::; Nordbwebclieve that by the | many] 
©called *ar& meanit;/.all ſuch a5 are Called: by 
TS zcalous 


> wy_ Taq ad 


(—_—= © 
wdF) 
bY 


+7 *. ai Tn £2 faiths, feb oo t&&, on po #@ ties els AS AC” a oY TRA a 2-=- Cl. 


Af zealous Teftchers, 


(43) 
and {uch' as name thems. 


xflves the Miniſters of Chriſtz or however 


not ſuch in this conſideration, as Called by 


—j them 3 for there are many fuch who ia their 
| cvil Dodtrines rather Cal} men from Chrift 
| then 'to Him. ' How: many are there that 
| diſciple men to Antichriſt, inſtead -of. invi- 


ting them. to our Lord. Jcſus3 and Real a- 


1 off may.the Word of God from the Pcople:in 
| the Recards of them ?: And: bqgyy. mauy: o- 


thers are there,-though-not ſo-grofly-evil, 
yet as dangerous and deftruftive to the: ſouls 
of mcn'3- who thongh they would have tlic 
$criptares:.continued among(t men: in-fuch 
Languages as are underftood -by: thern 3 yet” 
they ' tell :them the meaning; of: the Serip- 
ture! 1s-the' Scripture, 'and that 1s Tueh as 
licth not in'the plaim import of the Exprets 
ſions however not in many of the fanda- 
mental ':Sayings -of- the; Golpel: And: the 
Scripture; ſome call,:a;deadLetterzrother 
{ome call it; the:Letter :1 And: their: Glofſes 
and Taterpretations are the. Spiritual: meanþ 
ing. '' Thus they;callthe-World which Gat 
fo loved as\-to give His: Soniito be, and'dF 


which Helis,” the Saviour ,' the 'World-of 
Ele4,>the fall aud every man |: for'iwhom __» 


Chriſt Dixd,>Tome- of: all, lorts'; or': every 
Godly:man,:&c: ithus indeavouring to per» 
JIfs vert 


wi, 


44 


vert the-Goſpel of Chriſt, And:'yet aps ll 
pearing very zeatous in ſecking the good of 


men. which , is. mdeed ſomewhat my 


confidering/ that they believe Chriſt Died 


for the feweſt of men only, and: for whom 
they know not ; As one of them'lately. cxs 
 himfelf in his Praycr, ſuch an one as 

it was, as I was inftantly informed by ſome 
Credible perſons that heaxd him. | {'Lord, 
faid hc, : if gbere be ary one Soul in this Cons 
24tzox (which was a great one) for whom 
Ebriſt bath Died, let me not loſe my Labozer.] 
Andconfidering alfo that they believe that 
thereis a;preciſe and certain number of Per, 
ſoas determined to: Salvation : And theſe 
ſhall Tnfallibly be Saved, though they held 
their Tongues; /and all the reft inevitably 
periſh. { I ſay, thele things conſidered, it 
is fomewhat ftrange they ſhonld::be ſo aps 
pearingly zealous inſeeking the good of men 
Indefmitely : Te maybe feared, this Zeal proe 
eeeds.not from: the: Love of Chriſt! For the 
Love: of Chriſt conftraineth : ns;, faith the 
Apoſile, becauſewe: thus juds, :that if .one 
'Died for all, then were all dead; and that 
He'died/for all, '&c, Which -they believe 


mot :/But: that herein they \are -like, therh 
who did ſhut up the Kingdom of! Heaven 
agajnft mea, . neithex encring in themſelves, 
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Ca > — _, 
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jor fafferiiſy them that were "entring to 
nter : And yet for a pretence they made 


Wong Prayers (for their Hearts went after 


thetr Covetonſnels) and they did compals 
Sea and Land to make a Profelite, Mat. 2/3. 
13,14, 15- , Truly, concerning, ſuch who 
Preachi and Plead for ' fuch DoQtrines as 
theſe, vzz. © That Chriſt Died -not forall 
men, dHiit for the feweſt only. That God 
hath Decrecd a-ſet and determinate number 
of Perſons in-a Perſonal confideration to'bes 
lieve and be' ſaved: And theſe all ſhall Ins -—- 
fruftrably believe and be fared, and thefe 
only;and all the reſt muſt unavoidably perifh. 
That ſuch as are once in Chriſt cannot pol- 
poly fall finally from the Grace of God, &c. 
t may befaid :  Hearken mot #0 the Words of 
theſe Prophets — they make you vain, they 
eek, a Vifion of their own Heart, and not ont 
of the Momth of the Lord," Jer. 23. 16.2r. 
2 Pet. 2-1, Forhow muchfoever thee thus 
Call, and how'much focvet others 'Liftck 
thexeto;” and how Reformed iand Zealous 
foever they appearirigly'be tothe hereby; they 
are "not, 'in this Confideration, -of the Cal- 


kd here" ſpoken of, tnach1cls of the Cho+ 


| But the [ may] that afe Called, art 
fixh as are Called 


to Chriſt (as is before 
 faid) 


(46) | 
faid) by Chrift's,,Szrvants, in proclaimingſ* 
Chriſt's Goſpel, unto them, -in.the Word;ſſ® 
which-the Holy Ghaſt hath Taught: af® 
the: Great! King directs His Servants to Cal k 
ro: the -Weddings ſo He. puts into thin? 
Months what they thould ſay, which is.Sum, 
marily the farm of: ſfaund Words. He ſent Y 
forth:other Servants, ſaying, Tel chew which * 
are bidder, behold, I have prepared. my Din. 
mer my Oxen and. . Fatlings. arc. killed, atid al 
things. are ready, come unto the Marriage Mat, 
2:25 þ, 8, 10. 2 Cor. 519,20. 1 Tim. 2.4.7; 


® Jobh 4134.34, And what hath been (aid 


hal {tafficeto this Enquiry. ee 


-; Fowikly, 'To what <nd are. the | many 
*, Certainly, They are therefore Calle and 
Invited. to. the, Wedding and. Dinner, that 
fbey- might obey:the 'Call; and, come and 
Eat. of Wiſdom's Bread, and Drink of the 
Wine which, She hath mingled; Forſake the 

aerftanding, :Pxgy; $-1;3,0, That. they might 
 poute t0-the-lgtomilede,vf the Truth and” be $4: 
ef 3,Tim. 24,4, 65, His end herein. was 
not) nor is,, to ave men without. excuſe, 
or to aggravate their Condemnation; 
#hough' this will be the Iſſue and: Effect of 
znens/ftubborny.;and ſill continued in. reft- 


vi Gl: 
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Ning als; But we: may ſee the End: of the Lord 
ord; 

As 


0h {uch as.declareth, | that-He is-very Piti=; 


Mercies to the Souls of Imcn, asf, ames;5.1is 


Hh n;rpoudeme. the: JE-gfld, batt- 'that .4he World 


: 


FA trough Him might, be ſaved, John. 3,-17- 
hich 0 1410ÞD 4+ 14+ Aud tbe Son of ' Men oame not 
Jiu to. geſtroy mens Jouls;or Fudge the World, but 
2 nie ſave them, 38 fave tbe World, Luke 94 
Fa fb 56. -John ,x2.;47- - -$0,-45 the Farhey 
"> Iint, Him, and, accordingly He -came -intd 
pt the, World 3.He, ſent and,-preferveth Hig 

Qryants in the-World, that theyrmight:Call 
ven, unto Himiclt, to the end; they might 
| come; and .be Saved, Job» 47, 18, 22...,He 
” Caderh them.to open. the Eyes, of the Blind, 
hat and to turn thegrifrom. Darkneſs, to Light, 
'n{| 2d;from the power of Satan,to-God, that 
the they; may. , YECCLV.E Forgiveneſs of Sin,- and 
181 heritance, among them | that are Sanctzhed. 
1, Faichchat is i,Chrif, Ads 26.1718, We 
have this \ſame Parable, prcaliketo, it,racn- 
? .{fionad in Lake: T4. 16, Y7.:.; And;there it 
| followeth after our Saviour's giying.;Inſtrus 
"| Gions. about .an., carthly: Feaſts; and was 
"0 ſpoken, as: it ſeems, at a. Feaſt,. Vere 1. 14. 
| :Now.to what end, doth an honeſt man pro- 
- . | yide a great Dinner or Supper, and Invite 
BN Pct. 


wh % 
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ſul;,,0r, ery. Well Bowelled,, and-of- tender. 
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Perſons to it by his Servants ? "Ts it not th 
rhey might! come and / partake - here? 
Doth heTntreac: and Beſcech men 'to come! 
And when they -will not be perſwaded- an 
revailed with, is he very angry with thay 
r fiichrdaſal ? And yet had no-Cordif 
defirezor Iftitentidn they ſhon!d come. What 
fhould-we-rall this among men? Not Hoi 
weſty, oe Fincerity, but Dithnwdlation. And 
ſhall we entertain fuch'evil eviland wickalfj 4 
thoughts of God as to thinkz That though] + 
He hath prepired a Dinner at- ſach-a deaf : 
{ 
: 
{ 


I 


Coſi, and: Tavites men'thereto; 'and is ex} 
teedinghy and eternally Angry with' than 
who wilknotcome, yet He never meant uf} © 
fitended they. ſhould cotne? Or ſhall me} ; 
calf this'an h6ly Diſſimwlation; when-tho:; 
caunot but-Teeitis a Difhimutation? 1s net 
this the way to mriake' them - Diller 
blers-vifo whothus' think a2ndipeak of Golf - 
how Holy Toever they appezri-or would* 
thoughtitobe, as they Avixe whole Leaven 

vas Hypoericy?* Mee.'23.) Oh! far be ty | 
om us think thus 'wickedly of God!] 
eis Pere; Upright; und withour Diſlb] 
enilation mm 1 His Nfercy and 'Kindnds:] 
Hente whereas inone Evingehit; our Savi] 
_ otir ſaith + Be ye meretfid xs your Father 45: 
Fa mother, -It iS; Be yo Perfet? -as Joo 

Ps WC, 4s 
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all th-r i Hedven 5s Perfet: And then pre- 
mf ) fently* warneth His Diſciples to beware of 
Hypocritie, - Luke 6. -36. with Mat. Js 4.8. 


Wl Gods Kindneſs, and Kind and Gracious, In 
dh vitations, He is perfectly Merciful, And bath 
pleaſure in Uprightneſs, 1 Chron. 29. 17. 
And becauſe He knows what evil thoughts 
nnd-jealouſfies coficerning Him proceed nas 
firally out-of our Hearts3 and to the end 
they ſhould not lodg within us: Therefore 
He aſſures us of His Uprightneſs and Sin- 
ex cerity cin His Calls and Invitations :. Unto 
ng your; O men,” T call, aid my Voice is tothe Sous 
off of mane; O ye fimple underſtand Wiſdom, aud 
neyfl yee fools. be'ye of an underſtanding - Heart 3 
heſſ 1 heart for I will freak of Excellent things, and 
not the! opening of my Lips ſhall be right things : 
em For my Mouth ſhall petk, Truth, and Wicked- 
of #eſs 15 an abomination to my Lips. | All the 
"by Words of my Month are in Righteouſneſs (and 
vet #ot i Hypocriſie, for theſe'two are oppoſed the 
* Mk one to the other, Mat.-23. 28.)—— Receive 
Dd! my Inftragiong&ge, Trov.$.4,7,10. He ha- 
ſh tech burning ISp$Sand a wicked Heart, and 
151 Gicth, Their wickedneſs (hall be ſhewed before 
vl the whole Congregation, Prov. 26, 23,26. 
75] And warns us to beware of ſuch whoſe Lips 
on drop'as the Hony-comb; and their Mouths 
F af E are 


E and/611. &c. Tolignife to us, that in all 
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arg ſinoother then Oyl:i But their end is bit 
ter as Wormwood, ſharp as a :wo-edged Sword 
Prov. 5-3, 4+ And certainly He is not ſuch 
' an one as they are, though ſome fooliſh ones 
{o think, Pſal. 50.21. He doth not com 
mand the Goſpel to be Preached to all, and 
yet intendeth the. moſt of men ſhould: not 
believe 1t ;. But therefore He cauſeth' it to 
be proclaimed,that allto whom it is ſo pub- 
lithed might tbrough Chriſt believe, John 1. 7, 


We may. read His gracious End in His: Invi- 


tation: Heſaich, Come, that we might in- 
deed comes and ſo not only be of the Many 
who are Called, but of the Choſen ones 
alſo. And this leadeth us to the latter part 
of the Verſe. 


[ But few are Choſen.) In ſpeaking unto 
which Words we thall indeavour to. ſhew 


theſe things, God alfifting, 

T. Who the Ele&, or Choſen ones here 
{poken of, are: And what is the Election 
or Chuſing the Scripture ſpeaketh of. 

II. That few of the many Called ones are 
Choſen. . 

FE. That it is metis Gam Tniquity that 
they are not Elected, or Choſen. 

Fir, We ſhall indeay our toſhew:;who the 
Ele& or Choſen ones here {poken of axe3-and 
what 15 the Election-or Chuſing the. Serip- 


ture 
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vill ture ſpeaketh' of. | And 'in fpeaking hereto, 
(Ewe no otherwiſe mtend fo ſpeak of .EleCtion 
MBunto Worldly things, or tochoice Advanta- 
ges, or Offices only,then as may luftrate, or 
*Mconduce unto the Election here'intimately 
intended, to wit z- that which 4s unto Sal- 
notÞ vation. 
© tofl In ſpeaking then to this firit Thing, we 
ub-Mf ſhall firſt ſhew, What is not the EleQion here 
. 7:8 poken\of, and who: are not the Ele& or 
i-B Choſen ones : And then, Whatit' is,” and 
In-E who ate the ſubjects of its +» 
anſf +1, Then, By { Ele&ion | here intimate- 
nesF} ly ſpoken of, or. elſewhere in: Scripture, is 
art not meant An abſolute and: irteſpecive 
| Predeftinating,: or 'Decreeing trom-Eterni- 
ato ff ty, adeterminateand fet number of Perſons 
ew ina perſonal confideration to Believe and 
be. Saved : i And that theſe All, and theſe 
ere | Only, ſhall Inevitably and Infallibly obtain 
on ÞÞ the Salvation in Chriſt [Jelus -with- Kreernal 
Glory : Nor are the Choſen and Elect ones 
Ic I here ſpoken of, the ſubjects of ſuch pur- 
poſe; or Predeterminartiou as'this'is5 ſuch 
at | an -EleRion,  and' fach 'Ele& ones are rione 
- | of God's. But the Doctrines'and Notions 
ola here=about. proceed from the Vain,. Corrupt, 
id | and dangerous Imaginations ofitmens Hearts; 
out of which proceeds fraturally: all'that is 
01 E:. 2 evil 


($27); - 


evil. - And that by -God"s. Election ,. andfo 
Ele& ones; uch'a thing 'is not meant willllpe 


appear if we-confider. 


| ct 
I. That | Calling ]: in the ſenſe intendetffjt 


inthe Text,” is always placed ' before | Ele. 


no 


Gion > | when they are mentioned together, ſifq 


either in the Order of Expreſſions, or how. 


11 


ever 1m Order of Nature. So it 1s here infſof 


this place we are confidering 3 as alfo in Mat, 
20. 16.' For:many be Called, but few Choſen, 
Thus again; 2 Pet. 1. 10.. Give diligence to 
make your Calling aud Ele#ion ſure. To the 


WI 
ne 
Dy 
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former alſo agreeth, Rev. 17-14. They that Þ} 


are with:the Lamb, are:Called andChoſen, 8&c, 


To theſame purpoſe alſo the Lord Speaketh 


unto; Faceh:by the . Prophet -1/aiah: | Thott 
whom Fbavetaken from the ends of the Earth) 
and: Called :thee from the Chief men_there: 


of, aud-ſaid unto thee, thou art my Servant, 


I have; Choſen] thee," &c:: Ifa. 41. 9. ./In- 


deed:;yi7 2:Theſ. 24 1/3; 14. Choſen, is':there 
placed:yi words (before Called : But it” evi- 


dently-appeareth to any Judicious and Un-. 


prejudiee&/Reader,- that in that place, Cal- 
led goeth befersChoſen in Order of Nature 
tor thusthe; Wordsard: God hath Choſen you 
from the begining nnto Salvation, through, or 
in, the Sanfiification of 'the:: Spirit, -and Be- 


V tO 


lief of \ the, Frith: > Whereunto (nainely; uns ſj 


(53) 
andflco which Sanctifhcation of the” Spirit, 'and 
willBBelicf of. the Truth, in which: they were 
Choſen): He Called you by. our Goſpel, &c. 
dedfiitis very clear that in'order of Work,though 
Ele.Snot of Word; Called went betore Choſeri: 
her For if they were-Choſemin the Beliet:of the 
ow-fTruthz: And menr:cannot_believe on; Him 
© mfſof whom they have! not heard ,- nbr' hear 
lat Swithout a Preacher of the Goſpel; then it 
ſen. Incceſſarily followeth;, men mult: be :Called 
* toffby the Goſpel before they can Behieve;--and 
theo before they are Choſen, Rom, 199 14, 15s 
bat And ſo in. the Order 'of Nature, this agrees 
& with the other Scriptures forementioned. 
:thy: Now, though the. order of | expreſſions 
imply,” when but at ſometime onely ſo pla- 
«d; proveth nothing :. yet when the fame 
Border is alwayes, -or generally ſo obſerved by 
the Holy Ghoſt, it is worthy our confide= 
ration, and not- lightly tc; be paſſed over by 
TE Jus. Gen- 48. 5. 29, Indeed .ofttimeyn Scrip-= 
i= ture, for ſome good reaſon, thoſe perfons or 
1-: things are mentioned laſt in words, which 
- Jotherwiſe ſhould have been before ſpoken of 
ez becauſe the Holy Ghoſt would begin: with 
7 them againz or ſpeak” more fully of: them. 
on [$0 | Believing | is put after: | Confeſſirig]-in 
e- Jone Verſe 3 but then it-is begun. with, and 
1»-Jirft mentioned in the next. "Rom. 10:9, 10. 
0 E 3 So 


(54), 
So [| Feſes Chriſt} is placed after the ſeven 
Spirits, becauſe He is largely Deſcribed and 
Freated of - mm what followeth, Rev. 1. 5,6 
And thus we might ſhew. in many othet 
places. / But neitherof” theſe can be afirm- 
ed concerning the order of Words: in thi 
Scriptuye we arc/fpeaking to, for it: 15 the 
Conchufion. of our Saviour's Speech in:this 

Parable z' nor of the reſt mentioned. | 
-. 2: That by Ele&tion is not meant fucha 
Purpoſe-or 'Decree, as-is: before ſpoken. of, 
nor .by the Ele& here,” the fiibjecdts of fuch 
2 Decree; :may appear further in this 3. that 
thoſe why: were afterward Elected, or made 
of the "Choſen Generation, were not: of it 
m former times. '' To this purpoſe ;the 
Apoftle Peter ſpeaketh : . Ye are a Choſen, 
or Elett Generation, a Royal Priefthood; &c. 
Which in time paſt were not a People,” butt. ai! 
now the People off God; which bad nut obtain. 
ed Mercy, but have tow obtained :\Mercy, 
x Pet. 2.9, 20. Where it plainly appears 
eth, that Ver. 10. ſheweth; They were; not 
formerly ſuch Perfons as he afhrms them 
now tobe in Ver. 9. Now ye arc Elected or 
Cheſen, but in times pait ye were not fo, 
even in'the time palt when they walked in 
Laſcivioufneſs, Lufts; exceſs of Wine, Re- 
vellings; Banquettings, and — 
E  Idohla- 
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Idolatries, Chap. 443. To the. fame pur- 


pole alſo, the yaw eh Paul ſpeaketh, as with 


relpe&t; to. Fews and Gentiles, Rom. 9. 24, 
25,26. T wallcall them my People (which not. 


ouly were not called,but)were aot my People : 

And ber Beloved (or | Ele&, compare 1/a. 
42. 1. With-Mat. 12. 18.) bk was-not Be 
loved, or Ele. , And indeed men are. Cho- 
ſn in Chriſt, as afterwards, we may ſhew: 
But there wasa time. when Paul (who was 
dter,Converted,, a Choſen. Veſlel,) was not 
in Chriſt and then he was not an Ele&, or 
Choſen, one, E pheſe 1. 4. with Rome.16. "oO 


$0 the "mas ay allo fgnificth, that ſuch asare 


not at preſent Elected.1 may be fo, while it is 
called, to day, in that he faith: Remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, or, of thy 
EleGans, (as others do alſo rightly ou it) 
that. is, cither, 1. In the days of thy Ele- 
ions; whilſt .thon mayeſt chuſe Life, 
chuſe the beſt part, which ſhall not be ta 
ken from thee, 'Devt. 39. 19. Lukg 10,42, 
Or, : 2...kn the days of thine Eledtions,when 
thou mayeſt be Choſen, though at preſent 
thou ,art.not 3... there are days fox that, .in 
which. ſach as are-.not .Elected. may. be ſo, 
while it 1s the day,.of his. Grace and Pati- 
ence, "Eceleſc 12. T1 Yeain our I'ypes,. the 
Fry preciſc. time is. intimately ſer .down. 
E 4 when 


& 


a 
when God choſe Iſrael, Ezck, 20. 57 Thilh 
faith the Lord God | int the' day whe T<biſt 
Kracl] And ſometimes |-ChuſiugÞ is men-l 
tioned inthe preſent *time. As," Bleſſed 7; 
the man whom” thou [Chuſeft}' and *caifeſt t 
approach nnto thee, Plal. 65.4. oY OG 

. It is further evident,” That 'God's E 

lect arenot- ſuch manner of Perſons"as: ta. 
ny would perſwade us they, are{ Fot they, 
who plead for ſuch an irrefpettive, -or 'abſy. 
late purpoſe, affirm: Phat-the' F&-/were 
Choſen before the World in a per{6nilF Edg.. 
fideration; and ſo rematm ſuch wht Born 
"-mmto the World; and' while they abide'alfo 
in their Tgnorance and Unbelicf, /arid Diſo- 
bedicnce to God : They ſuppoſe, *though it 
be not manifeſted, that 'prophane' Perſbng, 
Drunkards, Whoremongers , Unbelievers, 
yea, Perſecutors of Chritt '*and-His People, 
may be of the Elect: . Brthowevet theycate 
ſome mens Ele&; they are not the'Flett of 
God : *For the Fle# of God are ſu} rs are 
Holy atid 'Belived, Col. 5. 12.  'Fhe<Bled 
Generation is an holy Nation, + Pct. 2:9, 
God's Ele& are ſuch as to. whom there is no 
Condemuation, as the Apolile 'intirnateth 
when he faith: Who ſp:Il lay any thing to the 
charge" of God's Flea? Tt 1s God that Fuſti. 
- fleth, who ſhall Condemn'? 1t plainly appear- 


. eth, 


| 


et 
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plech, that God's Eleft are-ſuck as He: cons. 


*BJemacth not, but. itt the pretent: time Juſtis: 


Wkcth. Now! He condermneth {all Unbehe- 
Evers, and-condenneth no- Unteigncd beliew 
Evers: Thercfore- it plainly appearcth, that 
the Believers only are the Subjects of God's: 
EElcftion,and not any Unbelicycrs,whileabi= 
ding in their-Unbelief. To this/parpole God's: 


prime Ele6t:.one faith :  He:that :believeth 3; 


fo: Þ not condemned Who:ſhall: lay any thing to-His 


charge? Fs God that Filſtifieth, Blut be that! 
believeth not:iy condemned already (and fo. at; 
preſent:none-of :God's Ele); becanfe be bath! 
tot 'belieVed:66c. compare Rom. $4433, 34% 
with John 2-16, 18, 19. He. that. believeth, 
oa the' Sin hath everlaſting; Life: "Batt þd that 
believeth not:1the Sou ſpall:not: fee: Lifo, bus: 
the. IWrath' of God avideth- on him, John 36 3651 
Yea,” who: are» God's Elect whovr He 'Cans: 
demneth- not, but Juſtificth; the . Apolite. 
gives us to underſtand, namely, ſuch” ag/are 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk not atter-the Heſhy 
but after the Spirit : Notſuchasare 'm Chrift 
ſimply, but ſuch as together therewith walk- 
in Chriſt as to their demieanet, compare Rom.: 
8. 33, 34 with, Ver. x. - Now: then," time 
was. when Paxl was jn:Unbelict, 1 Tim; 1: 
13. And:then he was-condemned, and {o 
not of the Elect, - or Gheſen Generation. 
And 


(53) 
And again, God's Ele are ſuch as cry ans 
to'Hun night and day,- Luke 18.7% i 


4. God's Elect can hardly be deccived; 
as our Saviour: ſignifteth when He faith; 
There fhall: ariſe falſe Chriſt, 'and falſe Pro 
phets, and ſhall ſhew great ſigns und wonders; 
inſomuch that if poſſible they ſhall decerve | thi 


very Ele, | Mat. 24. 24. Mark; 135. 22. 


By the way: [Our Saviour here dothinot fig- 
nifie, that none of 'the very Ele&t:may poſe 
fibly be deceived: This Phraſe [:;ff poſſible] 
denotes not the utter. and abſolute Impofli= 
bility of ſuch a thing, no more:then-it doth 
elſewhere. .- As where the Evangeli faith; 


of Pant; He kaſted {if pollible} for him tw 
be at Jeruſalem the. day of. Pentecoſh, Acts 20, 
I6.. Certainly, no wife man would haſten 
to da, that which: he: knew was altogether! 
impoſſible to bedone: So Ronmn12.18. with 
Heb. 12. 14. -But our Saviour :ſignifieth, 
Both that the falfe Teachers would ule all 
ways and means'poſhble to ſeduce them, 6 
that" thoſe that: were not ſeduced by them; 
we mayfafely conclude, they could: not poſ- 
fibly decerve.' Afwclas alſo the Phrafe de- 
noteth,' that it' is a -very difhcult thing tor 


fuch'to be ſeduced 'and deceived, though tt | 


be not altogether and abſolutelyiimpothble; 
 Bur.now'as with reſpect to fuch as remain in. 
\ their 


the 
yea 
be 
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' anptheir Ignorance and' Unbdlief, : they are al 
© ready. deceived ,, and may. fill and: further 
ved be eaſily deceived and beguiled;: Tit. 3.3, 
ith:Þ Cor. 4. 44. Therefore ſuch, while {d abi- 
Provding, are none of God's EleR,.or Choſen 
ol ones, Compare Mar, 24.244 with' Verſe 
thc .. c. | $i? £310; 90190 Vit 

22. 5. Again, That by | the Eleft or Che- 
ig-f ſen ] here ſpoken: of, ſuch perfons are not 
ola intended as fome dream of .15 further niatite 
4eÞN felt : Becauſe it is here Ggnitied to be a great 
th and provoking Iniquity in thofe Perſons 
th who: were not Choſen, that they were not 
th: Choſen 3 anditherefore they are gammanded 
t#ÞÞ to be caſt into utter darkneſs, where fhrall\ be 
0 weeping and-guaſbing of teeth, Mat. 22412; 
nf 14, Now tit 4s/no mans great and darnning 
af Iniquity that he was not Chofen in a perſu- 
tl N nal Confideration before the World was: (if 
hn, f any. fuch fo; were, as. doubtleſs: they were 
Il JF not :_) For no:man conld pathbly Conteis 
O' Þ bute any thing to ſuch an Election, nor 
L þ poſhibly by any- means hinder it becauſe 

= | then he had nobeings not only 'none _ ina 
- | perſonal . Conſideration, but alſo not any 
r | in the firft publick Man for he'was Created 
| fince the Creation of -the: Work... Though 
/ | It would bea mans unavoidable Miſery not 
to be Choſen in ſuch a lenſe-as lome plead 
$6.77 for 4 
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for; yet it:could be no more his Iniquitf 
_ thefvit would be for'a man not to Ad befor 
he-was a man,or formed of- God 3 or that he 
was not -of -God's. Privy -Counſel when he 
had no 'exiftence, -or perſonal being 3 ye 
none inithe Loins'of the firſt Adam, nor he 
any being or exiſtence; —_— ſurely i 
none at all. | 
6.. And laſtly, Etection means $.not ſuchai 
Abſolutefore-ordination from Eternity 3nor 
are the Ele& the Subje&s:of: fach a putpole: 
Beaauſe the!!Ele& may make their E Election 
fare; as'the Apoſtle Peter ſignifieth in ſay: 
ing3. Wherefore the rather, Brethren, ai MP 
diligence tot make your Calling and | Ele. 
Hon] ſure," (firm; Heb. 3.6.»Stedfaſt, Ver, 1% 
14-:even ſtanding and ſetled upon 4ts founds. 
tion,Chrift zmake it valid and of force, Heb, 
9.17.) forif'yedo theſe things ye ſhall ever 
fall;/2 Pet. r.'10. Now certainly, :the Ab. 
folate Decrees of God cannot/be made more 
firm or ſtable, more ſure or ſtedfaſt by us; 
Bret the Counſel. of the Lord ſhall Rant for 
ever: "As the Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed, ſo 
iz:ſball ſtand. What He hath purpoſed who can 
difanul, and ſo by conſequence, who can efta- 
| Bliſh;i or make: iarof force 2 Plak 33.11, 12. 
Ta: 14. 24, aj. 
i By all which! it-is evidently rmataifalled} 
Þ © chat 
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ritflthat God's Ele&tion is not ſuch a Purpoſe or 
for Decree of God' reſpecting ſome mens Per- 
t ifMoris int a perſonal Conſideration, nor are His 
1 heMEle&t the Subjets of ſuch an irreſpe@ive 
ye ſWForc-ordination. 
rh} Obje&. 1. Brut againſt what hath been 
7 Maid, ſome may Objed that in FEphel. x. 4. 
Who hath Choſen us in Him? before the 
1anffoundation © of the World. ' From whence 
nor ome Colle, that the Ele were Choſen be- 
ſe: More the World was in a perſonal Confidera-' 
10n £2107. = | 7 
iy: 4zſw. In Anſwer to what many would' 
provefrom this S:ripture, we may ſay ma- 
le. Bny.things; which- we detire may be confi-! 
27, Rdcred. AS * 
a: | 1. Suppoſe:we that fuch a thing could be 
4; concluded from! this one Scripture, as many 
ex E doconceive.and are conhdent may bez which 
bh. E wecan by no means grant: Yer whenas we 
re have ſeen.- many Scriprurcs clearly deny the 
-- | truth of ſach:a conchition, whether is it not 
2» Þ more reaſonable to hcarken to the many ra- 
ſo Þ| ther than unto'this one ? ſeeing though they 
g | beallalike worthy cf acceptation, andone 
- | Scripture may make a truth evident,yet many 
concarring \miake it more evident and un-* 
queſtionable. See Heb. 7. 14, 15. Suppoſe 
. | we that onechoneſi and credible perſon ſhould: 
aſhrm 
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affirm a thing, and urge -1t onus. to be bg 
lieyeds, we might give credit to, him: Buy 
if twenty. perſons, every one equally hone 
and'credible with that one; fhoald affirm 
_ thecontrary : - Should we not rather belieye 
' the truth; {o- eſtabliſhed in the mouth of { 
many ; Witneſſes, than wave them all, and 
* adhere to this/one ? This Compariſon ill. 
'Rrates the matter we are ſpeaking of: Cer. 
tainly the Scriptures in general do with on: 
month and:conſfent diſclaim that notion 
perſonal election; and ſhould we deny al 
f>t one, if that Uid ſpeak to the cantrary! 
Which God forbid we ſhould imagine: But 


of 


- = a 


mens-haſting from all-other Scriptures ſpeak}: 


ing, about election, and as it were, lighth 
eſteeming them. in compariſon--of this one, 
1s a great Argument to me, that the EleGi- 
on they conteud for is fuch an one as is ſtab 
tothe. Spirit of this World, and thoſe evil 
Thoughts which proceed out of our corrupt 


Heart 5 and therefore they haſtily embraceÞN 


one Scripture which they groundleſly judge 
is on their fide and run away from, and 
evade the force of | twenty to. one, every one 
whereof 15: of equal - Authority :: For cer- 
tainly we arc'naturally deftitute of -all good, 
and inclincd to all that is evil.: The Lord 


kzoweth and bath declared, that the thoughts 
&& | of 
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bell of Men. | yea of the -wiſeſt - of them, are vain; 
But every thought in ws ftandeth croſs to the obedi- 
net Þ ence; of Chriſt and his Goſpel, Plal, 94» Ls 
ir 1. Cor. 3. 20. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5,---- But, 6 
eve} 2. Wefurther Anſwer, by way of excep- 
f{ofÞ tion to the Objection, and ſay : This Scrip- 
and] ture contradicts not at all, no not ſeeming- 
Ily-Jly, what is athrmed by the reſidue 3 nor 
21 { affords any relicf tro them who fo frequently 
one betake themſelves hereto for refuge: But 
of ſweetly and tully agrees with the reſt men» 
 alltioned : And that we may rightly under- 
ry! and it, let us conſider theſe things. 

ButÞ 1. When they are ſaid to be choſen, 

ak I. In whom. or in what Root. 

ith; 111. Who are the Subjects of this Electi= 
ne, | on. - | 

Girfj.. 1. When they ar: ſaid tobe choſen : This 
tbl Sripture faithnot any men were choſen be- 
eviiiore the world was Created of God at firſt, 
aptbut | before the foundation of the world. |] 
ac }Now that may fignihe, 

dee 1. Eicner before the Dejection, or Caſt- 
andJing down of the World : For fo the Word 
onefſtranſlated | Fonndation'| doth properly fig- 
er-Jufie 3 and comes from a word that fignih- 
od;Jith, to Caſt down, or Downwards, Rev. 12. 
orfÞ1o. '2 Cor. 4. 9, Now then the Subjeds 
has this: EleGtion are ſuch as were Choſen 
11 Rs etorc 


| before the' ACE of ithe' World in th A 
Sentence of God , before He denounced th 
Curſe and Judgrient upon the World for 
the Sin of man.” But that was not befor 
the World, but fince theFall of 44am, and 
Ifterpoſition of the Mediator : Gen, 2 
'T 55 I 9s Ws 

2; Oras weread it | before the foundation 
'+f the World] may not fignifie, before any 
thing was formed of God; but before the 
þns forked of It as now laid. The World 
a5-at firſt made was marr'4 by the Sin 
mans the Earth and all the Tnhabitants 
thereof were diflolved: Now Chriſt ſteps 
in, and makes it again, Fob» 1.10, - And 
15,- as41t were, the Baſis on which the Pillar 
of the Ezrth, or World, ſtand, Pſal. 75.3 
By Chriſt He made the Worlds: God made 


all things by Him 'ar the firſt, and made 


them, when they-were marred by mans Sin! 
And He twpholds all things-by the Word « 
His Powcr, having by HimfelF purged our 
*Sins, Heb. 1.2, 3. And fo, As AbePs blood 
- WAS aid to be thed from the foundation © 
the World, Lyke11.50,51. So theſe wete 
-Chofen before that-time, yea, before he was 
Born: Yea, indeed at that: time '(as I con- 
cetve) when: Chriſt interpoſed Himſelf, ab 
-xcr the Faltof man, andiin order of Nature 
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4A after that. - And fo, their Ele&ion is ins 
- hf duded in- that Oracle, Gen. 3. 15. And 
| forlf this is the time when they were Choſen: 
fon And ſo it was before the Agie, or Secular 
and] Times, - 1 Tims 14 9, 19+ Tit. 1. 2. 
30-2 In whom were [they Choſen, or in 
Root ? And that is expreſly declared; to us 
[in Chrift] the laſt Adam: Therefore it is 
evident, they were not Choſen in the firſt 
Man Adam, nor fo -carly. For: that was 
not firſt which is Spiritual, but that which 
is: Natural, and afterward that. which is 
Spiritual, 1 Cor. 15./ 46. Hence Chriſt is 
ion} called the ſecond Man, who was Interpo- 
Ani {ed as Meliator after. the Fall of the firtt, 
Ver.47. And as conſidered in'\Him, and 
pt in the firſt Adam, or in themſelves, they 
were Choſen :- And this is worthy our Con- 
fderation.. But to-this we ſhall not Inlarge 
here, becauſe; we may mention-It;again. 
1off :-:3-. Who are the Subjecrs' of this El:ij- 
orirf) 0n ?: Th: Apoſtle faith [Vs] whereby eci- 


? 


od ther more generally; !;: +> 1 
\ off 1:1. He may have reſpec& to 'the Perſons to 
cr whom:he Writes, and ſuch as. are:like to. 
74 them-»: /And+iſo the-Subjects here fpoken of 
on-| axe, notany Perſons.jin 2a perſonal: Conlide- 
zif.0 ration 5; but: |'tbe Saints which ar2. at; Ephe- 
ſus; ard faith;?l..Cor\belicving Ones, . Be- 
W729 ! F levers 
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vers, Jobn-20.27. 1 Tim.6. 2.) in C 


Jeſus Epheſ. 1. 1. Where alſo he thewst9 


us what is" the meaning of | us i Chrift,] 
Ver. 4+ 'Narncly, us' as-Confidered in this 
Root of Election+and prime Elect, viz, 
Chriſt, .and/ntot as weare m our ſelves, or 
while weabide in oux-Natural eſtate. © And 
fo the Subjects of this Ele&ion in this dou. 
ble Deſcription, -to wit; | Saints and Be. 
bievers in Gbrift | axe the ſame with that, 
2 Theſe 2.13. He hath Choſen #s from the be. 
ginnind #$xthe $andiftcation of the Spirit, and 
Belief: of the- Truth-: [Therefore not before 
tt. 'And-fo God m [Chuſing ' Chriſt did 
Chuſe,':not any man while out of Him, but 
all ſuchas:fhould 'come into, and: believe in 
Him, withoit diffexence; or reſpedt of Pers 
fons.* i Now theſe Ephefians; who now were 
Believers, were fonuctimies without Chriſt, 
and .chen-they were not -Choſen in Him, 
becaute not -Believers'4rt Him, *Epbeſe 2.12, 
with Ebzp-1-1.4: But now. believing in 
Him, after they heard the :Word .of Truth 
the: Goſpet of' their 'Sabvation.; they were 
made' of :that/Generation of Men that were 
Choſen tv Him-before the -Dejedion, on 
Foundatiowiofithe World: They were now 
of the: Eboſ&n Generation; which' in time paſt 
were af ah El —_— as before, v Pets 2 
by 9, I'0s 
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+. 9, ro. with EpheC. A: T. 2. They kad 2 new 


Name given unto them. . And in this un- 
derftanding it, it appearcth 3 that God work- 
&h all things according to the Counſel of 
His own Will; His'a&tual Election, and 
Ele& ones, are ſutable to, and agreeing 
with His purpoſe, \Epbeſcr. x1. 

2. Or we may look—upott the | Us} here 
ſpoken of; in a more eſpectal Contideration, 
to have Reſpect and Reference, not to the 
Believers mm general, as being Choferr in 
Chriſt to Salvation,” but to fome Perfons 
being Choſen'in Kim to a more excellent 
Service and Miniftration , then 'were any 
of the Holy Ones before the comming ' of 
Chriſt in' the fleth, Mzt.1+r. 9, 11. And fs 
the Perſoris here dire&ly ſpoken of and ifi> 
tended are, Chrift's extraordinaty' Ambaſ. 
fadors, viz. The Apoſtles of our 'Lord Je 
ſus. The Apoſtle here magnifles'their Office 
and Service, Rom. ty. 13. And fignifieth, 
that as before the DijeGion; or Foundati- 


on of the Wotld,” God Chbſe Chrift to bu 


the Mediator,” Saviour and great 'Apoffle, 
and purpoſed fo fend? Him forth in-the laft 
Aves to iiake Peace atnally for as, and - 
Preach Peace to ' us: So He reſerved' this 
Honour for His Sori; that by Him the My« 
ſterie ſhould be opened.” And in Him He 
| Chole, 
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Choſe, not Paul, or Peter, as men. fi imphſ 


"conſidered, but the fixſt .Truſters in Chriſt, 
Epbeſ 1. 12+ to be Iiſtruments in this choice 
* Service, and to be ſent forth into the World, 
as Godſent Chriſt into the World, viz. To 
Preach the Goſpel according, to the Reve. 
Jation of the Myfterie, Ephep. 1.8, 10. And 
it appearcth this was His Counſel by His 
Work: /For He worketh: all things after, or 
nog to the Counſel of His own Will, Ver. 
And that theſe are the Perſons here 
dire&ly {poken of appearcth plainly. 


' Firft;, By the Change of the Perſons : In 


the two firſt. Verſes, the Apoſile Writeth to 
the. Saints at Epbefier, &c. And Saluteth 
them, Ver. 2. | Grace unto you. | But then 
He changcth. the Perſons from Ver. 3. to Ver, 
12. And always faith | We, and Vs] and 
never. [Joz till Ver. 13. 

Secondly, It plainly alſo appeaseth, that 
from: Ver. -3-.to Ver, 12. | He ſpeaketh not 
dire&ly, of the Believing Epbeſi 1ans, becauſe 
He peaks of them that truſted in Chriſt 
beforeathey. were Believers 3 and it was by 
the -Mcans -and Miniftration of theſe firſt 
'Truſters they -were after brought in; and 
helped through Grace to Believe, for ſo. He 
faith :: That we ſhould be to the praiſe of His 
Sor, pho firſt truſted. in Chriſt. In whom 
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ye alſo trufted, or believed, aſter ye heard the 
Word of Truth, the Goſpel of your > Salvnthes) » 
namely. by hole firſt Truſters, or ſome of 
them: See and conſider, Per. 12, 13, 14. 
And ſurely, this is the clear and dirc& mean- 
ing and intendment. of the Apoſile in theſe 
words. But I ſhall add no more to his 
place, becauſe it hath been ſpoken to by my' 
Brethren and Companions in the Faith, viz. 
Mr. Thomas Moor, ſenior, in his Explicite 
Declaration of the Teftimony, pag. 26 3, 274- 


JAnd pointed untoby Mr. fobn Horn, in his 


Oper Door, pag. 122, and in Reviewer Re- 
Wewed, Pag, 83. 

© Objec. * Tf any one ſhould further Ob- 
je that in Rom. 9.11,13.: to frove their 
Perſonal Eleftion in a Perſonal Confi deratiou 
fo; T ſay. | 

Avnſw. This doth not at all prove what 
they alledg it forz And this will appear whi- 
ther we conſider the words Hiſtorically, or 
Allegorically. We ſhall ſpeak 4 ROO tO 
ach Acceptation. 

Firft,, Conſider them Hiſtorically; woned: 
ing to their firſt and plain Intendment. 
And fo, 
 Y Fhis was not ſpoken of the Perſons 


here intended, before the Creation of the 
ork, but in time, and that after Rebecca 
E 3 had 


(70), " 
had conceived by our Father Tſazc. Ani" 
after the Children firugled in ber Womb WP 
Gen, 25.21, 22,23 Row. 9.10,12. And 
{\d it proves not .the Eledtien of ſome Per. ſo 
ſons in a perſonal Conſideratian before the NY 
World was. v 

2, Nox was this ſpqken of the Perſons 
of Facaband Eſa: onely,: but of their Poſte. 
rities alſo, as js,moſt evident in what the 
Lord faid to. Rebecca, when ſhe went to ins 
Guire of Hjm.. The Lord ſaid unto ber, twe[s 
Nations arein thy Wamb, and two manner of 
People ſball-be feparated from thy Bawels the 
one People ſhall be ſtronger then the other Pets 
ple, and the Elder ſhall ſerve the Touynger, 
Gen: 25.23- + And thongh in Rom. 9. 11, 
the. Franſlatours have put in | the Children] 
(whether in favour to that device of Pers 
fonal- Election or no, F-know not.). Yet 
theſe words are faithfully fot down in a dif 
ferent 'CharaGer, that we may know. they 
are nota part of the, Text: But the YVerle 
ſhould thus be read : For they, or the Na- 
tions or Peoples, being not yet born, &c« 

3- And it thercfore appears, - that the 
Election hereſpoken of, or the purpoſe ace 
cording to' it, was not an Abſolute gdecree- 
ing Facoh Nationally confidcred to Eterna} 
Lite, and rejecting Eſax and. all his Poſts, 

nity 


me, 3 mos, 4-23 DpÞ 
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An rity Gre from: ; for neither can; we have fo 
much faith as to helicve the former Nati- 
Jn was all Eternally ſaved, Rom, 9.27. nor 
Fo little Charity as_to conceive. the Hatter 
was all damned; ſeeing we read of ſome 
Good men that came from him, as is pro« 
Ons fibable 4 as Job, . compare Fob 1, 1, with Lam, 
ſte. 04-21. , And Eliphaz,' the Temanite, com.. 
the Bpare, Fob 2,11, With Gen. 36.9, 11. And 
in- $115 Poltcrity might enter into the Congre- 
_ gation of the Lord 3 in.the third Gencrati- 
r of Yn, Det, 23. 7, $. . As well-as alſo, the 
he | Apoſtle faith, [ By faith Iſaac bleſſed : Jacob 
eee £ 414 Elpu concerning things to come | Heb. 11, 
zer, (29. But this pu po according to Ele&ion 
11,0 vas, that {ago Nationally ' conſidered 
4] hould be preferred before Eſax, os Edom: 
TA That Chrit ſhould come of thern accord- 
et ng.to the Fleſh and they ſhould have the 
ord, and Oracles, . and Ordinances of 

Ky God committed to them, which wasa great 
Advantage, Rome. 3: 1, 2. And ops He 
1a. | dealt not withany other Nation,; Pſzl. 147. 
"$19,20," And yet itn Efai's ſerving Facoh, 
he | he, ,or any of his Poſicrity might. be Bleffed 
Yu ao, and might in the third Generation 
e. | £ntex into the Lords Congregation, as is 
al faid, pak ſo now, notwithſtanding that 
& MP9s in hc , Ages , becauſe of the 
ity]: F 4 Fers 


| 


(72) I» 
"Jews unbelief, the Kingdom of God is-t1 


£% 
E n 


ken from them who were become the Eldefſs: 


People, and given to Eſar, and the Gen 
tiles: Yet notwithſtanding , if any of thi 


Broken-off Jews abide nor ſtill in unbelici 
they ſhall be Graffed m again, Mar. 21.y;Kt! 
compare Amos 5.'11, 12. with Ads 15. 1c 


17. Rom. 11. 23. And: this well agreg 


-with the. Scope of the Apoſtle in .thigh« 


place. - RY | 
As-for that which is mentioned in. Row 
9. 13. Facob have T loved , but Eſau have] 
hated. It was Spoken and Written long 
after Facob and Eſaz, the Fathers of the tw 
Nations ' were daad:, And declares hoy 
God had'priviledged the former Nation x 
bove*the htter according to His purpols 
in Anſwer to that Demand, Wherein. hf 
Thott loved w? 'And that hatred of Fa 
was, however at” fifft, but cotnparatin 
or alefſer degree of Love, as is fignihed ju 
the Teſtimony of it, viz. I laid bis Monne 
tains waſte, Mal. 1,2, 3. with Gen. 29. 30, 


- 


ST» Ns 


% 


Secondly, Conſider we theſe things Alle 
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 gorically: As the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of Saraf| 
and Hagar,and their Children:Which things] 


arean Allegory, Gal. 422,24, 31, Sohere, 
AS Iſaac, (o Jacob alſo Was a Type of Chrif, 


and 
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s-t:ind thoſe Born of Him, Pal. 24. 6. Gal. 
I1def6; 15. Now before men are Born this 4s 
GallGod's purpole, that whoſoever believeth in 
F th&Chriſt ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
eliefling Lite: And whoſoever rejecteth Him, 
.x;Fthough he hath never ſo great a 7cal to God 
\ 14Yotherwiſe, and ſeek and take pains never fo 
much to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs to himſ If, 
of whom Eſax was a Type ſhall be reje- 
Fed: But this without any diſcriminating 
om Eyc or Reſpect to any man in a perſonal 
ve. Conſideration. - And ſo God*s purpoſe ſhatl 
vl ſtand according to Election: Namely, it 
off hall abide and take place, not in accepting 
iowy men into Favour and Fellowſhip with Him- 
1 2 fel, according to their Works of Righte- 
oe ouſneſs, but -as the Grace of God doth 
chuſe men out of, and ſever them from the 
Gf} World, into Chriſt, fo as they are made of 
ivell His .Sced, *and reckoned after Him. And 
this underſtanding ot theſe things is ſutable 
fo the ſcope'of the Place. For, in Anſwer 
to the Fews who were ready to ſay, there 
| was Unrighteouſneſs with' God ſhould He 
le. reject them; * becauſe they were the Seed of 
rabl Abrabam according to the fleſh, and -Zealous 
zgs] according "to" the Law, the Apoſtle faith 
red That' not all Abrahams Seed according to 
0.0 the Fleſh,-nor: any in that Conſideration 
—- ſimply 


P 


” 


' Armply, were'counted for the Secd, but i 


And Mr. Foby Kory, in his FER &e3f 137) 
55:9 - | on An 
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i; 
Faac ſhould His Sced be Called, namely, 
fuch as are. born of the Promiſe, in. Chriſt 
by the Goſpel, -which no man. is till he hath 
been once Born,. John 3.3, 5,7. For the 
confirming which he brings in this Inſtance Þþ 
allo. of Facoh and Eſar; the former a Type 
of Chriſt, and thoſe who. believe through 
Grace the latter of the Law-workers, az 
hath been ſaid, Rom. 9.6, 11, And this 
allo further appears to be the meaning of the 
Place, iv Vex-30, 31, 32, 33- where the As 
poſile fums up briefly and clearly what. he Na 
had iaid more largely and darkly, What 
Gy we then? (viz. in what he had foreſpo, || r 
kenifrom Fer.s.,to this places the Auſwer || t 
to which Queſtion followeth, viz.) That I 1 
the Gentiles which followed nat. after Righy, ÞÞ ] 
tcouineſs have attained ita-' Righteouſnels, 
evcn the, Rightcoufnels which is of Þaith; 
But Ira! which followed after the: Law of 
Righteouſncls hath not -attajngd to the Law 
of Righteouſieſs,. . Wherefore? - Becaulg 
they get it not by Faith, but as it werg 
by the Works .of,the:Law : For, they ſtum 
bled at that ftumbling Stone; &c,.. [See Mr, 
Themes Moor, ientor...in his Explicite Decla, | 
ration. of the. Teſtimony, pagi 321+ 3.53-37% 
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eh Wand in Reviewer Reviewed, pag, 88, 92, 99. 
KelY 7c. | 

ii -W far we have indeavoured to ſhew 
That by Election is not meant, an abſolute 
Decree of Gad, reſpecting ſome mens Pcr- 
nce Mons in a perſonal Conſideration 3 nor are 
ypc God's Elect and Choſen ones the Subjects of 
9h Much a purpoſe. ] Now we add further, 

48 2. Nor arethe Elect here ſpoken of {ach 
bis Ws arc called fimply, as that doth fignifie the 
he JAG of the Caller: For God may Call, and 
As thus men may be Called to the moſi High, 
he Wand yet not ſo Exalt Him as tocome unto 
at Þ Him, Hoſ- 11.7. God nay Call, and men - 
On © refuſe, Prov. 1. 24. So much. is fignificd in 
& | the Words, that it is more and a further 
at, Þ Buſmeſs to be Choſen then to be Called : 
ts = Many are Called, but few are Choſen; Though 
s, | a man cannot be Choſen but he muſt be Cal, 
bj led (I {peak of ſuch as are come to years of 
0 | Capacity) yet he may . be Called and; not 
# | Choſen. Yeq, we may rcad the words ag 
& || others do; Many are the.Called. In ſame 
e 
? 
| 


ſenſe, namely, . the Call may baye ſome Pre+ 

valency upon men, ſo as they may Creditthe 

. | Report of the Teſtimony of Chriſt, aud 

| come amongſt and. be reckoned as Members 

of God's People, and make ſome right  ac+ 

knowledgment and profetjion of the F aithy 
| an 
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and yet not be Choſen. Not every one that 
faith unto Chriſt, Lord, Lord, ( cither þ 
way of Confefſjon or Sipplication) fhall-en- 
ter into"the Kingdom of Heaven, but he tha 
doth the Will of Chriff's Father which is in” 
Heaven, Mat. 7. 21. Men may be fo fa” 
| prevailed with by the Call as to delire to 
have Chriſt's Name on them and be Hearers 
of the Word, and make a Trade of Hear. ſ** 
Ing they mayſcek Him daily, and frequent: 
ly tread His Courts, and uſe His Ordinance 
and yet not be Choſen in this peculiar fonl be 
we Goth of, Iſa. 4.1. and 48. 1,2. Fam. 1,l* 
22,24. The man that had not on the Wed- 
ding Garment was not Choſen, and yet the 
Call had ſuch Prevalency upon him, as that 
he was gathered thereby into the Houſe, or 
Church of Chriſt,” and was there when Þ* 
Chrift found him, Mart. 22. 10, 12, And}. 
this'is good tobe confidered alſo by us, that 
we deeetye not onr ſelves. For we are apt 
to think; that if we have been Baptized 
mtothe Name of Chriſt, 'and read the Scrip- 
rures, and ffequent the Aﬀemblies of Gods 
People., whether publickly only, 'or alfg 
privately,-and are perſwaded of the Good- 
- neſs and Truth of that Reported in the Goſs | 
pelz and in ſomeſort receive His Grace, and Þ* 
protets toknow God, that we are certainly '* 
MEN in 
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jinz good and happy cſtate and condition; 
when as-notwithſtanding-all this, though - 
"Ewe be in theſe reſpes of the Called, we 
_ may not be Choſen: Men- may - be Bap- 
tized, and yet-be in the Gall of Bitcerrely 
g. gd Bond of Iniquity, - A&s 8. 13, 23. Men 
may be Hearers of the Word and no Doers, 
and ſo deceive their own ſelves, - Fam.-1, 
22, Men may Believe in vain. and receive 
the Grace off God in vain, 1 Cor. 15. 2, 
oc [2 Cor. 6.1, Men may profels to know 
{ God, and yet in Works deny Him, 
bing abominable, and diſebedient, and 
4; Junto every good Work reprobate, Tit. 1. 
þ6 $15 Oh therefore! Let none of _ us 
deceive our ſelves, in thinking our ſelves to 
' be ſomething when we are nothing. - But 
Jt every! one of us prove, and approve his 
own Work, and then he ſhall have his re- 
pycing in himſelf alone, and not in ano- 
; ther, Gal. 6. 3,4. Let every one of us ſo 
receive the Grace of God to purpoſe, that 
we may be not only of the Called, but of 
the Choſen ones alſo. And this leadeth us 
0 the Afhrmative Anſwer to the Queltion 
xfore propounded (having ſpoken ſo large» 
ly to the Negative,” to ſhew,, who are not 
the Choſeu.) - viz. = 
-2, The Election here ſpoken of is a be- 


ing 


(78) T” 
ing ſevered, of gathered out of the Worl{ſtl 
in which men at tirft arez out of the Stat vx 
Principles, Ways, 'and Works of the World] d 
itoChriſt Jeus': Andfothe Ele& are ſuch] n: 
as for ths Excellency of the Knowledy of 
Chriſt-d6 ſuffer the lo of all things, an» 
count them but dung, that they may wil 
Chriſt,. and be found in Hin, Pþ#. 3. 4, gas 
10. /' Such they are who are the Called 4 V 
cording-to purpoſes, fuck as ſo Anfwer thin 
Call, and End of God in Calling ' them; oF K 
_ that they come 'untsand walk im Chriſt {6 
ſus, and- afcer' His Spirit ; Confider and Y 
compare Rom.'$. 28. with Ver. 53,34: ann 
Ver. x. The/Ele&'or Choſen are fach an 
come unto Chriſt, arid fo come, a5 that chiy at 
forfake all thatithey have for His fake; thay 
they may have thisPexrl of great Price : WC 
it appears itt this. Parable plainly, Thi 
Kings Oxen and' Fatlings being; killed, an 
all things ready, - he ſends forth his Servaity tt 
- firſt of all to: the” Firſt-bidden Gueſts, ti R 
call them, ſayiriz- Conte! #to the Marti age 
namely, -to' Chriſt, and! that Provi—fiod iv 
Him as is: before ſhewn::» Thete' were: Cal 4 
Jed; but ' not Chioferis; they: carrie* unot- tl 
Chriſt: that they: might have Eife 7 But ing 4 
ſtead thereof, they made lipht of 'the- Ma 
riage, and Martiage-fedlt, and! mM al 
_ ther” 
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oflitheteto 3 And (came not. but) went their 
Stat] ways; one'to his Farm, another to his Mer- 
ord] chandiſe 3 and the Remnant took His Ser- 
ſuck] zants; and intreated them ſpitefully, and 
Ip offlew them ; But when the King heard 'He 
anJwas wroth, &c. becauſe they were not 
' wiChoſen : They did not ſo highly value Chriſt 
4, qjas to prefer Him before the things of this 
4 4 World, and come unto Him, though they 
r th\were thus Called; Mat. 22. 2,4, 8,14. The 
1, a] King then-ſends forth His Servants unto the 
ft Te Gentiles, to Invite them to come to the 
ang Marriage and to gather them into the Houſe, 
 anfÞ which accordingly they do: And theſe ge-" 
h ag] nerally come, - and: fo - are the Called; biir 
chi} amongſt - them ſome are' not Choſen 3 the 
thay man was nct, 'which-had not on a Wedding 
: 8} Garment, and fo all like untohim: Name- 
Thy, ſuchas' thoigh they come; 'in, ſome fort, 
into the Houſe; as the Firli-bidden Gueſis 
amy cefaſed to do's yet they let not go their own 
;, "10 Righteonſneſs, which are as filthy Rags, 
aj that they "might have- the Righteoufnels 
0 i Which ts: —_ the Faiths of Chriſt, even 
Cit} the Righteouſneſs of God by Faith, that. 
tr Robe of 'Righteouſneſs; Phi. 3. 9. Ta. 61-_ 
- ihq 40. Or "they" ſo receive "not 'the Grace of 
dar 80d;} as in coming to Chriſt to be Juſtified 
tiod and Cleanſed . Cas-Par. 3, 14) from: their 
7542  Iniquitics 
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Iniquitics and Idols, and conforthed tothe 
Mind and Image of Chriſtz but while: they 
| pretend to {eck to be Juſtified: by. Chriſt 
they themſelves are found Sinners, -a's Gal, 
2.17. _ Andſtill remain altogether, or in 
a great meaſure, unſanctified in Heart, and 
unreformed in Lite, while yet they profeſs 
to be Chriſt's Diſciples, and believe His 
Goſpel. Theſe though of-rhe Called, as the 
Firſt-bidden Gueſts were not fo: fully, yet 
are not Choſen, or Elect: ones: And. abji- 
& ng in this condition will have their portion 
inthe Lake, where their Worm dieth not, aud 
their Fire is not .quenched,Ver. 8.14. By all 
which it plainly appears, that the Ele arc 
fuch as come to-Chriſt, and {o.come to Him, 
as to deny themſelves, and prefer Him: be- 
fore, -and-part withall for.His ſake. 
And this 1s allo confirmed by the like Pa- Þþ * 
rable, and our Saviours Inſtructions in Luk Nj , 
14- 'Whereallo, after the Supper ,was pre 
pared,. the Servant. is ſeat forth to ſay, to 
_ them that were biddenz Come, for all things 
.arc now ready : And they-all-with-one. con- || ' 
Tent began to make excule : The firſt ſaid uit || * 
to him, I have bought a piece of Ground, 
and I muſt necds:go and ſeeit, I pray thee 
; have mecxcuſed. : And another ſaid; I have 
bought five Yoke of Oxen., | and I go-to 
ab} | prove 


to 


Ee © & & X30 


"T \akring.; 


| in. Ml general.or ſomucthing el{cin particular be. 


f 2 


=_ "wy I N-r3l thee have me excuſed. 
Fe Fagpner (8a 1d, have Married a Wife, 
ind. therctore f cahiiot” come. ---So-the- Jer. 
Fang came, "Vid ſhewed: his *Lord-'theſe 
things: © Then the Miaftcr being: angry, ſaid 
unto his Scrpant, go out quickly, &+-,\£0 
Vit thefts” And after lie had fignifed 
kie Sreat” 73 kak ae \with thoſe who res 
TI Zordis t/CHift-when® Called, Tay: 
ing, None of thoſe men watch were bidden 
Si 91h Fate of my: 'Stpper , he turned; and 
M4: 
Bir o the greve” mmaltitudes'that went 
Fey K "Hal: WY MAN COMP mhtts me, and | 
ah nat (cot watively) his Pather; and 
Notre. Wt, and Children; ad Bre. 
Bren, ts "ol, bs, (and bis aw Life al- 
fa, "be? caimot barns leible: » A aobiftever 
do Ab, at be: 4 bj off and cbme nf} me; "Can 
2 my DIf Tp II fate == hiſhtves he be 
,of You, that Fl thethy ot all tha-hie hath, Tie 
4 be: ny Paforple," : Euke 7 LY 46, 2, 24, 
33: Which Eontirmeth what we' have 
; TH ha i5.d Sredable: to the Parable we are 
And” {keweth?,' that theſe are 
tgC : Me ones wWho'fo come mito; and after 
Ebrif FR thit they RI'2Ilthat they have that 


.. 


"they ade partAkers of Him: And o- 
theks that {odo nor; biit pre erother things 


fore 
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For Him, however they: may . wh oY 
of the Called, yet are not, e1o doin 
of the. Elect or Choſen: Generation, "or th 


-* * 4 
« = . 


often- Band: - 
Butzi God FTE We fo = ha 
a littlemoxe partigularly, and ſhew'; WW 
Election! apd Elect: lignific in Sag he, 
And ſo wejay,  - * 
 Forfs, Ele&ion doth; properly. ar Fre- 
quently Ggnific, . a Chi ang out, "vi | 
out ſomeulzom, others: And th e.Fl «Ox 
'Ghokan are. -fach/ as: ALS. Choſen out. vs Jr 
from. others; and f0,,.it- wo »AEre... Abd fo 
our.\ Underſtanding and" nſctulnels*, of wi e 
Propetrapdy, direck;y8 Jfication 16le 
eg dsand; DIG gl ET : 
ve Anſar from NAS, Fa 


Que, Jo 7 bes 19 the gs ut 
for the- effecting this E lettzon "Fe 1 l ws 
. Auſwq,;Fhe Grace or.Love 0 f GH 9 
nifeclied; and everlaſtingly .. commen G41 
us in-this, - that, He ſentrhe Son, ny EY 


our of the, World, even of Mankind: ; A 
according, thereto;;Chxi 7 Came; Ito {he 
World; and-was made Fleth, 'and was.made 


.Sing, and by the Grace of God. taſted. Death 
for every man 3 and.is raiſed again for their 
Juſt 
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ſultification : And hath :Redecined them 
from-the Curſe: of the: Law; and: obtained 
all the Fulneſs. of Grace and* Truth 'into 
HimfalF for them. © This Grace as diſcover- 
ed;- and made known to us by the Miniſtry 
of the great--Kings: Servants mm. and by the 
plorious! Goſpel *of-the 7Bleſſed: God, is-the 
Argument 'propouinded: for Electing'men. 
S$ in-this Parable3''to che end !the-Lovited 
Gaefts -might' come-into Chriſt, and 1o be 
the Suabje&s *0f 1God*s-Eledtion,” the>King 
cormandethHis Servants to tellthem': Be- 
hold," I have' prepured:'my Dinuer, wy Oxevr 
ad" Patlivigs ave klled\, and all: thiugs are 
Yexdy, *Coms ty therMarriagej Mato2 2. 34.4, 
$9: with\LukerÞ is, 77. : To this alſo 
aprectly what the: Apoitle: Put] faith > even 
{otherthete is /rtminant-according to the 
Medion, ot Oit-chuling of iGrate FLA remi- 
Aint like ufto: the ſeven thouſand-men ih 
Elurhisdays, who hadndt boxed theknee 
16 'Bzal; rot Idolaters and<Falſe worſhip- 


' pers2a5 thel Bleftsi ome men peak ofh.imy 


bPindi'continiieds corfiderableitimes>Bree 
fidv'a$ are freed from,land® choſkn: dut' dr 
fuch pollvted : oncs.: \and+ pollitions3- And 
that,>riotby-Whrksi of Riglireoufncawhith 
they Had dotie; bat -by the Grace loFi GbU 
Wwhith- is Saving,: or bringeth-lvation'tb 
LAT, Gr 2 all 
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©\\ tnen, Rom. 11.4,6. And fo the. bein 
Saved, viz:;From mcis Sins and Idols, j; 
the ſame with this being. Elected,. or Out. 
choſen 3 compare} and 'conhider -2: Theſ, 2, 
= 12.with Yer. 13. | Andit isby theſare 
ans Or Axgument- effected, - viz. By the 
Grac: of. God. as the: Apoftle ſigniheth 
to the 'Ephefians :. Fof aftcr he had declared 
what pollizted ones they /were: in Times paſt, 
namely, ,befivre they heard and receiyed the 
Wotdoft Truth 3 he:then puts theti-in -xt> 
membrance how ; they: got: an! eſcape; from 
their -Pollutions: By-Grace: ye.-are; ſaved, 
And.again;.. By. Grgse,:.ye -are ſaved. through 
Faith, and\tbat..not«of yanr ſelves, 3t is the 
(Gift af; God : Not of Works - leſt any - mas 
Should boaſt. Ephel.. 2:1 15.23 55: $; 9;;-with 
Rom} x15 6: Yea, theLovers of God;: nd 
.God's Ele, are; hgnihtd:to, be the-fame 
Perſons; compare; :and: conſider; ; Rom; 8.28. 
with: #er,-33+ Now,!How come- meu; to 


be Lovers6fGbd? Certaiply, by the Grace 


-or Love of God, even His-firſt Love;diſco- 
vefed-toithenn,; as: the, Apoſile- Fohnſaith; 
He ets Love's: Bornof God, and knozyetb 
Goal +=:;for God is Love: :But how doth'this 
appeary; add whereby is; aÞ evidenced -that 
'Heri5>Loye ?: In'; this >was :manifeſted-the 
Lovg: Eo, - that. God ſeft oy 
only 
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ohly begotten Son into the World, that we 


might live through Him..—- He ſent the Sox 
"Bthc Saviour of the World. — And we have 
"E known and believed the Love that God hath 


tous, -God is Love, &c. Heveby 1s oxr love 
made perfef, even through the Knowledg and 
Belief of His Love, aud that He is Love. 
And what Love of God is the producer of 
our love to Him, is alfo declared by the ſame 
Apoſtle: We love Him, becauſe He firſt loved 
w, It is the Manifettation-and Diſcovery, 
not of any delightful, diftinguiſhing Love. of 
His, but of that great Love wherewith He 
loved us, and all: Mankind 3. whereby we 
are begdtten to the Love of Him, and there- 
ia niade of the Choſen and Elect Generati- 
on, 1 Joh 4. 7,19, 16,19. with Ephef. 2. 
4,5-- And fo'it appears ; that the Argu- 
ment for effecting this Election 1s, the Gracs 
of God to Manward diſcovered in the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt. + «0? TY 

Que. 2.. What is the way owned. and ap- 
proved of God' in ori through . which men. are 
ee? 7 203 AUNT 1101 051 | 
 Anſw. The way. of His. owging/and ap- 
proving 1s, the-'Sanctification of the' Spi- 
rit, and belicf of the Truth, when; and as. 
diſcovered to them :- That is, Men are then 
Choſen, when they ſo with the! Heart be- 
F*t bs 3 lieve 


UN; WEIS or in the Wicked one, -.x. Joby 
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leve the Word. of Truth, and Grace o 
God'therein'diſcovered;1 as that thereby - 
are Sanctified and Cleanſed i in the Spirit 
their Mind, and devoted unto God, and not 
before. To: this purpoſe--the Apoſtle Peter 
ſpeaketh :: Ele according to the forekponr 
tedg (or Fote-approbation) of God: the Fq- 
tbey (according to that way fore-owned. of 
Him) 22. or: through the SaxGification. of the 
Spirit, 1 'Pet. 1.2. To:which agreeth. alſo 
thatof the Apolile Pax. tothe Theſſaloniaxs | 
We are. hound: to: give thanks ' alway to. God 
for you Brethren; beloved: of the Lord, be- 
cauſe Godri hath from: the beginning (vize,o 
their Goſpels: coming: to them, as\Theſ. 1, 
5.and:2.1:3:) -Choſey yor to 8 alvgtion;through 
or iz the Sunttification of ;the Spirit and Be 
lief of the Truth : Whereunto He alſo Called 
you: byour Goſpel, 8c, 2: Thel. 2.13, £44 No 
man therefore-while he:abides in. his Igng, 
rxance, Unbelief, and Diſobedience of: God 
3s: Ele&ed-:or Choſen nor until- he; be in 
ſome meaſuteWaſhediand Sanctified in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the. Spixit 
of our: Gody''1'Cor.6:9;1le |; 

Que, 3- Out of what are .men Eletied,, Ly 
Choſen 2: 

Anſw.. Our F, the World which licth i in 


W420. 


= 


S -*”  odlo. Cl  E—_ wa kc as a Pa a, *» 


9+ 17. 


-N <1 9. And of which, until they werc 


choſen out,” they were: as well as others; 
and not. only wat; but alſo of 'it : They 
ſometimes walked according to the courſe of 
this World, -accordingito the Prince of the 
power of. the Airy'the Spirit that now work- 
«hin the Children: of: Diſobedience : A- 
mongft. whom we alſa had our Converſation in 
timer paſt in the Luft of our Flqh.—— And 
were -by- Nature Children of Wrath, even as 


| berry faith the Apoſtle Pal of both Gen- 


rilerand Fews,' who. were after Choſen out 
of this fad condition, 'Epheſ.2.1,3,;5- To 
this purpoſe: ſpeaks. our - Saviour 'unto, and 
concerning*his iDiſciples: Te are z0t of the 
World,” but F have :| Choſen you out of the 


| World] And, T bave manifeſted thy Name 


ware the-men which thou gaveſt me' | out of the 
W#ld;]-Johw 15:19: and: 17.6; In both 
which places -itcis plainly Intimated, that 
time was that they were . (not-only . in the 
World-in- their: Perſons, :for {o- they {till 
avert, :nordid' onr Saviour pray. to His Fa- 
ther to take tthem'out: of it in this. ſenſe, 
"Joba17. 1, 15:--but-allo they were). of the 
World? as: to-their'State,: Condition,. Fel- 
Jowſhip, and Demeaionr > and: during that 
tire they were not: Elected; or .Choſcn out 
ofit; For Gods: Ele& and Choſen ones, 
ry ArmG 4 555 :: amd 


7 
s as 
S_ e? 


and the world arc oppoſzqd- the. one toith 


- other, and the former hated by thzJattes; i 


As allo our Saviouroft times tiyntheth a 
{uch expretiions as theſe.” ::1f ye wereaf the 
world the world would tive bis own," but hes 
cauſe ye are not of 'the'world;* but I have eboſen 


you'out of the world, thereftire the: world; hateth, 


you, John 15.19, 19. Te:ſhall veep: and lament, 
but the: world ſhall rejoyte; Chap." 16; \20, 
pray for them, I pray notfor the world, but for 


them that thou baſt given meont of the world; | 


T bave given them thy Word, and the World 
bath hated them,” becauſe jhey are not of #be 
world, even 'as I aw qt of the world, Chap, 
17. 9,14;16,2,21,232 {I John 3. 1, 13:.'And 


{o the choſen. ones are ſuch as are {eperatad F 


and ſevered from others in-their fiate; pol 
Jutions, evil principles, -and mannefs;.'Arid 


ſo |. Seperated ]-and'{| Choſen] are! uſed þ 


indifferently, and put one for another -in 
our Types, whom we art inſiructed! to be- 
hold. - 1 Cor. '10. 18: As. whereas: 4n Dent. 
10. $.it is faid: At that time the Lord ſept 
rated the: Tribe of Levi, ----to miniften. att 


- bim:.1tis this rendred,' Chap. 21. 5. &:18, | 


5. 2: Chron. 29. 1:1. The. Sons of Levi ſhal 
come near , ' for them the Lord , thy - God 
bath | choſen to miniſter unto him : $o again, 
in one place it is ſaid: Tam the Lord yorrr God 

which 
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which have [ſeperated | you from ather people; 


| Te ſpall therefore put difference between clean 


Beaſts aid -uncleay. —-- And ye ſhall be holy, 


for. ---= Thave | ſevered |] you from other peo- 
ple, that. ye ſhould be mine © In another place 


upon 2 like occaſion it is thus ſaid : The Lord 


thy God hath | choſen | thee to bea peculiar 
people unto himſelf : ---- Thou ſhalt not eat any 


abominable.thing, Conſider and compare 
Levit. 20, 24, 26, with Dext. 14.2, 3, Oc. 


| Ando they area choſen Generation whoare 


called ( not only whom God is calling, "but - 
who, are eventually called ) ozt of darkneſs 
( out of the darkneſs of this world, and out 
of - their ignorance and unbeliet) zxto his 


| marvelous. light, Compare 1 Pet. 2. 9, 10. 


with Chap. 4. 3+ Such as aredelivered ont 
of the power of darkneſs, and tranſlated or 


| Temoved into the Kingdom of Gods dear 


ſors, Col.1. 13. with As 13-22. This is that 
out of which men are choſen, even out of 
themſelves, and out of the world and power 
ofdarkneſs. | | 

.. QueInto and in whom are Men cho-- 


| ſen? 


\:  Anſw. Into, andin Jeſus Chriſt 3” as the 
Apoſtle faith, Who hath |'choſen us in bim, ] 
Eph. 1.4. As we have ſeen before: The E- 
lect are not - choſen in the firſt Adam, nor 

in 


in, themſelycs, but in Chriſt, who is the 
STA! +BLUES v5 GH} ie Nl 
prime Ele&, unto whom God hath giveg 


« bvely ſtones are built 


is firſt of all an El& choſen fone, an El |; 
foundation and Corner ſtone £ *And* tholt ur 


. - - my c * =_ 


1 P4t.2.4,5,6,9, 10. with Iſa, 28,16. Ari 


hereby it appears, . both that ſome who were [m 


lome ,. hecauſe ſome are_in Chriſt before | 
others, FL 6. 7,89 in or Types of 01g: |. 
Abrghan was choſen before his Seed, God | th 
choſe. hiv when be w4s.in lr of the Chatden - 
PE nn ELIIL DEL 1 SEIETO © FORE 376 Nth. '\9m 
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« 


r 


the 


n 
al: 


; Pal. 14+ 7. And mho ſitteth HOW. 14 our Nature 
; FA God's boly: Hill of Zion, -Plal. 2,6. Aud iy 


BY 2: ro BE Ib choſe his. Seed after him, 
beat. 4. 3T. &: IO, I I. Ezek. 20. 5-:The 


[ rd-hath choſen. Zion, even Jeſus Chriſt firſt o 
bo who came. . and "ball come eut of 29 


whom. God. dwelleth., and mill dwell for ever, 
ſohn 14. 10, x1. Col. 2. 9. And ſecunda- 


Urily thoſe that are born in Zzox, Chrilts 


Children, who, come unto him, and ſoare 
born of the . Law and Doctrine of Chriſt, 
which proceedsfromZ:0n,Pfa.87.5.And w! 

truſt in the Lord, ſuch as are good and axe of 
ypright hearts,Pſal.125.1,5. and 132. 11,13. 
Even Zioz, whom no man careth for, to wit, 
Chriſt, who is. diſallowed iindecd of men,and 
thoſe that are brought into, and born ofjand 
walk in Chriſt,hath the Lord choſen, and he- 
ing choſen in Chriſt, they are called intoGods 
marvelous LightzforChrift is the Light of the 
World,theSun ofRightcouſneſs,andFountain 
of Light, 1 Pet, 2. 9, 10. Pſal:36.9. And ſoalfo | 


« Fare choſen and called into theGrace of Chriſt, 


into his ſpecial & peculiar favour,and are the 
{ubjecs of that,Gal.1.6.to which afterwards. 
.., Qu, 5-, Unto. what are the Elected choſen ? 
.:Anſw. Unto Obedience, and ſprinkling of 


the Blood of Chriftz namely, that.as Chil- 
Aren .of Obedience; they. ſhould not faſhion 


= hems 
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rherſelves according to their former lubſſ, 


In their ignorance : But as he who hath ci} 
by 


ed them is holy, ſo they ſhould be holy in al 
manner of Converſation: And that their Heaitill 
might be ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, anl p 
'#heir Conſciences from dead works. to ſerve th k 
living God, and their bodies waſhed with pun f 
"Water, 1 Pct. 1. 2: with Heb. 10. 22. and þ? 
'9. 14. He hath choſen them to be an bolypa-l| 
ple to himſelf ;Eph.1.4.thns'ic was ſaid to out p 
Types: Ie ſhal be holy unto me,for Tthe Lard an 
' boly aud have ſevered you from other peoplegha 
e ſhould be mine, Levit. 20.25. Aud again; 
The Lord hath choſen thee to be a peculiar pet: 
ple unto himſelf, ahove all the Nations upon thi 
Earth; a peculiar people Zealous of good Worky, 
Deut. 7. 6. & 14.2. with Tit. 2. 14. Henc 
"an Elect Generation and Holy Nation art 
* put together, 1 Pet. 2. 9. And as they are 
choſen in Chriſt, in the fanctthcation of the 
Spirit, 'and belief of the Truth, as hath 
| been ſaid : So the end alfo, is, That they 
« ſhould be holy and without blame before himit 
- Love: Eph. 1. 4. 
** And fo he hath choſen them tobe, and 
...continue a Spiritua! Houſe", an Habitation 
"for himſelf through 'his Spirit, 1 Pet. 
"2.'.4, 5. And his Houſe they .are, who hold 
faft the confidence; and the rejoycing of the 
BE hope 


ry 
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lul hope firm unto. the end, Heb. 3.6, 14.. The 
call Lird hath choſen Zion, be hath defired itfox 
7 al bs Habitation.. This it the reſt for ever; here he 
""Igil dwell, for he bath deſired it, Plal. 132. 
N 13, 14- And. as in; our. Types he did - chufe 
: th the Temple 'to.be a place of 'Habitatign, in 
Pome ſenſe, for himſelf, whence it was often 
- and alled the; Houſe, ob God,.&c: 2. Chron..7. 
'p *09-F12. 16. So now thoſe that come unto, and 
1 are built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles 
\"$and Prophets,: Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
| chick; Corner Stone, they grow. unto, an 
"I Holy: Temple. in the. Lord, -Epb: 2; 20423: 
PF 5 Cor 34 164,47: They are, and to that;cnd 
rf te hath choſen cher, that +hey might be.the 
"RY Emple of the Lizing God <1 4s God het Jaid, 
EE hmill: dwell im them, aud walk in then. aud 
TY will. be their-God, axd they ſhall; be my people, 
4. (4.C0r-6..16, 1.8. 6.2 A114 2964 bt 
uy: He hath «hoſen them. to bear his. name 
urto,. and, before. others, and; to render his 
praiſe -.glorions., And as' in. tormer times 
11 God :did chuſerthe. Temple, that his. name 
Mght- be there. forever, 2-Chron. 7. 1.4+;S0 
te hath chofeq; them that come, unto Chriff, 
that they-might be 2 Spiritual Prictthood, Q 
offer Sacrific;s; and hold forth the Word 0 
Life to, others, and ſo: be. Infixruments of 
good unta others; Soitisfaidof Fe alt 
Ad C 


eqn rb þ 


ws} +» 
: 


(94) 


he” was'Converted. He is @ cDiſen V ſet (i 


2" Veſſel 'of Ete&tion ) nts We; fo' bear my 
mume, &c. Even to be Chrifts Witneſs thy 
men of what 'he had'ſeen and beaed-* Toth 
El be mightb+'an Diftritment for dpeting lh 
Eyes bf the b—ehd;both Jews and Gentiles, ail 
Pati ing. them- from darkneſs roligbr, and from 
the Power uf Satan 10 God; thi they muy 6s 
reive the forgiveneſs of thei f fins, cand - Inhe. 
Fit rice among them'that are ſurdiified ( and 
choſen hots faith that 'is in Chriſt, iAdt 
&: 15. with Cliap.. 22.14,T5- && 26, 16, 18, 
ndthis is \his-end {alſo moreFendraltiyih 
aſlig! others, - hat they: inlight be Enfituc 
of s s 84 to' thoſe thatasyert _— 

S the -Apolile Peter fgnificth 
SB, a\Royat: Prieſthool 
Bea” \Thariys mighr hew forth Fas Praſenl 
Him that hath called yore out-of D} Lerkyeſs tri 
Hr "ni I mhabotholrs Fight. 4 hat * Y ohne 0+ 
_— f ex evil. of you ' as of 'evih doers, "hij 
yortr 'gdbd © Works which: the y ſhi 
fone God" 50- the ay: of jnfirinn 
Fer” F 9.10.12." ''S0'Simeon elle-wh6i 
= ard, how God ar the firit did Viſit the 


Gentiles, to take but. of then Peoplecfor 
Name 7 and o-! t0!  Baild*apain the Te 


ry of "David "which was fallen dow, 
te. that the 'refidne of net maaebr ſee 


Wwe 


no = CO ao... . a oO. 


nd 9 he M__— wk ma 
emerges EDITS Ez I, r= 2 0-4_D, pp. 
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the Lord; o” _ 


6 Tat 
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Met they! 


fur, with eternal Glory, 
ith Col. 1, '24. and Epheſ: 3:1 
"God's *Elc& here "{poken' of Ute 
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| together with them be'happy 
"Him, AGs r5. 14,17. with 
Ss. Mar. 7. 7, V. = 

An 7 | aftimately He hath 'Choſen them; 


joht'obtain the everlaſting Glo2 
iy of or Lord and Savidur: "Jefus- Chriſt, 
$'the Apoltfe Paul faith,” God" hath from the 
»B begzunt 4M Choſen you wt Falpation, "Gee. 
2,13: Ths An a ain,''T dive all 
a6 © Yip the "Els Jake, (viz. for Chriſt's 
vdies fake, which is the Chiirch) #hit" they 
0. may obrain the Salvatinn' obich i Th Chriſt 


"compare, 2 Tit 


» 
— 


TONE 45: by the «diſcovety. of the Grace"'bF 


rd In '"Ehriff by the Golp el are brou! 
id pr Vailed, wirſi 
4 fn'that b6! FN: 
the Spirit”: ; Choſen ont of t 


BG 227: 3: 


2g! 


t in, 
believe es 


Sznctifited" by 
e World rmto 


Chriſt's, Je: gut of thetGwer of Datk- 


ties, and © 


Kin dom" BY 


Ih gy 2 
beta 6 


- Ie ws 
Rake ar 


Hee] 


n, Veg 'T&rnoved itit6” the 
Gods dear” -S6n 3 that they 
might be, "Arid" hitirjue to he" and'2ccor 

a re)a ſpdiaFFco- 
ly*Pcople, an Ha- 


tation for EE hb is "thei Portion, to 
hew forth His:Virtues,*amd*b& to Him "br 
a Namie, and'a Praife; 'andaiGlory, for the 
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..mands, or Appointimgnt, of another : Soit 
oPAns, WE PT 508 


| C97. 
istaken, 2 Sam,15.15., David's ſervants faid 
Kinco the King; Be o!d, thy ſervants are ready 
| {0 do whatſoever my Lord the King ſhall appoint, 
wor: { Chyſe] as in the Margin, So again, 
wee 1 Sam. 19. 33. WVhetſoever thou ſhalt require, 
rf | Chuſe | of me}, that will T do:for thee. 
LE And thus it may be well here allo taken in 
iy ths place : Many are Called, viz. Unto Chrilt 
15] by the Goſpel, inthe faithful Miniſtration 
ous thercot. by his Seryants. , Many. are by the | 
and Kint commanded -to come, but: few arc w— | 
| Commanded, Ruled, or Appointed by Him 3 | 


Wo mito the Marriage : But they wack, of i, 
meg 8c." And though the man that ha 


FE 95g ) | 
Goſpel, Mat. 22.3, 4, 5, $, 13- This is Hi 
Commandment and Appointment, and that 
which He requireth of us in the Goſpel 
when it..is Preached to us, That we belier, 
on the Name of His Sou Feſus Chriſt, and lov; 
one another., But the moſt to whom the glad 
ridings of the Goſpel are Reported,and unto 
whom theſe Commandments are given by 

- the Lord Jeſus, will not come to Chriſt that 
they might have Life : And they are there, 
fore condemned becaule they obey not the 
Goſpel, in believing on the Name of the 
only begotten Son of” God, 1 Job 3. 23. 
with. John 3.18. Rom. 10. 16, and 2 The, 
1.8, 9. God is faithful in ' Calling men in 
due time, to the end they might come to 
the Knowledg of the Truth : But alas, few 

there are who receive and obey_ His Com- 

mandment, but the greateſt part remain ſons 
of Belialin Heart, ſuch Perfons as will not 

. take Chrifts Yoke upon them, nor learn; of 
Him, though His Yoke be cafie, and His 

Burden light, and His Commandments are 
not grievous 3. Bt give a with-drawing, or. 

backsſliding ſhoulder : And ſo remain unruly, 

and uncomrmanded Perfons, fuch as will do 
whatſoever goeth forth out *of their own 

Mouth; and will not be appointed and or- 

dered by Him, and the Light and Infiruci- 
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ons of His Grace, which teacheth that de. 
tying ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we 
ſhould live Sobcrly, Righteouſly, and God- 
ev ly in this preſent World, Zech:7. 11. Fer. 
ove il 4416.17. 1 Theſe 5.14- Tit. 2. 11, 22: And 
lad "this, underſtanding Art well: agreech with, 
ito | aitd' is ſatable unto the former ſenſe given.” 

by 3. Choſen, or Ele&, fignificth choice 
nat | ones, and ſuch as are more Excellent theh 
re. | others,” more Precious and' Eminent then 
the # others. | Hence we have | Choſen and Pre- 
the Gous) twice joyned together, and both op- 
3. | poſed in one Verſe toidifallowed, TPet.2.4,6. 
el, | So Choſen and Difpiſed are oppoſed the one 
in Þ to the other, F4m.2.5;5. So'whereas in one 
to place it is ſaid, A good Name 7s rather to be 
W Fore then preat Riches. Tn another it 
nf is faid, A good Name is | Better} then precious 
ns | Oynrment, compare Prov: 22. 1. with Ecclef. 
ot | '7.7. To lignihe, that ſuch Perſons or Things 
of F are the Subjes of Ele&tion which are better 
is | then others. Thus it & faid of Chtifts Spouſe : 
re. | There dre threeſcore Queens, and fonrſcore Cox 
or. | cubines, and Virgins without number, Bat my 
y,. | Dove, my nndefiled,” is but one, ſhe is the only 
lo, | one of ber Mother, ſhe is the choice, pure or eletf 
m || oze (as ſome read it) of her that bare her. She 
r- || is 2 choice, eled, f and excellent one, one that 
i- | excels all others whatſoever, Cant. 6. $, 9. 
15. Z H 2 $0 
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Kifuco LG Gu; F014" OLD; 
S9 whe 30 we og d, With the pure thou wilt 
ſhew thy. ſelf pure: It is thus rendred' by 
others, With _— Ele& thou wilt be Elet 
Pſal. 18, 16... So [Choſen] oftentimes ſig- 
nifics, - Foe, or. Excellent,. whether Per. 
Jong ar NIE Exodtaa. 7- and x5. 4. PU. 


Ezck. 24-,.5. "So it is here alſo; 


qe, 
Te who.are choſen.out of the World by 
the EB zicas: ing of Grace, and ſo Ruledand 
Commanded by, t the Goſpel, they are indeed 


the precigus Sons 'of Zion, in comparifon of 


whom, Gl reſidue of. men, though Called, 
are Yet; Vue, Refule perſons, Pfal. 15, 4 


The Righteous. is more. excellent-,then i 
Neighbour, Even [hc An. one as comes -un- 


.ANC believes i in, and puts on Chrift for 
his” Te arcopſneſs , to Cover, Cleanſe, and 
Conform. him tg His;Will and Emage; Prov. 
-I'2, 2Prizinh he Loverog 0. the El 6cX one, 
& .the-,mol Excellent perſon, Links Ls3- 
EDN I.iro and. preferred before I 
others,. allowed owed of God ; the Saints 
are RI Lk AR ONES, 1. Pe py 2..4+, Pſal.16. 
2, 3+ Born; of. more, cxetllent Seed then 0- 
thers, ene: incoxruptible Seed, 1 Pet. I, 
Z. 23. .Mf a-more eellent Father, even 
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due time inherit gJloriouſly, and are now by 
Faith Heirs of the' everlaſting Kingdom of 
our- Lord and Saviour Jeſus' Chrift Fames 
2.5. Andſo, many-are Called}'but fer are 
Choſen, choice Ones : The greatelt part will 
be refuſed and dia Howed of God, becauſe of 


; | their own ſtubborn-refafal of, 'and diſobe- 


dience-to Chriſt, ' © + | 

4. Ele&, or "Choſen, dotly fignife in 
Scripture, Beloved; or © Loved, with': a. de- 
ligheful and- peculiar manner 'of Love: So 
iris ſaid,” The Sons of God'ſaw the Danghters 
of men that they were fair, "aud theytook, theme 
Wives of 'all that they choſe; vir: felighted in, 
or were well pleaſed with;- Gen.'6.2* 86 theſe 
two words, Choſen and: Deliyhted/in, are 
ulee indifferently 3 They ihave Choſen (their 
own Ways, and their" Sol delighteth in their 
abomjnations, 1ai-66.'2,4. ' $0 whereas in 
the Prophet Iſaiah: It is thus faids Mine 
Ele& in whom y ' Soul: delighteth c- That 
Scripture is thus read' and' rendred by the 
Evangeliſt Matthew! -My beloved,” in whom 
my Soul is welLpRaſed,-compare Hi. 42. 1. 
with Mat. 12. 18; cThes-#ga1n} T4 it-fach 4 
Foft as T have | Chifen 7] JFil thou e4ll this 
ar Acceptable] day? Choſein and! Accep- 
table, or Well-pleafing,”'are the ſame; And 
Choſen ſigniticth 4Delight,' ox Detlightſome 
"88 IH 3 day 
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day unto the Lord , 7z. 58. 5,6, with: ver} 
13, Sochoſenin the Lord, and beloved; orÞi 


beloved in the Lord, are uſed indifferenth 
by the Apoſtle, Roms. 16, 8,12,13. -, Soith 
herealſo; Many are called, . but fer are choſen, 
few beloved, or delighted inz no more than 
come to Chriſt, fox they are beloved in him 
the beloved one, Rom. 16.8. Eph, 1.6. In- 


deed God loves all men, while it is called to| 


day, with a love of pity and compaſſion, with 
a love of mercifull kindneſs,and hath abundant. 
ly manifeſted it, in that he hath given. his only 
begotten Sou to be the Saviour of the Warld, 
Joh. 3.16. & 4-42. Andas is evident+in what 
he doth unto them thorow Chriſt ;. Thus he 
Joves-:them -who hate him, and haththere 
fore propounded himfel as.an example to be 
imitated by us, to. the.end we mightſo ſc 
and follow him, - as ta love and be mercifmllt9 
our Enemies, and bleſs them that curſe us, %c. 
Matth, :5... 44; 45. Luke-6. 27, 35,36, He 
G loves-all-men,; that he is not willing that 
any man, ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come .to repentance, Ezek. 18. 23,31, 32, 
Ge 33-115 1: Tim. 2. 4,6.2 Pet. 3.19. But 
yet, though he love them thus, andis piti- 
fall and compaſſionate toward - them, and 
hath no re in the death of him- that 
dieth, but rather that he ſhould turn and 


live, 


verſ. 
;-0r 
nth 
1th 
ſen, 
han 
him 
In. 
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live, yet notwithftanding he cannot deligh® 
in.them that ſtill abide tn their .ignoranc® 
and-unbelicf of the Goſpel, and are Enemies 
to his -Son : But contrarily, he hates them 
with ſuch an hatred as is oppoſed toa love 
of Wellepleaſedne(s : He that believeth not the 
Son;ſhall not ſee Life, but the wrath of God abi. 
dethon him; John-3. 36. He #4 not a God that 


G hath pleaſure in wickedneſt, neither ſhall evil 


dwell with him: The fooliſh ſhall not fland in 
his fight. he hateth all the workers of iniquity, 
Plal. 5.4,5. So he ſaith concerning Eporaim: 
All their wickedneſs is in Gilgall, for there I 
hated them for the wickedneſs of their doings, 
Hoſc-9.:15. The wrath of God cometh and aha 
deth 'on the Children of diſobedience, Eph. 5; 
5,6: Col. 3.5, 6. And therefore none ſuch 
are..delighted in, nor choſen, while ſo abi- 
ding, and- coutinuing. They wearied the 


Lord with their words, who faid, He delight- 


eth in them that do evil, Mat. 2. 17. As they 
now do who ſay,Such as arc unb2lievers, Ido- 
laters, Adulterers, profane perſons,drunkards, 
aud notorious /tinners. may, while abiding 
luch, be'the ele& of God; and loved of him: 
with peculiar diſtinguiſhing love, which is: 
directly .contrary;to the Scriptures, as hath. 
been ſaid; which-fignific,-that though God 
pity; and |is iconwalſionate'to. foolith; ones) * 


H 4. | yet Xs | 
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"Yet he delighteth not in them :: He bath yy 
| —- Pleaſure. in, fools., Prov. '1.' 20, 22, with 
| Eccleſ(. 5.: 4. But now his' Elect ones are 
ſuch as hedelighteth in, and loves with pe. 
culiar manner of love :-Hence the Ele& ary 
ſuch as-are ſaid /to be: beloved, Gol. $: 12; 
All his delight is-in them that are choſenout Bt 
of the World, and 'keep:: his Commanile. 
ments, and which are the excellent ones, 
Pſal, 16.2, 3. They that are of a frown 
Heart are abomination to the Lord, bit ſuch 
45 are upright in their way” are his delight, 
| Prov: It+,20. & 12, 22, 'Allſuch and only 
{uch as love Chrift, the father loverh-with 
delightfull love: ( I ſpeak: of ſuch are:comt 
to.years of capacity, and have the:Goſpe| 
pony declared to! them.) As our Savioui 
imſelf ſignificth , ſaying ;: For the Futho 
himſelf loveth: yaut,, becanſe ye have loved me, 
and have betieved that I came ont from God, 
ſuch he lovethrwith' ſuch manner of-[love., av 
that he calls-and owns then as his Sorts by 
faith;  Aud- if Sous then Heirs, John 16. 27. 
x John 3.1, Andſuch as theſe Chriſt loveth, 
and delighteth in ; As he faith, T love them 
that love me... And as the father hath loved me; 
ſo baveT lowed:you, continue ys in my love.Prov. 
8.17: Johir 1:5. :9,-But:.who are they that 
_tove Jeſus: Chriſt, andifoarc the ſubjesof 


his, 
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is, and his fathers peculiar love, his Elec 
ones , in' whom he delighterh ? They *are 


ſuch as when 'called, come to, and are ruled 
by Jeſus Chriſt; ſuch ' as, he, not only'com- 
mands.but alfo they are commanded 'by him, 
ind obedient 'to hit,” and fo cholen 3 *as in 
the ſecond fenſe,of the word | choſen ]' be- 
fore ſpoken! to : ' So faith onr, Saviour him- 
ſelf; He that hath my Commandements. gn4 
keepeth them, be * it is that Ioveth me, and be 
that Ioveth me ſhall be loved of my father, and 
[wit love him: and-will manifeſt my ſ:If to'bim, 
And agaln pts If any man love me be ill beep 
my Word; and my father will love bim, "and we 
will come nnto* him, '&c. Once more If ye 
keep my Commandments 'ye ſhall cont mie 7n my, 
be; even as T kept my fathers Commandment fa 
md abide in his love, John 14.21, 23. & 15, 
4 10. 1 John'2: 3; 5:& 5.2.3, 2: John 8 
Truly God: fo loveth Hits Son. Jeſus, Chriſt, 
becauſe he laid down his life for us that he 
might take it up again, that he .Joves all 
them that love him with a delightful love; 
they are his -choſen ones, with whom he 1s 
well pleaſed : He grves unto them Fiernal Life, 
_ 3. 16,18. Jam. 2:5. And he ſoloveth 
ns Son, that he hates, , and .caunot delight 
in them that are his Encmics,, and hate him: 
He will beat "own bis foes Dbfore bis face, and. 


. plague 


job . 
plague them tbat hate bim,Pſal.89.23. John 2. 
. 36 Pfal. 16, 3.4. And therefore while thy 
© abideſuch, being not lovers of Chriſt, they 
are not of the elect or choſen Generation, ſi 
Job. 14. 24. Paul was not fo while he was 
ancmemy unto him and perſecuter of thenſſſt 
that called upon his name : But he with 
others, found favour, and was made ac. 
cepted in the beloved one, in coming uats, 
and believing in him, Eph. 1. 6, with Luh, 1; 
28.30-— | 
T And laftly : By | Choſen ones ] in 
our types are often ' meant and ſigyihed ſuch 
as were ſouldiers, and were pithded upon 
and imployed to fight the battells of the 
Lord againſt their enemies : or more ge- 
nerally , ſuch as fought againſt their. ene- 
mies : Military men, are hereby meant; | 
_ and ſons of valour, who were indued with 
courage and firength to go forth againſt, and 
contend with their Adverſarics: ſuch are 
often called Ele&, or choſen ones :. fo Fo. iſ 
ſhua Choſe out Thirty Thouland mighty 
men of valour to go up againſt Ai, Foſhus 
S. 3. So David gathered all the.choſen men, 
G&c. 2. Sam, 6.1. And, Abijah ſet the bat- 
tell in aray with an Army of valiant men of 
warre, even four hundred thouſand cho. 
ſen men; Ferobeam alſo ſet the. batte!l in; |" 
| aray Þ 
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2Farray againſt him . with Eight Hundred 
Thouſand choſen-men, being mighty men 
ff valour.2 Chrox.1343.17. So oft time it is 
taken in this (enſe. Fwdg. 20. 15. 16.34. Pſal.. 
$:.31--&c.” And thus alls:this- ſenſe may 
emfhe accommodated to theſe words : few: are 
ithMcboſen 3 namely, tew there are who 'betake 

Wthemſelves unto, and tight mantully vin- 


to; Wer the banner of Chriſt ayainſt their ſpi-! 


rituall cnemies with the weapons of Gods, 


 Bwarfarre : . few there are who fo love and: 


in Mcleave to- Chriltz as.to endure. hardneſs 'as 
Wis good ſoldiers; to deny themſelvcs, and. 
take up their Croſs, and follow him: To 
atch,, ſtand. falt; in the faith, quit them- 
- Wives like men. ,&&c. 2, Temoth. 2. 1—3, 4. 
« Bi, Cor, 16. 13,14. Rev. 17. 14. Few love his 
- (eoſpel ſo well, though called by the trum- 
"Mct of it, as.to leave the world, as it were, 
| Band be valiant.for the truth, earneſtly con- 
tending for the faith , jflwimiengh 
iriving for the faith of the Golpel againſt 
the world, and againſt that fin that dwel- 
kth in them, and thoſe flethly luſts ater 


-n, fiheir Merchandiſe 8& Farms, &c. And againſt 
r= Fthe Devil : And ſo, in this conſideration 


hey are not choſen men. But this ſenſe may 
.. Frot fo wellas the former ſuit with the ſcope . 
n: {of this place; . And therefore it is the more, 
y Þitefly ſpoken unto, Thus 


"1 (x68) 


Thus we'have alſo ſpoken unto the ak in 
@ GSrmative part'in the firſt thing propouy: a 
.- ded; to be confidered-from the] latter partic 
of this verſe,” iand -ſhewed who are Godly 

' Elect ones::-namely, ſuch as are by the gracſfy 
of God choſen out of the world into Chriſt 
and abide in him: ſuch as are cotnmanded ap. 
pointed, and ruled by his law the law of faith 
fuch as are moreexcellent then others,choic 
ones , precious in his fight and' account: 
ſach as are the ſubjedsot his peculiar love, 
and delighted inby him: And'ſuch as comefÞ/ 
unts., and follow after the Gaptain of our! 
Galvation, fighting, the good: fy it of faith; | 
and laying Rold-on' cternall Ie? | | 

- Inf a word3""his\peopleth a OGeutiar colt 

ſideration, all hearty-and unteigned' belgi- 1 
Vers , are the de& and choſen ones here ins 
rended by our” Saviour : The Nation, the 
bleſſed Nation, - whoſe God'is/ the Lord, F 
che" people whictihe hath cholen for His 
own Inheritance, Pſal. 33.12: and 105. 44, 
Snch'God hath choſen who arc rich in faith, 
as Fam. 2. 5. hearken, my beloved brethren, 
hath not- God:choſen the poor of this world 
(but not all 'the'poor,, nor any that hays 
not faith, but ſuch as are) rich in faith; Ban 
and heirs of the kingdom which he hath I 
prorhiſed to ther that love'him?' And 351, 
ow in 


uns 
part 
50d 


M: Wonder of nature Chriſt, the prime ele&, 
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ind root of eleCtion, ,was firſt Gods ſervant, 

to finiſh the work 1 Fr Men perſonal Body. 
which the Father gave ehim to do, before he 
as * his Choſen or Ele& one, Iſai. 42.'1. 
Phil. 2.8, 9, John 3. 35. with chap. 10. I7. 
© alſo as with refpe& to others who are 
Choſen in Chriſt, They are his Seryants be=- 
fore they are the Gubjes of Election : hence 


the ſame order” of expreſſions is uſed fre- 


ently concerning them : As thox Iſrael ny 
h vant, Tacob hone I hve, '(choſex,” Tſai. 41. 
$.9. and 43. To. And again, Hear, O Facob, 


thi; 7 ſervant, and. Tfrael whom T have choſen * 
U 


s ſaith the Lord that mide thee, 4 nd 


- formed thee from theWommb, which will be 


thee Fear Mot, '0 Facob: my \ ſervant, and thou 


*Y Jeſeerie1 (or ri: ghtcous Be) whom T have 
Wiſer, I1[2:: 44: 1,2. and 65.13.--15. And 


theſe only are Gods Elect and choſen ones, 

ad the perſons intchded in this Text we are 
ſpeaking xo 3 and ich as abiding faithful 
unto the”? Uhth ſhall in due time recetye 
the Crown of life which God hath promiſed 
tothem that- love him, and look and wait 
fr the 3ppeariniy and coming of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as his Grace teach= 
> and Trfiru@eth, Tam. 2.5. with chap. 


And 


SY. 12. 7itns 2. 11,-13, 


+ renders the Croſs of Chrifi, fooliſhneſs. Fer 


5 lo (GP) 
And what we have ſaid of this Eledinlf 
or chooſing, and who ate nat, and who ax 
the ſubje&s of Gods Ele&ion, as in the 
ture of truth plainly appeareth, may bed 
uſefulneſs tO us. 
1, To preſerve, or redeem us from tha 
evil and hurtful Notion and Do&trine offi 
perſonal Election in a perſonal conſideratinſC 
which ſome call the Goſpel of Ele&ion; h=< 
which Men think and to that, Cod. hat 
from Eternity Decreed and purpoſed a 
determinate number of Perſons in a rCond G 
conlideration-to Believe and be ſaved : And 
that all ſuch ſhall in due time be brought ji 
to Believe, and be. Converted by an inviy- 
cible and irreliftable Power.: And that Ma 
may be of this number , and the ſubjeds d 
this purpoſe, who are Fornicators, Idolatersſ 
Adulterers, Effeminate , Abuſcrs of thens 
{clves with Mankind, Theeves , Covetous Þ# 
Drunkards, Extortiouers, ec. Yea, and Perf 
{ccutors, Blaſphemers , and Injurious ones 
whe abiding ſuch : Yea, that ſome abiding 
:h. till almoſt their departure out of thsF® 
world, are yct. and continue the Ele& dM 
| God, og his Choſen ones. | 
Tois.is a very grauudleſs, & Scripturelek, 
3nd Pernicions Doctrine; And that which 


4 
C 


it 


(&) 
if Men were abſolutely decrced to Salvation 
before the. conſideration of Chrifts interpo. 
fing himſelf, and humbling himſelf to death, 
Wthe Death of the Croſs; This Decree might 
alſo have been as righteouſly put into Exe- 
cution without it : And ſo, as the Apoſtle 
16 ſaith in another caſe, which is as true in this; 
rio Chriſt dyed in vain, or without any juft 
. f{icauſe; which thoughtand imagination is;to 
patiffibe rejected by us, as that which renders 
{needleſs his precious Blood 3 And repreſents 
8 Gods love to his only begotten Son to be 
Anivery ſmall,” or indeed none at all; In that 
t infie put him to ſo much grief, and ſpared not 
him, but delivered him up to death for our 
offences, when there was no Abſolute neceſ.. 
ity for it : And blemiſhes his Wiſdom alſo 
erg (not to ſpeak of his other Atribates) Seetng, 

-n» if this Dodrine were true, God could have 
Ws, laved thoſe he intends and reſolves to ſave, 
2. {without the death of his Son 3. Without this 
16, Bbefſed device which he deviſed, that his ba-. 
in; niſhed ones might not be expelled from him, 
his Gal at. 2.21. A@ts. 17. 2, 3. 2. Corinth. 5.14. 

ofBMatth. 26. 39—42. 2. Sam. 14. 14. 

; And this evit and dangerous Dodtrine ', 
akes the Preaching of, the Croſs fooliſhneſs. 
< {lſo3 and all the Commands, Inſtructions, ; 
er Glls, Counſels, Admonitions,.and Reproofs ' 
.; 0 Zo thereof 


tic 


) an 
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thereof, .uſcleſs or unneceſſary; ; ,S2cing, ſud 
as. belong, $9. this EleQion,,,, as: they, ſpeak 


ſhall be bronght:in when Gods time comes 
by ſuch a Power as cannot be reſiſted : (An 
ſuchan, ONea gh put forth in the Goſpel, 
Theſ. 4+ 8,1 As 7; 51.) Andthereforethen 
i5.no necellity of Preaching that:as.to. then; 
And tor all others,. there 15, n9 neceſſity ty 
Preach to them,; for they mult inevitably g 
to, O Debra, and Periſh,, do key what 

can Or. wall. to. avoid and” flee from tG 
ks ungodly Device and Doctrine wer 
true. : Pad, then,;..as': their Ele& mai, þ 
brought in Pad: an-irrcliftabl; Power, 10 the 
ſhall be; preſcxved alſo to ; the. enjoyment,, 


fbly miſcarxy : "And: then what needs thay 
the Minit S'Þ 'of the Word « to any ?, I,Cgt, 


0 
Is 18: 2.1,——+2.55 Yea, this Device hind 


many that” Na ip It,. .irq poten "0X 
Lord Ih leg jngth 10M £0 Neg: 
FANG Wu gGOorm, ;. LEY watck 0; 


mannerof ror 
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feff-1t ; ye ſhall dll be ſuchas God mho-is nvine 
He decreed ye fſpould be; as Ga: who-is' in 
 fllible foreſaw' ye! would be, (this is. indeed a 
wy true deftrine; ]' Andas Tiny RIF have 
tieard from niore then- one. 'of: the: receivers 
and entertainers of this.vifion bf mens-owne 
kearfs, this hath led them-thus\to ſay. [ 
The” one of the ele , God-will tbbrang'me in, in 
due time , by an irrefi tible power, will 1, will 
$3-tkd' till thatitimecome Thad at good fit at 
home , or walk. after the :maginaion of mine 
bwne heart , andt fight of mine eyere; . And if 1 
be'not of this number .,) but one: of the reproba- 
TY ter, what ever paines take, or bow diligent 
WY; frequent” ſoever 1 ant in bearing; reading, 
praying, ' frequenting the aſſemblies of Gods peop- 
le, and uſing j his ordinances 3, yetT am fare 
in con-Iufion T mult have my portion in:tbat lake 
of! fire wbich is prepared for the Devill and his 
Angell}- Orias'one ſpeaketh.pitblickly.and- 
My plincly; without mincing-3r-at all. [ 1: 35, 
ol Baith he, & tertain truth; that whomſoever 
God. 'batls eledted. before the foundation of the 
world, tt fed cannot poſſibly periſh + 4nd; be., 
vg hath reje&ed cannot: poſſeblybe ſaved, 
hone his 'dbe all;the workes of theſaints./].chat 
i is;*though* he repent and 'boleivethe Goſpell, an 
me | thereinunto the 'deathe>This is the 
of this wicked aid corrupt ropt,which 
L PEre 
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perſitades ment, that -it is'in" vaine to' ferye, 


God, as with reſpe& to the:greateſt part of 


men. "Mel. 314. : Orelſc ſome beleivers o 


it, and: zeatois: pleaders for. it, are unacs 
quainted with their beloved- and faſt holden 
opinion. .::and'thus:,. and: otherwayes alſo, 
this evill and erronious doctrine opens the 
24p'toallprofancls, licenQoulncls, and Wicy 
kedneſs:whatſoever. 

: Thisdodtrine allocxpoſetlr, and driveth 
many men. toideſperation,. And: cauſeth to 
Gy, there isnohope namely, ſich-perſonsas 
dare not: think-themſclvesto be better then 
others nor judge themſulyes-to be of this 
Chofen Number - And even to wiſh they 
had never been',.or. that there wereno God, 
And what the ifſueand conſequence of mens 
ſaying there is no hope is, the Scripture de- 
clareth unto: us'3 that it makes men reſolvg 
they will Walk, after their. owne devices, and 
will. doe. the imaginations , of their evil beart. 
Jer: 2.25: andchapt. 1s. 1-8 3 ET 

.: And: others; it leades to preſumption; tek 
mig. them, that'it is altogether impoſhble for 
them -to-miſs-of eternall life; homely 
behave: themſclyes :- though they may. 
\fin. as tO be frowned upon, + of. corrected 

there, yeaita-be ſhavply chaltiſed : yet they 


rcarinot poſſtbly bs unſon '4, Or dilinheriteg: 
they 


—_ j 
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they ſhall have peace in concluſion, though 
they walk after the imaginatton 'of their 
owne hearts , adding; drunkencts to thirſt 
25 long, as they can: Theſe truſt in lying 
words; laying the'temple of the-Lord are 
wet” And we HKiilF bclong to the-eleQtion 
of grace, thongh 'we kill; fteale.; commit 
Adultery , ſweare 'falſly and / burne incenſe 
to other Gods: As they faid: Ter. 7. 4-— 
8. 9. Deut.29. 18,19. 20; &e. How con- 
trary 'is this to' the Scriptures 'of "truth ! 
Rom, 11. 20-22, 1 Cor: $9.27. Fohn 15. 6. 
Hebr.4.11. And the minding and confide- 
ring what is the eletion of God, and who 
ae the'ſubjects,of it, is proper and/powerſu]l 
to preſerve us front this device ofmens evil 
hearts 3 'And ſofrom the evill fruits thereof: 
orif we have been 'polluted therewith, to 
give us an efcape therefrom As' may be 
alſo fiitther fſhewen in what followeth., 

2, What hath been'{aid of Gods ele&ion ; 
2nd ele ones, may be uſcfull alſo, to ſhew 
wmito'us; that mens eternall ſtates are not. 
fxe> in" a perſonall confideration', before 
they- were borne. It is true indeed this is 
Gods purpoſe ; that he that beleiveth and 


baptized ſhall be faved. And he that be 
kiveth-not - (the: g6ſpell while and as it is 
preached to him) 4hall be damned. God 
$215 5ct 5 puts ian; > - 53 _ hatly 


YO WY (1rd). | 
bath mine and decreed, that fag! I 
unfejgnedly beleive his Golpell , and abigſ t 
faithfyll to, the death , ſhall. have. etenallf 
life : -And ſich as abide, \impenitent,;. and 
unheleiving ones, or after they have bell 
ved turne. aide to their. crooked pathes., and 1 
abide therejini'to the end, -ſhall be ;defiroy Fi 
ed_ with.an everlaſting deftraction... Anda 
this was: his purpoſe before men were born 
Fobns 13414411 8. \Marke. 16, 15, 16. - Buff & 
this re{pes not men ina perſonall canſi de; 1 
ration ,-riqr; neceſſitates, 9ne man to.beleive, | it 
or another hot: tobelieve i:. But it was pur- .9 
poſed without difference, 'or refpect of pct; © 
fons. But, Lay ; reſpeing men-in a Pete {1 
fonall conſderation., the, doctrine of Gods 1 
eledigii ſheweth ; that np mans ſtate is fixed 
or unalterable,before he came into the world, | 1 
and much, leſs from etexnity., or before the [| © 
world was: No, nor while they are.joyned 
toall the living, .and the day of Gods grace 
and paticng Jaſteth., Indeed,, when men are | 
cut off from the land of the living.,; the $0 
thereis a-gteat gulfe: fixed , ſo aSthere | 
_ palhng ;from.one ſtate! or place! to ant! q 
Luk, 161254 'As. the tree talleth (o,it lieth 
'( and {0 it hall riſe and; imemaine for Eyers J 


ward the North: In the place where the ere 
falleth 


£229) 
falleth there it ſhall be. Eecleſ. 11. * Thoſe 
thatdye in union with Chriſt ſhall be ſo rai- 
ſed, and be ever with him: And thoſe that 
tyei in their fins and out of Chriſt, ſhall be 
raiſed, and petiſh forever from- 'his pre- 
ſence + And the'conſideration' hereof mi phe 
roy. a; ken and Ingape us all, that while: # 1s 
And an acceptable tittte, 4nd. day of ſalvation; we 
Ir, | receive the grace of God to prirpoſe; - even 
But to be faved thereby : For there is'ho work , 
de, @ nor device, nor V ifdoine: , nor? knowledge 
ive, Jin. the grave. whither we are going." Eccleſe 
ur 9,16, And not 't6 iepFedt the preſent rime; 
cr: | conf? dering alſo, our" times* are” it Gods 
er- (hand, and we cannot Eval our ſelves of the 
ods morrow,, for we know not what a day may 
&d | briog forth. © Ohy' irnes'are in Gods hand: 
In his hand is the foul&6f every living thing, 
he N.aad. the breath of all mankind. And Behold 
& f he brez keth downe, and it carifit' be built 
ce I apainee 2 he ſhutter etþup a man; 'and'there' can 
je | be no. pening, 'W he cut off: and/ſhit up, 
of wither thgethers then who ca” hinder 
ima P Frov, 27.1 .\ Fob. 12:0, 1% hd 12. 
Ic, therefore if we wwil bias bye my 
wm 1787 26t hardeh ont blarts. HebioS. +7 
i But now mobile it 13 6alled "to days and =_ 
| wen. are joyned "to all the living -'there is 
7 hope : : "their ſtates are not now Oo er 
h Te (7 RT - but 


CONE « Ns 
but men may paſs from one ſtate to anothe; 


+ wo4 


Aaith z-iſignifying that they were inſtances « 
; the, truth hereot : We know that we har 
- paſſed out,of Death.into Life,becauſc' we lov 
_theBrethren, x Fobs 3..14. Men may nov 
be delivered out of the Kingdom of Daik 
neſs;and removed into theKingdom of Gods 
dear, Son, 'Coloff. 1, 13, Men may now he 
turned-\from \Darkneſs to. Light, and from 
the power of Satan unto. God : Andin being 
fo turned, - they ſhall receive the forgiveneb 
_ of theix Sins, aud Inheritance among Gr 
that 


- 


(2193 | | 
that are ſanctified by Faith in. Jeſtis Chriſt, 
A85'26.18. This DoGrine of Gods Election, 
45 it is declared. to .us in the Scriptures of 
truth, : is a {weet: and comfortable Doctrine, 
F agreeing with che: whole Goſpel of Chriſt; 
«pf It leads us to mind and confider the preciouſ- 
of nef6and neceffity of the Blood and Sufferings 
bfChritt, without which there could havebeen 


\ 0 Remitſzon of Sins. nor Eternal Life 3 But 
| 4 multhave gone to Hell without difference, 
ir prreſpect of. Perſons, 2 Cor. 5.14.::And that 


- | it Chriſt had-not been raiſed again, we had 
been yet in our Sins, and Preaciing, Faich, 
4 and:Hope had beenall in vain, 1'Cor, 15.12. 
; 20-: It ſheweth unto us, that: the Goſpel of 
| Chriſt is che Power of God; in; which his 
3, | Arms put forth for pulling anen;cand choo- 
Ta ding them out of the world into Chriſt; 'And 
i. thatifuch as obey it are bleſſed; and ſnch as 
| xc it, judge themſclves unworthy of Ecer- 
"| cnallife; 1 Theſcr. 355. 2 Theſ: 2.13.14 Atts 
113-46. Ando; leads us torglorifie the word 
-pt the. Lord: It ſheweth unto us, that ſuch 
4 as arcElce may poſlibly fail. of the Grace of 
j. | -God;: if they. abide not in-Chrift, Foby 15.2, 
6.15—1y. Ando inftrudtcth us, to paſs the 
ih {time :of aur ſojourning bere ui fear : To have 
of -and hold faſt-Grace, whereby we may ſcrve God 
, neceptably with Reverence and Godly fear; for 
thighs - I 4 - Our 


120 (ah) | 
our God is dconſuining Fitei, ,And ſo preſerys 
eth us fron hiph-mindedntfs; preſumprian, 
and Iltcentiouſneſs, Heb. 12.16 —29. Andit 
aſſurethus,:'thar ſuch as:2r6 atpreſent of the 
world} an&not choſen .out'of it, and fo none 
of Gods'Ele&, may be: choſen; -and-fhallihe; 
if they wicthithe heart believe ion the nam uf 
 #he only begotten Son of Gnd; Joh 1 5:19: and 
17. 6.  Epbeſ. 2. 2-5-8. 1. Pet.'2; 9, 1G 


Whereas thati other : Doctrine, that [device 


of fuch/mens- brains as.are'of no-judgement 
in that particular concerning; the Truth} 
a moſt. comfortleſs,  and+heart-breakingDo- 
Qrine to the greatett part-of mankind:;''for 
4t perſwaderh: them that imens / ſtates! were 
fixed beforeithey-were boyn'+i And theigred 
-teſt. partby:farreprobared, ! or -pait by; betote 
they had aperfonal being; And that theres 
no hoþ&fer them, nor poihbility of their: be- 
-ingffaved3: And that Gods znd-:in: aLthe 
- Mercies he beFtows off Mem arid imetihi&he 
; vouchſaferh«to:them 4 is:Þuv! to: kave;them 


- without excoſe; 'and to apgfavatetheivton-'|: 
. dernnation; kndirender theig:fin more finful, 


2nd thelr -hidgement miore exceeding 'tet- 


rible,— —?:: f1T-57 


- But this DoQtrine of Gods Eteion agreeeth 


with,and\isfounded upon the word of the be, 
-ginning of Chriſt, Hebr.6. 1,2. '1Cor:3.10,r1, 
WF 6 ' Which 


© &=c 4 


— 


ms BH Aco 


bh Cv » - 


2-4, 5.5 


Sofnr oa tMgonriyaRg 


—_ 
In;:which axe declared glad tidings: of great 
Joy,unto all people, becauſe:Chriſt the Save - 
our hath taken, the nature of, Map,ypon hifh, 
.of. that, kind on, ſpecies of Creaturess, not as 
Aiftinguiſhed from another part of that kind; 
uc as diſtinguiſhed from thenature of Angels 
which, he laid! not hold an, [Luke 24.40 hi. 
Hebr. 2. 1416-1 Aud that; he the Lamb of God 


bare | the ſin.of, the, world of mankind, Forylem9 


And by the Gree of, God taſted: deat for every 
man, Hebr.,2.9,.2:C0r:5.1444 14, gave : hiys 
ſelf » rauſon.\far all, 1 Ting, 6c In which 
Dodtrin we {ceithe cordialncs;obGodsheast 
ito man-ward ,And:that, he, would haye all 
men to beſaved; and came tg.the k ——__ 

r 


\of,. the Fruth :, The end of Chriſts dying 


all men. being;,\.that;they which live ſhould 
got, henceforth live to themſelves,\-burunto 
\ IR dyed tos them.and roſe again, 2Cor. 
$*35+ Zit.2.1T--14, And fo be happyforever, 
\And. to the end; they, might.1o\ dv. and be, 
iGUrift is. tHe, txue\ light that lighteth every 


1: T3athat cormeth. into the world, 3.,And heys 
{| therefore a. light to;them, thac. he might be 


For lvation tothem,. that through him they 
\mghc'be {ayedfrom their fins, amd from the 
wrath of God;..andſoout of,cand from that 
miſerable conditiou. arid eſtate in Whichmen 
are, while.theyabide in ignoranceand unbe. 
Niet; Joh. 1.9. with A&s 13.47. Joh.3.17. 


= ©. A 
2 "This Do@tine ſheweth untous, that ſuch 
» =aS-are not thoſen'oat* of the-world at pre. 
Fent, may be ſohereafrer, through the grac 
-of God that bringethfatvktion' to all 'mcy; 
_ *(Thongh it afoiſhews,* that *t*is dangerous 
* to, negleA the preſent oppor twaity.)' Andfo 
. it ſpeaks good atid comtortable words into 
- *mmen, ' to the'&i®they might repent, and tur 
Xo God, atid doe works meet+ for repentante, 
\A&s 26. 1$525,123 And tsproper to comh- 
_ fart poor; Yejedted , defpairing creaturt, 
;who are greatly 'Uiſcouraged by that device 
36f men, we have oppoſed; Tſe. 61. 1,2. — 
11: "For formieone may ſay; On!” Tf I did bn 
know my-ſelf tv be one of Gods Eled on-s ; Tf 1 
"did but know that Þ belony to the 'EleGin'if 
 LGrace, then mine heart would: be quietell af 
comforted * This wonld be a lifting up tome 
now I am caſt down, and my heart diſquieted 
- within me'* "Bit alas! I fear Tam none of Golls 
Ele and 'chiſe# ones; T eannot find ſuch "und 
(ſuch frames and changes from whence T might 
"ſafely conclude” that  T' am' one of 'that numb#: 
"Nay, T find 46' much evi} ant] wickedweſs in 
"my ſelf, that T may rather fear 'and conchude 
"that T amt one of them that are rejected of Goll 
: and that T amaot Elefieds And then what wil 
"become off me, 1] muft' periſh for ever, and'be 
- everlaſtingly wretched and miſerable.  - wy 


(123) 
Well, What ſolid and certain comfort af- 
fordeth this deviſe of Abſolute election to 
ſuch an one in ſuch a condition ? Certainly, 
no true ox Soul-quieting Conlolation,” and 
reviving ? For, 
"1, Iteither ith in general; though chou 
becſt never ſo'wicked, yet thou mayeſt be. 
Jong to the Ele&ion -of Grace at preſent, 
though thou knowelt it'not, nor doth it ap» 


pear to any,one elſe that thon doſt ſo : But 
by their own Doctrine.” 1. This is buta per- 


adventure, and iris ten to one whether it be 
{o-orno ; And may not ſuch a one much ra- 
ther Till continue fearful and doubtful, then 
the Diſciples might be ſo, 'when our Saviour 
fid, One. of yore "ſhall betray me, they all aid, 

a, it 1? it TI? Sccing that was but 
ſpokcn of one in twelve, whereas here twelve 
to one are not Elected ot Choſen, according 


to their own deviſe? ' And 2. This is come - 
forting men with a lie, andſo none of Gods 
.way of comforting z © For this. ſuppoſeth 
that wicked 'ones may be,' while ſack, the 


ſubjesof Cods Elc@ion , which is very 


falſe, as hath been ſhewn 3 And as may be 


ſeen in Taz. 65. 11, —- 15. Where Gods 


Choſen. are oppoſed to them that,'chuſe that 
in which he delights not, even the wicked 3 
Whercas Gods way of comwvrting is with the 


Truth 


(124) 
rag 3 Henee the Comforter ir ſaid to be, 
RO Pirit of Truth, and ſo tae Coniforter, Jolin 
IT 17. and 16, 26,— 
5 Or they may anſwer more particularly, 
and ſay; Thy fear ts a good ſign that thou art 
oat the Ele, But though it were (as in- 
eee it is not) a good fi ighe, yet it is hot 
ture one : ; For: the ſinners in, Zio# rhay be 
ad, and fearfulncls ſurprize the” Hypo: 
etite, , Thai, : 33. 14.— by | 
at what faith the Doftrine'of Cods Ele! 
19 n to ſuch. a delpairing, forrowful one? 
tis proper to BH all that -mioarn,/ and 


Q.; ugh, an, one as. ,We are here ſpeaking of, 
Afar, 61. 1,2. Though it anſwer not with 
w their, peeches, (as, Job 32. 14.) Yet it de. 


Clareth good news,and true FAA to ſuchan 
One,,..it daubeth him not up with  untemper'd 
orter , nor tellethhim_he' may 'be” one of 
OH Fleet though £ 2 wicked" ctſon, arid 
g/teycrz Butiit aff! ureth him the* contrary: 

FA ſhews s.him, both that” "while it is 


2 to-da # Tl throug! h gh prace believe; | 


nd in fo oing, ſhall Ree 2 new name'gi. 
yen unto him: And though forthertyhe were 


«ted, yet now hal be'otie of Gods. 


This ſheweth that ſuch*aswere'uot 
|his; People, may be his People 3 "aid that ſich 


-AB, BEL not. bbelnyefl Or Elected, , tray become 
$0 - beloved 


» Pm, oo td: we —O4Y - Suite, tat. one AG pn oth 3Þ 4 + wa. dw © Man oo A oc » or amo dt 


my A) was cf a 3 


+ wo 


g 7 


Bet? Lox 2 ah. 


ain (py nies tl" ond" "3 iris ro» 


ERR Oo es Ro. A. TT 


| Leloved and Fledted, which is the ſame as we 


kth to the wicked, look nnto Chriſt and be 


C124) 


have ſhewed, Korn. 9.25.26. That'fuch' as 
were not his 'thildren, may become His chil- 
dren, and ſhall ſo do, in' believing in Chriſt, 
a5the Scripture hath ſaid : For, To as many 
4 receive bim, to them be gives the right and 
driviledge to become the Sons of God, even to 
them. who believe on his nanie, Rom. &: BE 
with Fobn 1. 12.13. 1P2t.2.9,10. And thus 
God in his Do&rine doth create the frutie of -«. 
is lips, PEace, Peace, to. him that is far; of 
to {ach {four-hearted ones a5" ate far froth 
htcouſneſs ; To the end they might for- 
$A their unrightcous wayts and choyghts, 
fad return to him, and he.will haye mercy 
on them, and multiply to pardon them, 
ai. 57.19, With chap. 46: 12 ,13- 8& chap. 
F 6.7,3, Therefore though this Dofrine 
aith, Jo to the wicked, that men might hear 
2nd fear, andnot continue ſuch : Yet it cal- 


yeſaved : Come-unto him, and he will give 

you reſt, And to move them thereto? it 
afſurcth men, that God hath no plealiire, 

none at all, neither ſecret ;nor revealed Fl | 
the everlaſting, defirudtion of the 'wicke X 

while it is called to day As he'hath both 

ſaid -and Hvorn,/ and given his Son to bean, 

«tual, clear, uniyerſa)l, and everlaſting wit- 


neſs 


(124) 
neſs. of the truth of it, Ezek, 18. 23.30,-32, 
and 33- 10,11. foby 3. 16. and 12.4.7. Aud 
ſoit propounds true and encouraging Com- 
fort to ſuch a one, not to continue in his 
Tniquity, for in'ſo doing, it will be his ruine; 
but to come unto Chriſt, who is the root and 
foundation of ,El:xction, in coming unto, 
and abiding in whom, he ſhall be reckoned 
after him, and bleſſed with him to.all Etet- 
-nity. > age x M8 | 
Nay, Let me yet adde further 3 This Ds. Ni 
Arine of Gods ele&ion contains in the womb I 4 
of it, and proclaims with the mouth of it, 
# encouragement and comfort to ſuch, .as ha 
ving been formerly ingraffed into'Chrift, the 
prime Ele&, and root of Election, and (0 
made of the choſen number , have yet for 
their iniquity or unfruitfulreſs, been cut off 
from Chriſt; And to whom God hath given 
a Bill of Divorce after they have been eſpou- 
ſed to himy while they are joyned to all the 
living: that ſuch as theſe might not utterly 
dyſpaire, or be diſcouraged from returning 
unto him: (Though indeed ſuch iniquity 


as procuresſuch an heavy Judgement is high-: I th 


Ty.provoking and dangerous.) For it aſfu- 
reth,that while it is the day of Gods, gract, 
and patience, in returning and reſt, they, 
ſhall be faved. Tſai.zo,15. That he can righ- 
A as ER. teonſly 


: (0, !27 Sf 
tcomlly again. choole ſuch as: aftexronce; cho, 
ſen, have. beet xejected, and refuſed by him,, 
8it is ſaid of Jernſalems, Cry yet;..(faith ther 


Lord unto theProphet)TheE, rd hl ye com 
fir: Zion, and;ſhall yet chooſe, Jexuſalem, Zech,, 
17. Ang the Lord Þ all chooſe, Jeruſalem. a-; , 
gan, chap. 2, 42,; Thus it is{aid, concething;' * 
the Jews who Wer e qur T'ypes.and whom we; 


- 


teinfiructed to behold , 1 Cor.10.18, that, 
ſme of the branches were broken off from, 
he rrue Olive-Tree becauſe oftheir unbelief; 
And yet , if they. abide not ſtill in. unbelief; 
they ſhall be graffed 1n, for ;God.is able.to- 
aff them-in again, who hag been, but ag; 
preſent. WEE Bog ot Gods choſen ones, Rom 
11.17. 23+, With zer..7., Thus alſo he come, 
mandeth. the. Prophet; to, proclaim theſe 
words. to ſuch as hc had. put, away, .and to 
whom he had given a Bill of Divorces Retry 
thou backgliding Trael, ſaith the Lord, and x 
wil not cane nune. anger, to fal Kpev gon, ſor 
an mereiful jajth the Lord, and 1 will not keep 
avger for ever only acknowledge thine Int- 
uity,&c,. Fer, 3.8.12,13. He hath reſerved 

this Prerogatiyg to himfelt, chat hecanrighs 
foully ſhew mercy where Men, cannot. IF a 
man put away, his Wife, and, fhe go. from 
him and become another mans, , ſhall he. xc+ 
tarn to her, again,?. ſhall yet. (not that map 
ony 


| EY cam 
ofily, butÞ6)'thar Laid" be greatly polkuz” 
ted ?'-( where fach! Iniquity 1s commuted)! 
But tho haſt playe 1h i ylot with many Li 
very, yet Tg again to me, W th the Lord. 
And con — ſuch; 'He, a5 it were, be-. 
Vs 10w he may Aagaine' receive 
met favour, and theit® OrINer nighs 
nefs. But I/ard, How ſhall T 4 z thee amy 
the Children: "and give thee a Land of defir 
an beritake of 'y, Of beallt ey the Ho ih 
Nations" dF ſaid, Tha Bok 
: ather, ws alt not turn ayv4y fron mt, Je 
34/171: a” hanice he thus expoſtulatcth 
with as Ha fold themſclves for their 
Fats Fry their tray{greflions wets 
pit zwayz v4 Wwheke ;- i which catnewas thete 
no man9' wAG I called vas there 'none to 
an{wir? 15 "hh hand ſhorrued at'all that it 
earinot #edeentd * Or haveT no gower to deli- 
Frog Ne Rory of our: tranſgrelfions, 
and .irot that Thiferable'condicion you have 
Brought? VNR Fes PF Behold at" n 
ebuke'F ry. up the Sea, E G4, TheLord 
th” given me the tongue” of the lear ir 
that 'Fftiomd- know how to ſpeak” A wot 
falon' £6 "Ae is weary'> even to; fu 
Mg aShave wearied'themſelves in wandring 
from'Mountain't to Hill,” and forgotten ehelt 


PD Pants his hand isnot thortned at alt, 


but 


alt call me my 


"oo YWyt. oa 5 . toe OM ts So 
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bat he hath Rill power to help, turn, par= 
'don, and receive ſuch backſliding ones, Iſa: 


50, 1,2,3,4+ - Such 1:ke comfort this Doctrine 


of-Geds Elc&tion propoundeth, and pro-= 
claimeth to poor finful ones while it is called 


today 3 not to ſtrengthen men in their Inj- 
quity.: But to. allure them, and prevaile 
with: them to come to him3;. that he may 
take away their iniquities, and receive them 


gractoully 3 that he may heale their backsli- 
dings and love them freely, Hoſe. 14. 1, 2-4. 


3+ This doEtrine of Gods election is allo a 
monytory doctrine, to admoniſh:and warne 


us all, neither to reject the grace of God;z 


nor to receive it.in vane: But ſo heartily 
to entertaine and retaine it, and. yeild up 
pur {clves. to the operation thercof,: that 


we may now : be faved . from.. our evill 


thoughts and waycs 3:And bring forth fruit 


mect for him by, whom . we ;are . dreſſed, ww 


that we. may teceive further bletfing from 
Cod. .In the former uſe we have; ſhewed 
that though at. preſent we be not.,.yct we 
may be-choſcn : But here we haveito ſhew, 
that we muſt of neccthity rcccive the grace 
of God. to. this end and purpoſe, . or elſe we 
ſhall bo excluded, the kingdom. of Carift 
2nd of God, - To this end Cirift gave him- 
klke for our finz, that he might deliver us 
from 


(ed) 150 
from, or pluck us out of, or Chufe us out of 
* this preſent evillWorld,according to the wil 
of God and our father, Gal.1.4. with Math, 
"5.29. and 18. 9. with 2 Theſ.2. 13. The 
whole world lieth in wickedneſs, or in the 
wicked one,and will be hereafter condemned, 
and all that remaine of it 3 needtull there. ff -. 
fore it is that we be ſaved from, and cho. 
ſen out of this untoward generation, 
1 Joh. 5: 19, with 1Cor. 11. 32. God indeed 
ſo loved the World,that he gave his onely he. 
gotten ſon: But it was not with a delight. :1 
tall well pleaſed love, as is before ſaid : notÞf 
ſo as he ever intended: that it or any abi-fſ ic 
ding in the ſtate and fellowſhip of it, ſhould : 

fk 

2 
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partake of eternall life and falvation: But 

to this end he fo loved it, that whoſoever; 

of it belejveth in him ſhould not periſh, but - 

have everlaſting life, John. 3.14, 15,16, 1, :4 
18, But unleſs men ſo receive the love off t 
the truth: as to be ſaved, and Choſen there. 
by, while the day of Gods grace and pa-Jj.C 
tience is-vouchſafed and continued to them, f|:t 
they will-be damned hereafter : not becauſe}; 
they were reprobated from eternity :- for ſoft 
no man 'was in a perſonall conſideration; a! 
nor becauſe they had no true” and faving ].tr 
race afforded to them; and for want there- || &f 


We. 


(ap) 13! 


thereof they, conld: doe no. better then they 
did: For theſaving Grace of God, or Grace 
of 'God that bring=th ſalvation to all men 
hath appeared; But becauſe: they beleived 
not ſo.as to..have pleaſure in the Truth, 
but bad, pleaſure in unrighteouſneſ;, Tit. 2.11. 
2. Theſc12.10;12, 13+. Qh !.*this will be the - 


Worm that will never die, but will gnaw 


* Za 1 


-nature -of .man. for them, . both which he 
-hath done by. his Blood and Sacrifice : And 
;that he gave him tobea Teſtynony of Gods 
goodneſs; and love to them.in due time 3 and 


lo preached.to their Spirits by his Spirit, that 
of | they might haye been ſaved: That notwith- 


ſanding, all 'this they would not come unto 


[Chriſt that they might have life, but held 


faſt deceit, and refuſed to return. Oh ! that 


ja due time. it may be. {o. conſidered by us, 
:that we may hearken diligently unto Chriſt, 


and: fo, receive. the Word, of God, as it isin 


truth the. Word of God, that.-it may work 


efectually upon vs: So. as we may not only 
Ka . be 


_ OO 

"be called thereby; but choſen alſo : Andþ i 
"may flee from the wrath to'come.) 1 | «4 

*_ Quelt, But. fome may fay*:' The Elefted an | 
choſen byChrift, "aud cannot rhuſe themſelves; 
I there any. tbint then in ver to this E1Y, 
"07, 0r. chufiing” "re tired" of ws that ' mw 


"nizy be the PibjettY" of is ?- What: frould þ 
ay? e230] » 424) OV ot Livy 46; | 47 


Aiſw. I 'is true indeed, they arechs. 
"ſen by Chriſt whoare'eleGed; and canngt 
"chuſe themſetves by any Wiſdome, Strenpth, 
or Works. of Righteouſneſs of their ow: 
' Bur it i&atfo 3s true, that ih thoſe things 
"appertaining'to the Salyation*of the Sol 
. In, which. they. are Paſhves ;"yet there's 
"ſomewhat tequired bf: then, as God's 
- preventing''them with his Grace :' As'fo 
Tay, They, canzot beget, or bring forth theyt- 
ſelves, 'bat the Work, of the -new' Birth is the 
Work of God, John 1: 13.-Jam; 'r. 18. Bit 
yet it is fignificds that ſomething in order 
"hercto is required of Men, not tnany wil. 
"cone, or, abſlity. of their own , for thi 
have none: 'Bat as God is preventing and 
* affiſting them "with power and capacity; 
'Hamely to hear'the Word of "Truth, and fo 
© be hearty BeHevers and doers of it, Fobw. 
12.13. with Fam. 1. 18, '19,22,25. John 
"3-3, 57+ SO in the ſenſe before ſpoken of, 
Men 
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Men cannot reconcite themſelves to God,bu*, 


| itis the Work of God by Chrilt-to reconcile 


us/to himſelf; And. yet ſomething is requi= 


| red: of men':; Hence: the Apoſtle faith. We 


pray you in Chriſts ftead 'be'iye- reconciled #0 
God,.2 Cor.:.5. 18; 20. So: herez Though 
God in Chriſt-be the firft chufer, and by him 
weare choſen 35 yet fomcething, 15, required of 
us in the ſtrengthhe gives, that we may be 
chofen out of the world, ruled by him, be- 
come:choice ones, : and be the ſubjects of his 
peculiar love;:&rc.. And thongh we tind not 
this 'command any where, Be ye choſer, in 
expreſs words :given.unto us3 \ yet we have 
the fame thing: in other expretiizons given 
in:commandement to us: As, Re, ye ſaved, 
Ia, 45. 22. Axd ſave your felves, Acts 2, 
40. Whereby the {ame thing is. intended 
35'is ſorcſhewn, in comparing 2 Thef{ 2. 10, 
12. with erfe 13. And, Be yeſeperate 3 which 
in another Scripture is rendred, and read, 
Choſen, As" alſo. hath been noted by come 
paring Dewut.; 10.18, with Chap. 18. 5. and 
21.5. 'And Levit, 20. 24,. 26, With Devt. 


T4. 2, 3. 2. Cor. 6.17. And:.we may ſee this 


is required of men that they may be Choſer 
even, tocome to Chrift'z in which doing they 


Halt be made of the choſen Generation, 
though formerly they have not fo been, As 


K:3 allo 
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9lſo hath been ſaid before, -and maybe fey 
in comparing 1:Pet. 2. 4, 5. with verſe g, 
10. And to the end we::may:'come unto 
Chriſt, and ſo- be choſen, arid pluckt out 
the world; 'needfull it , 53-8. 

1. To hear the Word:of Chriſt this 
the firſt, and one thing needfull unto 'the 
faving of the Soul, Lake IO: 39, 42..Itis 
good and” needfull for us:to chuſe this good 
part: As God is1peaking to us, and open- 
Ing our Ears, even to hear in. hearing: For 
faith, in which men are choſen, :cometh by 
hearing , aud hearing” by the Word of Gul 
viz. by the Goſpel of Peace, "and glad tydings 
of good things,” Rom. 10. 14, 15, 17. with 
2 Theſ. 2. 13. It is the work of the: Father 
by his Spirit, to gloriftie Chriſt, and to bear 
witneſs oftitm: He ſpeaketh exceMent things 
unto us conc?fring him; and the opening 
of his lips 'are right things... And together 
herewith he both gives unto- men capacity 
of hearing, and calls upon” them. to hear, 
Prov. 8. 4," 6, 17, 20.. He ſaithz Hearken 
diligently unto me, and eat. ye that which 
good, and let your Soul delightit ſelf in fatneſs: 
Tucline your Ear, and come unto me,” hear, and 
your Soul fhall lzve, Wa. 55-1, 3-' Let every 
man be (wift to hear, viz, the Word of 
| Trach, Fam, 1. 18, 19, The hour VO 
an 
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1d #ory i, faith our Saviour, that the dead. 
fhall hear the voice of the Son of God and they 
that hear ſhall live, John 5.25. And this 1s 
the firſt Branch of the deſcription of him 
that paſſeth from death to life, from an 
Eſtate of wrath and miſery, into a ſtate of 
favour and bleſſedneſszhe that heareth Chriſts 
word, fohn 5.24. 

2.Needfull alſo it is, that we learn of the 
Father, that we may be Choſen, not onely 
that we hear, as that is diſtinguiſhed from 
larning: But that alſo we heartily em- 
brace his heavenly leſſon and doctrine: So. 
after Wifdome had called upon men firſt of 
all to hear, ſhe after faith alſo Receive 
my inftrufion and not Silver, Prov. 8. 6,—- 
109, Indeed God teacheth many that are 
not taught by him, and ſo they deprive 
their ſfqules of good, 1/2. 48417, 18, But it 
is needfull, to the end we may. be clected, 
that we receive the inſtruction of our Hea- 
yenly father , even to buy the truth, and 
not {ell it: even to buy it withan under- 
valuing, and parting with , and forlaking 
all that we have, that we may be made par- 
takers of Chriſt, Prov. 23.23. with Lk, 14. 


33. Andevery one that is taught of God, 


every one. that hath heard and learned of 


the father cometh unto Chriſt. Foh. 6. 45. 
 - K 4 with 
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with Matth: 22. 3,4, 5: And ſo ſhall be che 
ſen, and a ſubje& of Gods: election. - And 
let no man be diſcouraged from coming ui 
to Chriſt in this way, becauſe of his forme 
vileneſs-and wretchedneſs> for though he he 
the chief of finners that cometh, yet him that 
cometh he willin no wiſe caſt out , but willre. 
ceive ſuch an one graciouſly : he will chuſ 
him, and not caſt him arvay, Tſay 41+ 9. with 
Joh. 6. 35. And as the wrath of God 15:16 
vealed from: heaven ayainſt all ungodlinc 
and unrighteonſneſs of men who: hold the 
truth in- unrightcouſneſs 3: ſo as perliſting 
in ſuch like iniquity he will at laſt reje& 
{uch, and give themup toa reprobate mind: 
Reprobate Silver lbatl men call them ( whe 
after all means uſed, yet-wil not cometo 
Chriſt, who is the reſt-and way toit ) be+ 
cauſe the Lord hath rejefed them, Rom.'1. 18, 


28, .Jer. 6. 15, 17, 30. So allo all ſuch 


hear tre joyfull ſound ſounded forth by the 
Father in the Goeſpe], and receive. his 1n- 
tiruction fo as to come unto Chriſt, Swch 
fhall find reſt, Mat. 11, 28, 29. Theivr Souls 
fall live, Ta. 55. 3. And they ſhall have 
tcllowſhip and partnerſhip with Jeſus Chriſt, 
in him be choſen, and after him reckoned; 
And ſhall, abiding in Chriſt, inherit the 
Kingdom which God hath prepared for _ 
that 


0139) 
that love:him, and look, and wait for his 
coming from Heaven, 1 Cor. 1.8, 9. 

- Yea, this Doctrine of Gods Election 
&r Þ may alſo admonith and warn them who are 
bk: D in} Chriſt Jeſus, not to depart from him. 
at Þ Upon this preſumption, that the Elect can» 
& | not poſſibly be deceived : For certainly, it is 
o || pothble for them fo to be, and they will cer. 
th tainly. ſo be if they abide not in Chrift by 
& | Faith and Love: As our Saviour faith, If a 
& | man abide not in mee 14 caft forth as a Branch, 
ie | ard 5 withered, and men gather them, and 
ns ff they are caſt into the fire, and they are burned, 
& I John 15. 5, In which words our Savious 
d: I fgnifieth, that ſuch as have bcen ingraffed 
w || into himſelf, who is the true Vine, by his 
to | Father the Husbandman, may not abide in 
e» || Chriſt, but may ſo depart from him, as 
$, | not only to be caſt into the fire, which a 
25 |} man may be, and yet be plucked out again, 
ie £ as a brand out of it, Jude 23. But alſobe 
1 | burned 3 that is, he may hnally pcriſh. And 
h | to the ſame purpoſe the Apolile ſpeaketh 
Is I to the believing Romans, who werc in, and 
7e Fl did ſtand in the Root of Righteouſneſs; 
t | Thou ftandeſt by faith, be not high minded, 
3 I but fears for if God ſpared not the natural 
Branches. take beed alſo leſt be ſpare not thee, 
Behold therefore the goodneſs and ſeverity of 
0 God, 
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God, oz them which fell ſeverity; but towanj, 

thee goodneſs, if thou continue in his goodueſi, 

'0tberrviſe thou alſo ſhalt be cut off, Rom. 11, 
20, 22. Men, as before we have ſeen, are 

the ſubjects ofGods election, in coming unto, 

_ and abiding in Chriſt. And in him all the 
Promiſes of God are Tea, and Amen, 2 Cox, 

T. 2c. And if we be Chriſts, then are we 

Abrahams Seed, and Heirs according to Pro. 

miſe: And-ſo an ele Generation, Gal. 3, 

29. with Deut. 7. 6, 9, 10. & 10.15. And 

they who dwell in this ſecret of the moſt high, 

ſhall abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty, 
Pal. 91. 1»12» They that truſt in the Lordſhal 

be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, 

but abideth for ever : And the Lord will do 
 goad winto thoſe that be good, and to them that 
ere upright in their hearts : But asforſuchs 

turn aſide ( out of 'the path of the juſt) 
to their crooked paths, the Lord ſhall lead them 
forth with the workers of iniquity, but peace 
fall be upon 1ſrae), Pal. 125. 1, 4, 5. with 
Pfal. 73. 1. Therefore the Apoſtle - Peter, 
writing to them who were elect according 
to the forc-knowledge of God the Father, 
and had obtained like precious faith with 
the Apolite, ' exhorts them to give diligence 
to make their calling and election ſure 3 for 
fith he, If ye do theſe things ye ſhall never 


all; 
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fall; plainly ſignifying to us, that otherwiſe 


they might and ſhould fall, x Pet. 1. 2. 
with 2 Pet. 1.1, 19. Thoſe that are with 
Chriſt on Mount Zion, are ſuch asare Call- 
ed, and not only ſo but Choſen; yea, and 
not only Choſen; but faithfull alſo: Faith- 
fully following, the Lamb whereſoever be goeth, 
Rev. 17. 14. With Chap. 14. 1, 4. Oh that we 
may never ſay, We are the Elect of God, 
and our Mountain is (o ſtrong ſetled that'we 
ſhall never be moved, however we demean 
our ſelves : But that we may beof the Sheep 
of. Chrilt, and abide ſuch , hearing conti- 
nually the voice of our Shepheard, and fol- 
lowing him 3 for to ſuch as ſo do he will 
give Eternal Life, and they thall never pe- 
riſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of his 
hand 3 neither Death, nor Life, nor An- 
gels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come : Nor 
heighth, nor depth, nor any other Crea- 
ture, ſhall be able to ſeperate them that love 
God. and keep his commandments, from the 
love of God, which isCtor ever ;in ChriſtJcſus, 
John 10. 27, 28,25, with Rom. 8. 28,33, 39. 

And ſo much to the: firſt Particulcr, in 
which we have endeavourcd from the Scrip- 
tures to ſhew, ' what 1s not,. and what is 
Gods Election 3 and whoare not, and who 


arc 
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izo (ofÞ) 


are the ſubjeds of it. And now wecom 
to ſhew, | 

2, That few of the many that ave called-ajj 
eboſen : as our Saviour here plainly affirm 
eth : But few of many, ( as Fer. 42.2, 
even of the many which are called by th 
Servants in the plain Preaching of the Gol, 
pel, as it is now revealed: For that ou 
Saviour fpeaks of and intends ſuch, by th 
[ Many] here, we have before ſhewn 3 and 
defire that may be conſidered, and what; 
contained in the three Cautions -foregiven 
Now of thefte many who have the Scripture 
of Truth amongſt them, which have beei 
{poken and recorded by the Scrvants; the 
extraordinary Servants of the great King, 
?iz. by the Holy Prophets, and Apoſtles 
our Lord and Saviour Felus Chrift. Anil 
amongſt whom alſo are ſome of his Servants 
preferved and continucd, even fuch as have 
believed onChritt thorow the Apoſtles word, 
he. here faith, Few are -choſen, few' compa 


ratzvely to thoſe ſo called , Fery to 1he manylll y 


who ſay they are Jews and are not. There ar 
threeſcore Puzens , and fourfcore Concubints,Þ - 
and Virgins without number: But my Love 
my undefiled is but one, faith onr Lord clus 
She is the owely one of hey Mnther, ſhe #stht 
eboice and choſen one of ber that —_ her, 
| ant 


CC iÞ> 41 


6 Cant. 6- $,9+ In this ſenſe alſoit is true, 


and may be thus taken As the Lilly among 
the Thorns, {o is Chriſts love among the 
Daughtersz one Lilly among many Thorns, 
one, Love amongſt many Daughters, other 
Profefſours, Churches, and Socictics;, I/hs 
ſwear by the Name of the Lord, and make 
mention of the God of 1iracl, bat not in Truth, 
nor. -in Righteonſueſs, for they call themſelves 
of the Holy City, &c. Cant. 2. 2. Ifa.' 4.8 
1,2. And as was allo fore-propheſied. Dr 
that-. day, ſeven-rwomen ( Churches, or Con- 

egations. ) ſhall take hold of this one Maz, 
Tefus Chriſt, (1 Tim. 2. 5.) ſaying, we will 
eat -our own. Bread, and rear our own Appa- 
rell, Cas the Man did that had not on the 
Wedding Garment. ) Only, let us be called 
by thy ame, (. Chriſtians ) to take awayour 
reproach, la. 4. 1. Many cleave unto bim by 
flatteries, Dan, 11. 34.) And few heartily 
teceive, or faithfully and conſtantly walk 


and abide in him unto the end: So thar, - 
ihagt may be applied to theſe choſen ones, 


the, T'rael of God, which was ſpoken of 


Tjrael after the fleſh, a Type of the Spiritual 
Seed. The Lord did not ſet his love pox you, 


nor chuſe you, becauſe ye were more in number 


than any people, for ye were the feweſt of all 
people 3 xi0t connted worthy in 'reſpet of the 


ſmallneſs 


% Wa; 
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ſmallnueſs of their number to be reckoned am 
the Nations of Profefionrs, Deut. 7. 6, 1. 
Chriſt's flock of actua! believers, and up.j 
right followers of Him, 15 2 0:#:le flo $'t 
Luk. 12. 32. I ſtill mean, as compared with Þ) 
the many or multitudes which are called 
, and in ſome ſort alſo, the called. And © 
much our Saviour giveth "ns to underſtan{} 
in His ParablegfÞhich He ſpake in His per. be 
nal Miniftration. ' In one. He faith, 7þ £# 
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a Net tha 9 
was caſt into the Sca, which gathered of evay | 
kind, ſome good, and ſome bed. Mati1y | 
47--49. And in another He more plainly 
and evidently ſignificth, that - of the many hi 
to whom the Golpel is preached, but fow 
comparatively obcy it from the heart,or con- 
tinuefo to do. _ MAY) : 
Ongfort of the 75. ge Kingdom 
He coſppareth to the Way-fide groand,'and 
andliRt-to-it many abide: Thc word hath 
little onoentrance into; or impreſſiow/on 
them, ifreſpedt of any willing reception 
it from them. ' The ſower! indeed ſoweth 
his ſeed in the hearts of this 'firſt fort” of 
ground, Anddid they ſuffer + it. to take-place 
in them, and enter into,» and abide: in their 
hearts, they ſhould belieye and be faved: 
But they underſtand -1t nof, conſider it mw 
ct 
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oh ſt not their hearts to it, open not to let-in 
> Þ chis blefſed ſeed, which would copvert them 
inſodoing 3 but lctting it lyeabove ground, 
beþ it is open unto, and fit to be taken away 
rich © by the Fowls 3 And the wicked one cometh, 
led: | and catcheth away that which was ſown 1n 
6 | che hearts of fuch, leſt they ſhould believe 
1nd and be ſaved : Of this ſort foabiding 1t may 
be faidz It js @ People of no underſtanding ; 
Thu © therefore He that made them will not have merx- 
ba | cy #pon them, and He that formed them will 
fhew'them no favour, Matth. 13. 15, 19. with 
Luke 8. 11,12». Ma. 27. 11. 

Another fort of hearers He likeneth to 
iny | fony places, or to the rock: they hear the 
w | word of the Kingdom, and the glad tidings 
1. | therein. declared : And in ſome meatfure un- 

derſtand it : And ſo are not like unto the 

1m | Way-lide hearers 3 for anon, or immediately 
1d I vith joy they receive and gladly entertain 
t { it: And do believefor a while what is there- 
»n $1 reported, That Chriſt is indeed the Sa- 
& | viour of the World : But theſe have no rcot 
t [in themſelves z | they ſuffer not the word to 
of I} fink decp enough to break the ſtone or. rock 
& Jt the bottom, and toeffe& in them an ho- 
jr £ neſt and yood heart, which it would do, were 
{ [twith the heart believed. Is not my word like 
þ © fire, ſaith the Lord, and like an bammes 
L | that 
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that breaketh the rock, in peices, Jer. 23. 23 || 


39. this is powerful to convert. and cha 

the Soul, Pſal. 19.7. But they ſuffer it not 
to take root downward , but ſtill retain 
ſome ſtone at the bottom, ſome deſign a 
enterprize of theirs unbroken : And though 
poſlibly in hearing this word gladly, the 
do many things which it is effecting in 
them, part with many things thereby x6 
proved, and do many things which ave good 
_ 4n themſclvesz yet there is ſill ſome one 
'beloved. iniquity or other which they will 
not-lct this good 'and powerful word morts 
fie and root up+ {ome luſt or 1dol remains 
at the bottom of their hearts, which hin- 
ders the ſ{ced from finking deep! enough, and 
and ſo in conclufion the Word becometh-un- 
fruitful. Herod knew John the Baptift was 
a juſt Man, and an holv, and :'obferved hith 
Cor kept him from danger ) and when he 
heard him he did many things, and heard 
him gladly : But when Fobn reproved him 
for Herodias his Brother Philip's Wife, and 
ſaid, it 45 not lawful for thee to have her ; It 
turned not at! this reproof of God's infirus 
ction 3 he ſuffered not the word of God to 
purge out and r60t up this iniquity, bat wa 
angry with this: faithful reproves, and tit 
put him in_Priſon, and afterwards cavſad 


hiaſ - 


ly __ (uh) 
mite 'to be- beheided: Mark 6. 17-1263 
#+kielts hearers Rid one to another:i(Come, 


SJ 


it 0 - __ eb. phat "14 #bt word that - 


oth from the Lord: Hd "they come 

tnto thee, PF the Lord, as the People cometh, 

os the y fit before- thee as My Peopley"and they 

Ky by Wnt bit'they ol 10t' do" them For 

ET, "009 they pew mweb: 1o9e,' but 

poeth "af er their Covetduſneſt < 

TA Tk aitho Hhbm af a "Very lovely ſong. 

i Vþth'h PRaſurt voice,” aid can play 

Ao a fe: For they hear thy words 

Mit the ao #Þ 54h :»Foy tall: from the Yeaſt to 

i eateſt of thi every one wif gives" to'Co- 
neſs, "Fz&k. 3 3325304432; Ce 

wy it 1s with CO Hah nowiin"our days; 


they hear the glad-tidings of good things: 


broupht to them Th the Gotvetf peace: z-and 
bysn#by they teegive them - wiets iptatineſs 3 


And"they are perfwaded' thavitherword of 
Chrift'f ISa "faithful: faying, Ald worthy: 'of 'all* 
ef 1:50n";, Nd they. marveliat:the graci-! 


oP words" thereits Contained; and wonder 


tkrevry ohedothnot give erellit thereto: 
But"fill they gre! in vain'and though” 


thy have: ſoitie love':for whatzthey hear, 
yEEchey love: 'fonf@ thing reproved hereby 
rithes and: better 3): they hold faſt a lye in 
their 'right- hand; 'while the . triith js but | 
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in tbeix left; they {ﬆ. and keep. up, ſome 
ſtumbling black of i iniquity in their. carts 
fomeintemperance,; orunclcanneſs, or. firifs 
or covetoulnals, or. pride, &c. And by. cs 
deceitfylneſs-of. that ſin which doth {© 
beſet ithem,' chey harden their hearts like 2M 
Adamant' ſigns, ſo that. the word ſinks. noti 
deep enoughinto them 3. And this is.;after- 
wards made apparent : For when tribgla 
or. pex{ecution-ariſeth for. the word, . by ps 
by they, are. offended As immediatCy at 
 krſi they 'xeceived the word of the kingdom 

with joys: { immediately, in_time of. trial 
and temptatian-they are offended, and fall 
AWAY... +——- fohs 3. 19, 2 Thef.. 2. EQ! Iſa 
44- 20x; 1B v, AQ; 2 Fo with Log 

e 3." IO BEEF 

A third Gre of hearers appear in <oncly 
ſion tobelike.the thorny ground, t 
ich as heay the word,' and receive the $41 
And, it.may:ſem, for ſometime. receive. 
to purpoſe, and it brings forth fruit. in them, 
Theſe underſtand as the Way-fide hearers, do, 
not; Theſe have ſome-root tin themſelves; 
as the Stony-ground: hearexs had, :;not;;; 
Theſe bring; forth fruit 3! but afterward) 
without Hut reaſory or. cauſe, they; 89: 
out and depart from Chriſt Jeſas, :and;; from: 
the mindfulneſs of His Grace and: Geliehs 
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and abide not faithful unto the deaths 
Theſe endure nct 'unto the end, though at 
tirft they did rug well; They continne. not 
rodted and grounded. in the Faith. ; They 
abide not in Chriſt ftedfaſt and unmoveable, 
but” foxfake the Lord the fountain of living 
raters, and wander out of 'the way of 
underſtanding, - and turn aſide to their 
crooked 'pathes, after they have clcaped the 
pollations of the world thorow the Know- 
ledge and-Dodrine of our Lord and Saviour 
Jcſus Chriſtz Andiſcarc like Birds that wan- 
der from their-Neſts':: they - arc - remoyed 
from him that'called them into the Grace in 
ſeſts/Chrift: And aftev they haveclean, and 
mdetd, eſcaped from 'them that -bive- in er- 
rour,” yet they ſin willingly, and erre from, 
and forfake the right way, in whichabiding 
they thould be faved': But they go forth, 
Like 8. $4. and then' the Thorns cnter in, 


| Mark. 19. They were not. there always : 


they were, it may-ſeern, rooted out and caft 
forth by the Plow of the Goſpel :. And had 
they abidden in Chrift-they had- been Kill 
preferyed-from them.' For, Fhoſoever abi- 
deth in Em finneth not3 He keepeth Him- 
ſ}f that the wicked one- toucheth him not, 
in whom the ſeed of God remaineth, 1 ]oh, 
36;;9. with Chap: 5+ 18: But going out, 

ca 'E-2 the 
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the cares of this world. and the deceithuſ., 
neſs of” riches, - and liſts,of othor things 


enter in. 4ndcchoak,the Word, and it becomp. 
ethunfruitful; namely, in. concluſi 10n,, they. 


bring no fruit unto perfe@&ion, none; tg X 
harveſts And ſo none which will oi A 
appear on their account [in the day of Ty 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. , Theſe may endure ſome 
of them a''confiderable time; and. even al- 
moſt,” though not altogether, unto the hars 
veſt : And how far ſoever they. go, or how 
long ſoever they continue; :yet not enduring 
unto theend, not overcoming and keeping 
Chriſt's Works unto the;end, , but going..out 
and departing from Him, and ſo perhiſting, 
all their: righteouſnels ſhall not be.xemem- 
bred, but for- their iniquity that they. have 
committed they ſhall dyefor it : there is no 
rcaping if menfaint, how long ſoever they 
have” exerciſed themſelves in well doing, 
Matth.-13. 22. with Mark. 18, Ne 2 Pet. 
2. 18--20.: Gal, 6. 9. Ezek, 33. 12, 13 
Rev. 226-29. Now the juſt bal live by faith, 
but if he (at any time) draw back, Gods 
Soul will have no; pleaſure in bim, Hebr. : IO, 
38. with ver. 26.. Thoſethat died for. their 
unbelicf and murmurivgs, when they. were 


almoſtcome to the borders of the Land of 


Canaan, tell ſhort. of; the typical reſt, r 
We 
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well as. they who, were upon the fame ac- 

count alt off preſetitly after they: came' out 

of ape , though'they had continued longer. 
ng the Lord, and: endared much; 

hore rirdſhip then the latter : Even ſo ſuch 


a#avt put t heir hand to the Plow, and: 
confined it there a'igood while, and Cuffer-: 


&d->thany © things, will yet-deprive them- 
ves of thereward, ' if they bringnot forth. 
fruit tto the end! All their former hear- 
inp;-bclieving, profetling,” well doing, and: 
tiffering, will-in' concluſion be in vain to 
fach -as theſe, ' Gal.” 3. 4. Phil. 2. 12--16. 
Litke 9, 62. Oh that'the confideration herc- 
of 'may admoniſh and provokeus all, To be 
Redfaft,” unmoveable; ahpays abounding inthe 


work, of the Lord, Knowhig (in thus. doing 


and continuing) oxr labour ſhall not be in vaint 
i the Lord + But Chriſt will preſent us in 
the body of His'fleſh, unblameable and unre- 
bukeable; if we cohtinue inthe faith rooted 
and: grounded, and be not moved from: the 
hope of the/Goſpel, * &c.' x Cor. 15. 58, Col. 


422,23. Gal. 6.9. fo ſhall we not. be like 


the thorny-ground hearers. 


* Eaftly; Some-there are: who receive the 


/6rd intoithe good bround, evenſuch as hear 


; the Golp el and uriderſtand: And therein they 


arebetter then the fixſt ſort of hearers com- 
[T3 e Nb wI'7 I 3 ; ye. pared 


<y% + «> 
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pared to the way fide. And they -receive..the 
ſeed in an honeſt and good heart ; Et 

in they are preferred before the ſecapd ſay. 
of hearers, who are compare, tq the ſtony. 
ground. Yea and alſo. they. keep ; It, 6. 
bring forth-frult with patience and! pexſayg.. 
rance : Ina patient continuance -in/well., 
doing, they ſeek for' Glory and Honqur; 
and immortality : And unto them- in dye 

ſeaſon God will. render eternal Life, Rom, 

2- 6,7. Theſe all bring forth fruit unto: per- 

fection,” though not all alike 3 but ſome 'a# 

bundred fold, fome. ſixty, and ſome thirty; 

Yet they continue. keeping the ſeed; the, goad 

Word of God, \and ſyftering it to bringiogh 
fruit in them, and to make them fruitful 
even unto the end. And . herein they Cele 
differenced from, and ..do - more. worthily 
then, the third ſort of hearers, comparet] 
tothe thorny ground. |. Though they.indeed 
for ſome time, yea - poſſbly for ſome. conſis 
dexable ſpace of time, fome- of them, hows 
eyer, did retain the woprd cf the kingdom; 
but before the haryeſt came they grew weary, 
& fainted in their minds,& ſo deprived;thems 
{elves of _ that reward-of the inheritance'of 
which qtherwiſe they might and ſhould:have 
partaken: And ſo are compated to.and in.tons 
cluſion, become like the thorny ground com- 
pare 


& 
Io 


I51 


pare Matth. 13.. 18-23. . with Mark 4. 
14,-20, & Luke 8. 1115. SE 

-,, Now in this Paxable our Lend. Infirins 
the.truth of what He affirms in thi \ oat 
we are. conſidering, a part of, to Wit, that 
few of the many who are called aft choſen : 
Among the many "hearers of the” word of 
the kingdom, there werethree fortsthat in 
AE received the grace of God inhain: 
Andone ſort..only that received and refained 


. 


.the: love of. the truth to. be ſaved theteby': 


Our Saviour, in this Parable of che feveral 
T2 ; - ' fa TE 1% Me 293 - 776 0 ; 

gxgunds, ſpeaks:not of the heathen, who 
juave.not-the Oracles of God cortmitted to 
them,... nor the. Goſpel. of Chritt plainly 
preached among them :*-nor of Tuch' as hear 


ſuch inſtruc&ions. as caule to erre froth the 
words of knowledge; and ſuch tooliſhfones as 
[have not thelip of knowledge: For no good 
fruit can be expected from ſuch fooliſh pers 


ſons, and ſuch Dodtrines : And therefote the 


Holy.Ghoſt hath councelled us'to go'from 


the.;preſence of ſuch vain talkers3 and to 
ceaſe to hear ſuch-inftruckions which are ſo 
hurtful; Prov. 14.7. & 19. 27. But He 


{praks of ſuch perſons -25 were hearers of the 
good. Word of. God,. the word-of Trith, the 
-Coſpel of our Salvation, which was ſpoken 


unto them, and ſown in the hearts of "them 
L 4 by 


«, 


for both 


at the firait gate: Bat againſt all the! difco- } tf 
. Veries, .convincements, reproots and bpeta- Us 
tions of the Spirit in the Goſpel, -walk' on Þ th 
| In, or xetyrn again unto, 'the broad* way,” m 


C399. 


by the good | ſower, the Son of Man ; And hy 
yct amongſt theſe hearers thete are Bier Tew Þf 2; 
who arg. the called accordi ing to 'putpoſt; Þ 4} 
Ohh -Kw are theredthat arc indeed” re- || 6 
deemed from the Earth, and from athbneh Þf j 


men, PRE who ichfutly: cleave unto,” and ÞÞ i 
follow the Lamb that was fain whicherſs n 
ever he. oeth !' es: has is 

And the Reaſon why” there te A " ti 


choſen Is. not (as-we! haye ſaid} "and-thay hi 


gain 1alſo ſhew 22 becauſe the mot! W&Þ% | ir 


: propated,” or paſt by1 in a perſonal cBrifidert- 9, 


tion from. Eternity ? Or” becauſe; 446 ite ? 
and Fying Grace Was 'vouchlafed Ty ng n 

Ric are falſe: 'But” becatiſe- -they ht 
firzve not,” or abide riot'ftriving to! enter m_Þ & 


which there; are ſuch miiltitudes whoh q fat Þ| he 


deceit, and refuſe to come unto Chritt%m || in 
' His way. So much' our Saviour 'fipnifieth th 
when He Gaith unto 'His Diſciples,” Eniter'ye | 


#1 at the ſtrait gate; for wide us the gate; and | in 


broad is the way that \ leadeth, to* deſtruftion, | 'th 
. and many there be that ', £0.i thereas.” ' Why 'G 
 To'?- Becauſe ftrait is the” gate, and Harrow i at 
. the. way which leadeth wito Life, and few there Þ y 


3 ; (71; be 


$ 
% 


and oc 5 
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be that find it, Matth/ 7. 13, Its And 
again, ' When-one Fiid into Chrift; "Lord: 3 
x75 few thatbe oxen > ( Thoagh! our Savi2 
bux gives not a dire Anfwes, yet He fize 
kifieth inf r His Atiſwer, That few comparas 
tively: are f04- and intimately declareth ;That 
jiens'not befrig"willirig to enter in' at'ithe 
flrait gite;" 6r riot to! do -it"im-the | preſerrt 
time, 15 the Realon': :/ For) He ſaid (not'ts 
him only thatprop unded the Queſtion, bit 
indefinitaly3 "tint them that heard Him'z 
Striveto eter i ut the ftrait' gate,: for many, 
{fo punto Jorr 5971] ſeek 'to After 2 and ſpall 
be #bleOTinke 13. 22522! 'He doth-not 
ers fi 74 thit there' wks "no gate; for 
ſich as'if1 the event'go-'to deſtriition 5 Hor 
that it was nst opened, but plainly giveth 
vsto1 vnider(tand'that thete\was\a'pate,” and 
that it was'{6' opened that any* man "might 
enter therein, 4, 10.9. Yes that-it was 
held open” all the day of "Chaiſt's mediation, 
in that it \prefently followeth 3\ when” once 
the maſter of 'the Houleis riſen up; and hath 
ſhirt t6 the door, '&e. Luke x3, 25) clearly 
implying}! \Phar the door was not ſhutuntil 
that time; to wit,! while: the'day of God's 


'Grace tad; Pidictice Is. contifined, and 'men 
#eytedallthelivings Bat Heevident- 
Ny DERBoa! hea NE reaſon why: few are 


Seradas Bos ſaved 


== I 54) 
ads is, \beczaſe "they, ſtrive BY Or ewil 

pu on to Fes an at this ſtrait gate, Ezek, +34 
31s 324 The gate. is indeed {trajt. 3 A May 

in cntring ppl. deny and renounce. hitnl! 
daily, his finful, and fleſhly. 1luſts that.wa 
againſt the Soul : his wiſdom, righteoulnek, 
will; deſigns. and enterprizes:. bis covetoub 

neſs and loye of; the. World; and the thing 
thereof: his defires; of. vain-glory, praile 


and honour,of Men,,and Ag 5 ip; of. vn 
World : his: ca(e and pleaſure :., his. inordþ 


nate afſetion: to neareſt: and deareſt, relati 

ons. yea and tohis own life.alo iYea; and 
we ane ein i him,or would tun 
him alidefronncoming, unto, and: following 


perſecuted; way, and thoſe that. walk: in.it 
mult thorow vingth tribulation enter. into, the 
Kingdom of God, 'AQs 34 22+ fThey that il 
dive. godly :in Cbrift Feſtus ſhatl ſuffer P Fees 
#iom, 2, Tim. 3+; 13:12 Qhri s, Dil (ciples 
and Followers, I mean fachas,areiHis Di 
eiples indeed, ſhall be hated of all Men for Hi 
fame ſake ; not only of profane PNGathoKgt 
they will be. the. ſong of che, Drpo 


viler;then theEaftth:; butalſo theappearingly 


Tgateous and zealous ones will reproach Tr 
villihe 


"="D = ,Þ <2. _—t9y5 i — rw 1H a 


diter Jeſts; Chriſt, i And .the-way is; nary 
which leadeth wo life >. it is an;aftlice 


— the by-word of baſe namelcſs-Men.: who _ 
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villifi them, and the Doctrine profeſſed by 
them, and caſt out their names as evil for the 


will be angry with them, Cart. 1.6. their 
$rethren will hate them, Iſa. 66. 5. And 
the Sons. of the Sorcereſs, the ſeed of the 
Adulterer and the: Whore, ſuch as are be- 

tten of divers and ſtrange Dod&rines, will 
= themſclves againſt them, . and make 2 
wide . mouth, and draw out the tongue 
zpainſt them, JJa. 57. 3 »4. ſo that incoming 
yuto, and following after Jeſus Chriſt, they 
canexpec nothing but frowns, cruel mock- 
ings, reproachtul words andgeſtures, ſcoff- 
ings, atflictions and perſecutions from all 
that are, not.,of, their own. company : He 


that is not with them is. againſt them : {6 


that they that will come after Chriſt, muſt 
not only deny then:ſelves, but alſo cake up 
their croſs daily and follow him. For God 
tath, predeftinated and forc-ordained that 
that are lovers of Him, who are th 
ded according to purpoſe, and ſo, Gods Ele 
je ſhould be conformed to the Image of 
tis. Son, that He might be: the hirſi-born 
among many.Brethren : That as He was de- 
hiſcd and rejected of Men, a. Man of Sor- 
wwys,. and acquainted with grief, ſo oy 
ab fhould be made like unto Frm, an 
_ drink 


&n of Man's ſake; their Mothers Children -- 


(158). 
drink of the ſame. cup whereof He. drank 
Matth. 16. 24, 25. Liuhe 9. 23; "24. "Rom.$, 
28,29--33- Now becauſe nioft of them wh 
are called by the  Goſpell when they hear th 
faying,s are offe cd crying out in their heart 
at leaſt, This 19.9u bard ſaying,, who can he 


#2 as they Job, 6. oF: nd willnot five 


enter in at this' trait Fnor walk i in this na 
row way which is fo "perfected 'hence'V 
comes to paſs that Chriſts flock 'of ati 
and unfeigned believers is alittle flock, ar 
{mall amongſt the' thouſands: of ſuch as art 


called; and call* themſelves by the name's 


Chriſt. And fo'we have ſeen the- truth's 
Sur Szviours, ſaying in this place, el{cwhet: 

onfirmed, and have conſidered and ſhewsl 
the reaſon thereof, why few of the mal 
called ones are choſen. 

And this affertionand irtion of -om 
Szviours, That few art choſen, x0 may be of” ne 
. fulne(s unto us. * | 
"1. To ſhew unto us how little reaſon' ip 
who hear ind believe the Goſpel with the 


-heart, have to glory 'or boaft of the multi} 


tude of them that come amongft them, and 
who are called thereby: feeing they kne 

from the teſtimony of Chriſt;*char of thok 
Thany to whom the joyful ſound is proclaiii 
cd, few  unkeignedly enfertaiiiif, or yeild. yp 


them: 


oy” - 

6, Þ themſelves. to-the ſaving operations of it,” 

{ Indeed is miay be matter of pladneſs to then 

; that many do cothe to hear\the - Goſpel" of: 

WY peace : for how can Mcn' believe on Chril,-" 

1 if they hear not” the Dotrine concerning” 

7 FHim ? Bot when they wiſely confider, That ' 

q mauy who ire called/by the Gofpel are only ? 

i- Bl fo.and will not tore to Chriſt that they thay 

[ hive life ; \it occaſions fadriels unto then, 

WB and keep :; etn' ſober, aid preſerves cheits"! 

il Þ from hoy ng ln the nuttierquſheſs of *theiy” 

ny who come" attiongft them. - Other perfons” 

[ who glory 1 ina pearatice, and not in heavt;* 

v are apt to. belif ug: up,. and  priding chetni 

7} ves in their great companies, and in'rh8: 

a any hundfeds that come to hear theo! w— 
07 &rines of fach as conſefit tiot to! wholſome 

: | Words, the Words of otir' L6fd Jeſus Chrift;! 

uy 2fid the Dberine according” 'ro Godlineſs; 

-N But alas;© tor Aoſe whit are indeed theoDifi 
ciples of Chrift; 'they havefo many occafions 

of forrow” arid ghing' preſented to. them) 
even among ſtſhth as ate profefſedly one with 
them, that inſtead of boaſting of: their num« 
bers, rivers of Waters run down their. «yes; 
becauſe ſuch keephot Gods'Law, Pſal. X19. 
136, And ſometimes thoſe who are in aily 
00d neaſuireupright, are ready to take up | 
that wiſh of the Prophets :7:0þ that we bad | 


in 


— 
3 a 


2 —= E:1==5 _ 


pi, —_ 


(158), 
#n the Wilderneſs a lodging place of Way- arin 
Men, that we might leave the generality of oy. 
Brethren profeſſedly. aud goi away h from then, 
as Fer. 9. 2, 3. For though, as the. Apoile 
Hatch, they have all beard, and many. of them 
oftentimes heard, the. Goſpel of Chriſt . yet. 
they, have not. all obeyed the Goſpel, for 
Tris ith, Lord »ho hath belirycd awe report 
Rome'10. 341528. Joh. 12.37, 38, Oh, 
haw, tew are. thera who from the. heart obey Nil 
that torm of PoGtrine that hath been dll ſ 
vered. to them! The Kingdoni” of Heaven, ſe 
in;the gracious and ſpiritual adminiſtration 
of;-it,' is like to. a Net caſt into the Sea, that [7A 
thereth of all kinds: But how few are willing |? 
to.'þe, drawn out of their. Elements into, 
Telus Chriſt !- And to forſake, and go on to 
forſakeall, that they may be and: continy 
His Diſciples indeed !. Were this-conſidered, 
it/;would preſerve them from .glorying iq Þ 
their number,and caufe them rather to ſay; 
Wonis ws, for me,are as when they havs gather. 
et the gatherings of ſummer, as the. grape.gleay. 
ang: of the Vintage, there 1 n0 cluſter. to. eat, 

oXE591. As FO 2 
_ ic might alſoawaken and provoke us 
all, To examine our ſelves in; the Glaſs 
the Goſpel, and ſee whether we ourſelves are 
only:of the many called, or WE 

; allo 
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alſo of the few ho. are, choſen, _ Indeed, 
| x I! who arc Led 5; the” BA [Arid - Fe ha 
miniſtration;af" the Goſpel ME Oe, 
de | ve might fayebrit ſeives chis Jabotir; and 7 re 
am ſecure a and welt h 15fhed, that we are of the 
yet. (| remnant according to the eletioh of Graces 
for $Or if the, greate Fc of Tp Id one: 

| were eleaed; alfh, "it mighCntt'ſ6 Sr 


concern us to featet and t + Gur 
fro ts. nutf by ? 
11s the t Bo of ; ich 


| bc pes {6 di if 
when our Lotd;w 
Wow of Ye Javiid. ythe'Spiognt! are 
It greatly cohcerns 8s tg OE -(elyes 
we may not think ourſelves ttpet 
ng when when Wwe are & noching, d 16 de ECeIVE 
to..Jour ſelves; w | whoa It, be the faddeft'an 
mpableſt eat; 3h 'of the jo pernicior 
Ny ever Hain Hp Eo og I 


FA 


2 wth re a Gd "hg will it, of 
By aa 
00] manyd 07.2 Pet. 2.13, Betterit 
"pa (os us to deal faithfully wich our: 
F Ru then to Hatter our ſelves, or be flat 
te by others to. our endleſs and eternal 
ery. and. calamity. | Come we then"ts 


re 
; 
0 the 


: o, Tay. 
© be ir 5 
b fp 

-tor. be. heholde 
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IC IS, . 
ether he To 
aTAce of og pn Ae fs 
1ll *remajn 3n,, or be bk 
0. the Mþi,9 and fo 1s3 
dof: nd rH lov ved: 
r manger of Joy Ie e Apolik 
p &. Cor. Y 3,8 Wy * And T by-thþ 
Ghar weſte Wear hearexs.: not Foy 
Was ORE, us give. no r( Fat x 


r£9 aureye-lids, fin WG 
a retain: the ;ooRpge of. ors FO 
Salvation 2 us, that we may be ctr 
A this miſerable condition,. nd x 
COM: nope Men, that, & 7 may gs 7 
with us; for eyer, and we hy 4, 
with the World.  AndiF it appear tha Lo 


are of the UE of thoſe whoare _ 
| that 
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that we ſtill abide and contigque.in rhe Dos 
tine of Chriſt, © that we mfay have both 
_ aut : $6A\, - iy (ST 
But Gre") may ay, , how tmay we 
hho wither we be of thethafen number 
6r no ? declare a little more parriculatly how 
Wemay know it, © 
Anſs . Thoſe who, are - Hides chokn do 
know 74s they are'of God? that the 
ﬀ whplc Wortd Fieth; tn Wickedtitfs, *as 1 ©oþ. 
well $."1b. bY kee {fe FO Pts CommÞntth #$t},/ as the 
<1 Kore faith, "Her: by we know that > we kno 
Sand are' "ie Him, if we” keep His Com- 
HOES | *Johr. 2. 3-5. And be that 
keeper His: Cont abit] ArbePerh* in "Hm, 
mid He in hin, * chap. 3. ZÞ 'that * is to ſay, 
hi'more and Hiner words; His. Command- 
ments are, t ar we believe on the Name, of 
Tſar Chriſt, "and trve out ae He bath 
vet” 1 Cortim mnttment, 1 Joh 230022 24. 
BPchithath 'and keepeth the} hath right 
anto 2he tree of life, and oat Peet in thorow 
the gates into the City, 'even into 'the' new Je- 
talem, Rev. 22, 14- chat” is "to ay, they 
dknow they'are choſen. | * 
"1. By this, That the'F aith* EM! have re- 
wed, 11 the Faith of our Lied Teſus Chriſt, 
adaccording thereto, they bilieve with the 
Oſ beare that good report the Father hath given 
M of 
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have receiyed and retain for their: F althy, no: 


Foy 
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,of Him z andingt as Mſn 
yd, Interpxctations: ſpeak,gt 
{,np.mecr; Man whatſocuar 
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ind Txuth,- the only Bread and Water of 
Life, the only door -of approach to God, 
the only. Lord of ous Faith and Confriences, 
theonly High Prieſt and Mediatonr between 
God and Men : And according hereto, they 
come unto and depend on Him-in His way, 
for bottoming all- upon Him, for receiving 
al from Him, for living continually by Him 
aid to Him, for approaching to God thorow 
Him, and expedting- and waiting. thorow 
His Spirit for His perfecting all . that con- 
&rns them, &e.: And fo tney hold forth 
this word of Life in Word and Converſation. 
And hetthat thus believetiron the, Son hath 
the Wicacls im Himfſclh 'and gives not God 
the lyey: but hath ſet. to His Seal that God is 
trac -ini | all 'He hath teſtified. of His: Son, 
r'Þb.'5..10411. Fob. 3. 33. Andin-teceiy- 
ing”this Teſtimony of. Jelus,.. they receive 
dl :therewith certainly and, undoubtedly 
the-Spicit 'of Gods Son, Gal. 3.25. which 
Spirit: beareth Witneſs with ther Spirit, with 
their enlighteacd migd and judgment, that 
they are the Sons of God, Rom, 8..16.. And 
bereby they know that they dwell in Him, and 
th in them, becauſe he bath given them of 
Hs Spirit : | And thry have ſeen.'( in . the 
lwht, and by the evidence thereof ) and do 
eftifie, that the Father-ſent the Son to. be the 
| M- 2 Saviour 


% 
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Saviour of the World, 1 Joh. 4. 13, 14 with 
2 Cor. 13.5: 
\ 2. They atffo know they are choſen by 
this, *thar this Faith worketh in them+by 
Love, Gal. 5, 6.'and therein is cfficaciow | 
in theth. And ſo they are diftinguiſhel 
from, and preferred before ſach as ſay, the 
have Faith,and kgve not its works,and ſo he 
Tieve int vain : Bfft this Teſtimony of Jeſus 
being received by them, not as the word 
"man; bnt as it is in truth the word of God, 
it worketh 'effectually im them. From the 
knowledge and belief of Gods love in Chill, 
His firſt love, they are begotten and. pre 
vailed with to love God; (even to love: Hin 
'witlrall the heart and'mind, and foul, and 
ftrensth - And {o to love Jeſus Chriſt, s 
to ſuffer the boſs of allthings, and connt then 
but dung int compariſon of lim. It maks 
them willing to part 'with their Sins and 
Tdofs for His1ake, and prefer Hin betoreall 
other things, which they may love with a mo-N - 
-derateaffection, 1 Fob. 4. 16--19, And thi i; 
love of God in Chrift:known and heartiþf 5 
believed by them, begetteth chem unto, and " 
_effe&ethin them a delightful love .to.thok ." 
who are begotten'of Him, and that: not{iu 
word andin tongne only, but in deed. andy c: 
Im truth ; Aud by thy they know that gy | 
| on] Pape 
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paſſed out of death #n1to life, becauſe they love- 
the Brethren ; And bereby they know they are 


of the truth, and can aſſure their hearts before 
God, 1 Joh. 3-14. 18--19. & 5-1. And alſo 


, they are taught and Jcd of. God by this love 


of His to the love of a)l men, even. to love 
them with a love of pity and coo 
and to teſtifhe love to them according -to 
their needs, as they have opportunity, Mat. 


5.44, 45.- Hethat ſaith, I know Him, and 


keepeth not His Commandments is a liar, and. 
the truth is notin Him : But whoſo keepeth His 
word (in Faith and Love ) in him werily is 
the Love of God perfefted : hereby know we 
that we are in Him, 1 Joh. 2.4, 5. And {0 
bercby we may know whether the Grace of 
God hath its electing eflicacy upon/us. And: 
fo alſo on the contrary, we may be aſſured 
we are not of. this choſen Generation, if we 
reject the teſtimonyof God' concerning His 

Son, -1 Fob. 5.10; Foh.'14. 21-24. or re- 

ceive it In vain, and are not ſaved and fandi- 
fied thereby 3 But however we profeſs to be- 


lieve. the teſtimony God hath given of His: 


Son, yet while we love darkneſs rather then. 


light, and impriſon the truth, profeſſed by us' _3F\ | 


in unrighteouſneſs, we believe in. vain, and 
ſo perlifting, ſhall miſerably deceive . our. 
klves, Fohs 3. 19. Rom. 1.18. Fam. 1.22. 
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Tn this the SO. of God are manifeſt; and 
the children of the .Devil: Whoſoever doth 
#0: righteouſneſs ( believes not with the 
heart a record God hath given of His Son, | 
1 Foh. 2,29, With chapt. 5. 1,19. &4. 6.) 


3s ot of God, neither he that loveth not this 


Brother, 1 Joh. 3. 10. Theſe two, Faithand 


Love being had and kept by us, to. wit, 
The Faith of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and Love 
”"_ ught thereby, weherein' keep the, Com- 

ndments of God; and have the new 
Cocatinee and are in- fome meaſure new 
Creatures,” compare 1'Cor.7. 19. with Gal; 
5.6. & chapt. 6.15. And he that is called 
by. and an hearer of the Goſpe), may in the 
Glaſs of the perfe& law of liberty behold 
himſelf, that heis at preſent none of Gods 
ele, if he have not the Faith of ' God; and 
our Lord Jeſs 5-1 he believe not with the 
heart the Word of God” and Teſtimony of 
Jeſus, fg as to work effe&ually in him in 
_ forme meaſure: Or if he hath not this love 
| begotten; produced and: continued in him, 
4 this faith, as hath been aid; Fam, 1. 22, 


| ot hndy alſo'we may diſcern and ma 
| ah - Eeton or non-election of /other per- 
ſons ſoas to have, or not have, delightful 
loye towards, and Kſowthip with them 
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drine of f Girl bath not God,” Joh. 9. 'OÞ 
though men d6,in ſome ſort believe tf | 
Word of God and' Teſtitiony of Jeſus" yt 
if this.be not yielded up ynito, and ſtfere 


to work effetually in them; they do belien | 


in vain, and they are vain men; 1 Coy. I 5-2, 


Jon. 2 1; 26, 27. 6 chapt. 2, 15 — | 


By; 
—_ and by. this Faith 'and' Love and 'the 
Fruits and Effects thereof;/as being held forth 
rinto, and before others 3 even thoſe whoa 
of the World may know, that thoſe thit 


walk in this Faith which worketh by Love, 


are Chriſts Diſciples indecd, ' and ' ſo Gods 
Ele&ones : they are Chriſts Diſciples known 
and read of- all Men, being by thee two, 
manifeſtly. declared ſo tobe, eyen to ſuch's 
Hate, them, and therefbre make | war with 
them which keep the' Cortimandments> 
God, and have the teſtimony of Jeſus Chiitt, 
2 Cor. 3; 223. 'with Rev. 12..17. & 14. 17. 
By this ſhall all men know that ye are My Di- 
ciples, ſaith our Saviour, if ye have Loveon 
#o-axother, Joh. 1 $ $3435: But'we ſhall add 
KO more'to this ule, | '* 


2 / 3. Inthat.theEleqand dion ones of Ged 
- dre few, it ſheweth unto us the wonderfulneb | 
of Gods care concernding'themiand protection 
over them,” in preſerving 'fuch- an handful 

amongſl 
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amongſt ſo many enemies : They are like a 
Lilly amongſt many Thorns, Cant. 2. 2. like 
a Turtle Dove amongſt a multitude of birds 
of prey, Pſal, 74.19. Andyet they are and 


| ſhall be preſerved, becauſe they have a ſtrong 
| redeemer, and a careful and faithful Shep- 
| heard, who will keep them and preſerve 
| them from this generation that hates them, 


and that for ever, Pſal. 12. 7. If it were 


| not the Lord who were on their fjde, they may 
always fay : if it were not Jehovah why 35.04 -- 
| their ſ.de, when men riſe up againſt tha; they. 

| bad been often” ſwallowed up quick, when” 


mens wrath was kindled againſt them, Pſal. 
124, But God #4 for them, and who then can 
be againſt them? Rom. 8. 31--33, 34. The 
Lord is their Shepheard, and they ſhall want 
Mo good thing : And their Salvation 1s of the 
Lord, He # their firengthinthe time of trou- 


ble: And He ſhall help them and deliver them, 


He ſhall deliver them from the wicked, and 
ſave them becauſe they truft in Him, Pſal. 23. 
&57,39,40. Andhencealſo, 

4. This inſtruction contains conſolation 


and incouragement in it againſt cauſe and 
occaſion of fear and diſcouragement : That 
the Ele& are few, cauſeth fear 'to them : 


hence they are incouraged and firengthned 
apainft their -fear occalioned by the {mallneſs 
ot 
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of their. number. Fear not little flock, Ly, 
12.32. feat #ot thou worm Jacob, and ye fm | 


men of Iracl,. Iſa. 41. 14. But that thel 


few are chelen, choſen out of the World 
choice ones - in Gods account, and love | 


with, delightful, well pleaſed, everlaſtin 
love., this is proper and, powerful, tg 


firengthen them againſt the tear of evi]; 


And to encourage them to lift up the hands 
that hang down, and the feeble knees. Hen 
ſuch incouragements and conſolations are 
YTropounded to them as theſe : zhou art M 
HED Thave choſen thee, . and not caſt ther 
away : fear thon not, for T am with thee, te 
2% diſmayed, for T am thy God, Iſa, 41, 8,9, 
IO--14. Hear now, O Jacob.My ſervant, and 
Iſrael whom Thave choſen : Thus ſaiththe Lord 
that made thee and formed thee from the Waomh, 
which will help thee : fear not, .O Jacob My 
ſervant, and thou Jelhurun whom Thave choſeni 
fear not, neither be afraid, 19. 43. 1--5. « 
44. 1.2--$. The ſmallneſs and littleneſs of 
their number might occaſion them to think 
God will take no notice of them : But'the 
conſideratiqn of what is here affirmed: of 
this ſmall company, . that they are choſen, 
choſen of God and precious in His. eſteem, 
is. incouraging unto them : He will take 
them, though but one of a City, and twoot 
,” 


” 


Us 


17 


( lip) 


” 


3-14. Thou haſta few names even in Sardis 
which bave not \defiled their. Garments : And 


| they ſhall walk, with mein White, for they are 


worthy, faith our. Saviour, Rev. 3. 4. And 
though He -ſift the Nations among, whom 
they are like as Corn is fifted;in a fieve ; 
Yet ſhall not one. Corn, no not. the leaſk 
Grain, fall to the Earth, Amos 9; 9, 10. 


| And:that they are choſen may cauſe them to 
life up. their head againſt the evil and fear of 


their Encmies 3, Aud aſſure them that God 
will avenge them in due time. Who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of Gods Eleq ? Tr is 
God that juſtifieth, &c. =—— Who ſhall ſepa- 
rate us from the love of Chriſt ? | fball tribulati- 
0, or diftreſs, or perſecution, or famine, or 
tokgdneſs, on peril, or ſword? nay in all theſe. 
things we are more then Conquerours thorops. 
Him that lived us, and whoſe Elec we are, 
Rom. 8. 33--37--3s., And ſhall not God 
wvenge His own Elect, which cry unto Him 
dy-and night though He. bear long with 
them? I tell you, ſaith Chriſt, He wall 
avenge them ſpeedily, Luk. 18. 7, 8. Yea 
though they-are few. in number, yet becauſe 
they are choſen, they may.be confident God 
will provide what :is good for them while 
they are here in this World : And hence our 
4: Saviour 


2 Family, and will bring them to Zion, Jer. w 
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Saviour faith, Fear not Little, little flock, felr 


not Encmizs;fear not Wants arid-Necelfities 
for it -4 your Fathers good pleaſure to give 


you the Kingdom; And therefore afſuredly 


He will give:yout meat, drink and cloths, aud: 
- nogood thing will He withhold from you 
it ſzcking His Kingdom rather then any 
other thing, Luk, 12. 31, 32, 33. with 
Fam.2.5. , i 
5, Secing that few of the called are cho, 
ſen, it may preſerve us from being deceived 
by myſtery Babylon ( and any. other like 
her ) who flitters and perſwades others, 
telling them that ſhe 15 the holy Catholick 


Church : And that ſuch as joyn themſelves 


nnto,- and abide in Communion with her, 
are the true Sons of the Church, and' in x 
good and happy condition :. And living and 
dying therein ſhall bz happy for ever. ' Alas, 
how plainly doth it appear that ſhe is miſe- 
rably miſtaken, and ſuch as liſten to her; By 
what our Saviour here ſpeaks, and ſpeaks 
Prophetically of the Gentiles alſo, amongſt 
whom few are choſen. It may | be more 
readily and reaſonably believed, That very 
few amongſt - them are called by the Ser- 
vant3 in the plain and faithful declaration of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, ( ſecing they ſteal away 


the word of the Lord, in the Records' of 


them 
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themfrom the;people, as: alſo others do in 
their vain and fooliſh interpretations and 
'l clofſes ) then that many,, or molt of them 
dy zrechoſen; and ſhall hereafter inherit.cter- 
and nallife. And it is good for us rather. to 
yOu mind what the Holy Ghoſt faith unto us,then 
ay to liften to her lies, dreams and deluſions 
ith who ſaith, 1f any man Worſhip the Beaft, aud 
be by Image, . and recetve bis mark in hu forebead, 
%f or in bis hand, the ſame ſhall drink of the wine 
+. of the wrath of God, which i poured out with 
v4 out mixture into the cup, of His indignation : 
* and he ſpall be tormented with Fire-and Brim= 
_ ſtone in the , preſence of the Hely Argels, and 
"TY in the preſence. of the Lamb And the ſmogh, 
MY of their Torment aſcendeth up for ever. aud 
"Th ter, &c. Rev. 14.8, 9,10, 11. & chap.k8, 
4 559- ; 1 va 
A + 6, That few of the called are choſen, may 
| beuſcfu] alſo topreſerve us from ſuth, and; 
ks | ch like ſayings as theſe, viz. .| Every man 
"| is bound by the commandment of. God:. to 
5 belicve.that he is choſen jn Chriſt to, Salvatt- 
Jon; cpecially he that profeiſerh Faith in 
Mi Chriſt: , And, when, we lay every rhan is 
of | Pound to, believe this, we except none, no 
x | not the reprobates, who neither at any time 
l do, nor can. believe in Chriſt; And if the 
reprobate belicve it not, he finneth molt 
grievoully 


—_ ” aw__— 
grievouſly of all. *] Oh how Evil and Dan! 
erous are ſuch expreſſions! And what oc 
caſion do ſuch perſons give to others to bes 
Heve them in nothing they ſay? Theſe pers 
fohs, who thusſpeak, deny that Chriſt dice 
Brat, and yet they tell us | every mai i 
bound to belieye that he is Ele&ed it 
Chriſt: ] And how falſly do ſuch fpeak, 4 
willappear, if we briefly conſider”? - 1. That 
which is to b2 believed' in this faytng is 2 
tmanifeſt lye, as with reſpet to the molt of 
mengvenamongſt the calledones alfo, as is 
ſhewed Ando ſuch perſons even ay in ſuch 
tike expreſſions, That moſt men are bound 
£0 believealye. © 2. It is ſuppoſed in this 
laying, thatevery one is bound to believe 
that he 1s Ele&ed in' Chriſt -| by the com- 
mand of God. ] In which faying they firſt 
Figttifie, Tharthe' God f truth doch com; 
mand men to believe a lye: "Ol fooliſh 
chatse!' And 'thenalfo they -belye; Him in 
Pig they are bound by His Command' (6 
_ ftobeheyez when 4s He never; commanded 
then, nor came fuch a thing mto His tnin. 
2. In this former ſaying, alfo is intimated; 
Thatif the reprobate do not! bUlieve he is 
Elected in Chriſt, he finsmoft gtievouly' of 
aff : And ſoit is ſignified, the moft heinous 
iniquity in the reprobates Cas they call 
ro, them) 
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them) is, that they believe not'alye 3 And 
for this they ſhall be damned hereafter : How 
contrary 15 this to' what is ſpoken in the 
Scripture of truth! 2 Theſc2. 10--12. And 
how contrary 1s this and ſuch ike fayings 
toour Saviours DoErine here! So that 1 
hope this bricf mention of one, will render 
thatand its fellows fufhciently. abominable 
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alpel, in the faithful miniſtration of it by 
tie Servants, that "they are not chofen: 
And 


wry of thoſe Men who are called by the 
Golpt 
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Fatenced.unto, ad ſhall in due'time haye 
exectited upon them. Then ſaid} the King 
wnto the Servahtts,” bind him band and foot 
who was tongue-tyed before) and caſt him 
into onter darkzlefs, there ſhall be weeping and 
graſhing of the Teeth, ver. 11--13. But why 
muſt he be thus dealt with; and proceeded 
zpainſt?. It followeth as the' Reaſon: For 
many are called, but few are choſen: He mult 
therefore periſh for ever, becauſe he would 
not comme to Chriſt that he might be choſen : 
Him that cometh He will'in no wile caft 
out x but it appeareth this Than came nox 
toChrift to this end, in that' he was calt 
out: And therein his fin was written on 
his puniſhment 3 he was thus ſeverely judged 
becauſe he was not choſen; 'compare Fob,s: 
37. Matth. 22, 13- { 
,. But as it appears here tobe a great pro- 
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yoking and inexcaſable iniquity that meni 
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are not choſen”, ſo we ſhall a lictle further 
dmonſtrate the truth hereof, and ſhew 
tow it appears to beſuch an heinous, cloak< 
&s, and provoking iniquity: And in ſodo- 
ing, I ſhall take the courſe which, our Savi- 
our and the Apoltle ſometitnes do, to wit; 
y. over again what I have ſaid before, Fohs 
i428. Gal. 1.8,9. Phil. 3.1. Andſo, |} 
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1. It doth appear tobe a erkit and inex. 
cuſable iniquity that-men are'not choſen' di. Þ 
ring the day. of -Gods grace and paticnce, if 
we doconſider-what.is propoſed to, and [tt 
before men by Chriſts faithful Servants h | 
their calling them, and | to which they art 
' called that they might be choſen : they 'ar: 
called unto; Jeſus Chriſt, to the fellowſhip 
of Gods Son Jeſus Chriſt, . 1 Cor. 1.% | 
And ſo : | | on” 
I. They ;are. called unto. the abaſement 
and ſufferings oe, fetus Chriſt, to the Marii- 
" age of theSon of thegreat King, in whi 
the Laxd- hath created a new thing Mm the 
Earth, a woman hath compaſſed a Man, 
Fer. 31. 22, "Gods own Son was made of 1 
woman,. and made under the Law. ; God BW 
made all our ſins and treſpaſles to meet toge- | lin 
ther on--him, and executed upon him'the | tia 
judgment of the World, He was torment | 8. 
edgfor. our Tranſgrefhons, bruiſed for 'our I Go: 
iniquities , the chaſtiſenuent of our peace 
was pon Him. It pleaſed the Lord t» 4 
bruife Hit, He put Him to Grief : He 'was F&c: 
oppreſſed and:He was afflicted ;, Ang God ſ{cti 
brought Him jnto the duſt of. death. * And 
all-that which Heindurcd,, as it was inflid, Þ' 
edon Him, or, permitted and ordered. nnto 
Hin by the Father, it was for our fins and FEye: 
offences. þ © - 
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offences. Wſufſered-or finsonce, the jutt 
: | f67 us unjuſt "ones; He was delivered. for 
i ® Gar offences His Soul was madean offerin 
\ Þ for our fins. And hereuntoare men _— 
n Þ fit of all,” to the end they might; be choſen 
+ Þ out of, this preſent evil World, ! Foh. 3. 14. 
e Þ 1-Cor..I 5+ 1-»3. Gal. 1. 4.8. 3-1.: and in this 
p -OIl and Croſs of Chritt is ſhewn unto 
\, | Men... IE | 
"| ” THE vileneſs and odiouſach of their ſins, 
nt ind this neceſlity of their being Waſhed and 
i. | Utitifed therefrom, to the end they mighc 
j hay apart all filthineſs and ſuperfluity of 
he epptodt, aS it is thus reproved. and dif- 
dvered, In the Fleſh of Chriſt, and in 
yhat He , hath ſuffered therein,” God hath 
xd | #ohderfully condemned and .judged againſt 
& || fin, and ſhewed His utter and irreconcileable 
he Þ fatred thereto, and abhorrency thereof, Rome. 
It= 8. y X "This was the day of the vengeance of our 
ur IN God, 3# which He took, vengeance on our ini« 
ke Þ quitier in the Perſon of His own Son, who knew 
to # | \bictt was-Holy, Harmleſs,, Vadefiled, 
&: .Iſz. 61. 1,2. And though His wn Son 
tied out, My God, , My God, why. haſt Thou 


nd $/*Jaken Me? WV art Thou ſo far from help- 
of ny Me, and dts Words of My Roaring ? 


Yet His God was ſo Holy, oneof ſuch pure. 
nd JEySS as that He could not endure Tniquity, 
Wine. and 


N 2 
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and therefore He fpared Him wot, 


, t, Gre delivered 
Him * for ony Offences, Pal. 22. 1--3, wil 
Rom. V8: 32: & 4.25. Hercin He hath manj 
| feſted the exceeding finfulnels of ſin, that it 
might beabhorred and abſtained from by us; 
in that it could not poſſibly be purged awgy 
by the blood bf Bulls and Goats, nor by ay 
Offerings and Sacrifices of the Law, Heb. to, 
1--4- But Chriſt muſt come into the World 
to ſuffer for them 3 and all His Sufferin 
would not avail, unleſs He dye for them; 
» it wasnot one drop,. nor twenty drops .of 
His Blood would make "peace for us, but 
Chriſt muſt needs Suffer, arid lay, down His 
Eife for us, Als 17. 3. It was otherwiſe 
- impoſſible for our fins to be ſatisfied for, and 
purged away; 'Matth. 26. 39,42. For a. 
out doubt, the Father, who ſo infinitely loved 
His own'Son, would not without an-abſo-: 
late neceſſity have pleaſed thus to have dealt 
with Him. Herein'brightly and moſtcliar- 
ly appears the ' odiouſnets "oF our ſins unto 
God.' And unto this Croſs of Chriſt are 
men Talled 'by the Goſpel that. they might 
look unto Hitt who was Crucified for them, 
and be ſaved from their fins, Ta; 45722 with 
Gal: 3: 1... And thoſe that do'thus cotheun- 1 * 
eo it; bs Gated by the Goſpel, aremade wil 
ting to hatE arid? deny. that which is fo dif 
OY pleaſing] * 
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i5renidred fo to be in the Blood ot Chritt, 


Sprinkding, Hebi9.14. 610.221 & 12.24. 
T5 this purpoſe the Apoſtle Pani-faith,” Hopy . 


that fo many of 1s a5 were Baptized i into Chriſt, 
were Baptized into His Death? 1nto His per- 
ſonal Abaſement', 'Sufferings: and Death; 


If whereto He was: Abaſcd; and which He ſuf. | 


*| ered for our (ins; '1 Pet. 3- 18.' And how 
{+ | ſhallwe thencontinue in lin! 'God' forbid ; 
Jis | It not ſuch a thing: be cver done by'us:; The 
if | dtholding finin' the Blood of Chriſt-did fill 
id | them with an abhorrency and deteſtation of 
; | their fins, Rom. 6. 1--3. Aud by. theipreci- 

: | us blood of Chrift, the Apoſile: Peter figni- 
0 heth,” the Believers to whom he wrote were re- 
$1 Fr from their'vain'converſation,' in which' 
ir. | ſanetimes they ivalked,. when: they walked” in 
to Loves, Luſts, Exceſs of Wine, Revel- 
| [728 Banquettiaps, and abominable Idola- 
tines: 1 Pet.''r. x8; 19. with: chapt. 4. 3. 


# of theinſelves, 'who: were ſometimes 'dark- 
$16, and out of 'their ſinful and; polluted 
i } condition” and ways,” into Gods "marvellous 
it "ge, and ſo were made of the elef and choſen 


nl * N 3 gene- 


Mieffirig andabominable to God, and which 
which is-therefore alſo called, the' Blood of 


. 
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M ſhall we that are dead to fin ('by the death'of 
| Chriſt ) live #ny longer therein? Knory ye not 


7 | Hereby: they were called: out-of Dathneſs, aut! 


—_, oe teres a 
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generation, 1.Pet. 2. 9: with Eph. 5. 8... 
Yea/and in'the croſs of, Chriſt, the, yanity 
- and emptineſs. of our Idols is difcovered:to 
us, and therefore it :alſa.! eyidencerh. the 
great iniquity of thoſe men who preten van 
. tHingsbeforethe Lord. of Glory. ; 44 kd 
Herein is raade known. and:{hewn ynigqys 
the vanity-and; unprofitableneſs. of . the 
world, andthe riches thereof, Ir thet-we 
were not redeemed. with corruptible things s 
Silver and Gold, but with the-precious Bload 
ef Chrift;. 1.Pet. 1. 18,19. They - that truſt 
 intheir Wealth, - and boaſt themſelttes inthe 
multitiede of their riches :- none of them ca 
by any means redeem bis =_ or give 10 
Goda raiforse for bim, Pal, 49. 6-»B.- 11 
_ In the Croſsof Chriſt is alſo:diſcoyercd 
tous, the bruitiſhneſs of our Wiſdom! and 
Knowledge; In that this Wiſdom was, not! 
found: in; the :land of the living,” homey 
might -be redeemed & brought back to:God,| 
from whom'we were banifhed',:.\Fob::38\ 
12--21. 2.Sant, 14. 14, nay,.: not: only $0) 
but our judgment fiood crofs .and-contrazy! 
to that' bleifſed way and \means-which;God: 
hath in. His Wiſdom and' Pity found :onts 
and deviſed, :that His banifved might not be: 
expelled from Him, Joh. 12, 3x. 616,413.50 


And 


£4} (181) 
Andherein the Honour and Glory of this 
World is manifeſted to be vain, and with- 
out eavail, 45 to our acceptance with God 3 
in that Chriſt refuſed it, and was made as the 
filth of all things : *Hs Viſage was marred more 
then any mans, and His form "more then the 
Sous of men ; He received not Glory from men, 


but He was a reproach of "men, and deſpiſed 


of the People, Joh. 6.15. & 5. 41. Ifa. 52. 


14. & 53.2, 3. Bfal.22.6;7. 


' Herein is declared to us, That the friendſhip 
of thu World is. enmity with God In that our 
Lord Feſus was hated and villified by the World, 
diſallowed, rejefted and refuſed by the men of it, 
as one that was ud ed altogether u#nrwortby, and 
anmeet tobe loved and delighted in by them, 
Joh. 7. 7. & chap. 15. 19. & 17.14. 1 Pet. 


2. 4. 


" Herein we may ſee the unprofitablencs of 


, our own works of Rightcouſnefs, and of all 


we can do orperform in any wifdom and 
ſtrength of -our own, to juftific us and ren< 
der us acceptable in the irgfit of God, 'in that 
Chriſt muſt needs have' ſuffered 2 For if 


' Righteonſneſs contd have come bythe Law, then 


Chriſt died in. vaiz, Gal. 2. 21: The Holy 
Spirit! in Glorifyiog Chrift, and taking: of 
His things and. ſhewing unto'us, doth. con- 
vince the 'World of Righteouſneſs, 'and 
N 4 ſhews 
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ſhews untous the vanity and unavaiþleneſs 
of ours, ir that He i; gore toJhe F atber,- and 
we ſee Him nomore, Joh. 15,10. 

And ſach a diſcovery of the vanity ofeur 
Idols are we called unto in the Sufferings of 
Chriſt, That no fleſh might glory in the preſence 
of God, 1 Cor. 1. 2 9--31. but that thorom 


Hs Croſs the World, inthe Riches, Wiſdom, 


Honour, Glary, Cuſtoms, Faſhions, Friend- 
ſhip, Righteouſneſs, &c.. might be C rucified 
unto us, and we to the World, Gal. s. 14. That 

e might not love the World, nor the lh. that 
Gps; the World. -1 Joh. 2.15. 'And indeedin the 
Croſs of Chriſt God hath wonderfully ftain- 
ed the pride of all our gloryings,and brought 
into contempt all the honorable things of the 
Earth and; World,that we might not ſet our 
hearts upon them,nor glory in our en joyment. 
of them; 'nax. coyet # 208. wha nor truſt; in 


them; ſeeing they were not, crucitied for us, 
nor contributed any thing to our being deli- 


yered from.that ſo greata Death, under the 
ſentence whercof we were fallen, nor to the 
procoring and obtaining eternal Redemption 
tor us,. 1 Pet,. 235-25, with Iſa. 40. 6--9. 
1 Cor. 1-13... - 
? 2. Yea,and:untoChrift are men called byHis 
faithful Servants in their” preaching to them 
the Golpel, as unto,One in whom all things 
are. 


s % 
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are ready and prepared for, thery, Mn 22, 
4. Luk. 14,17. Even all things appertain= 
ing.unto, and in which conſiſts the Kingdom 
of Heayen : and fo unto ſuch-things as are 
infinitely better then our Sins and Idols :. 
vito thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings in Heavenly things, 
wherewith God hath Foe #5 in the Perſon of 
Hz Son, Eph. 1. 3. unto Himarewe called* 
who is the defire.of all Nations; In whom 
there is that which may anſwer unto, and fa. 
tisfe all their deſires: And in whom is to; 
be found by way of eminency and excellen- 
cy, that. which they deſire after, and: ſeek 


for, .in wrong objects, and 7n ſuch crooked. 


Pats a in which they can find 10 peace, Hays 
. To Him are mencalled, in whom there i 
fin to delight their Souls ; a river of plea- 
ſures of wehich they . may drink, and drink. 
abundantly ;, In whom are bid all the trea- 
ſtres of Wi iſdom and Knowlddge, F(41.36. 7,8. 
Cal. 2. 3. 1 whom is everlaſting Rzybteonſe 
neſr and iron "Prov. 8. .18. Ia. 26. 4. 
with whom vis; £3 IM and 'Hononr,- Prov. '3. 
16. yea.Glory and Honour that hath Immortas 
lity joyned with it, Rom. 2. 7. In. Him dwels 
leth allthe fulneſs 'of the Godhead. bodily, And © 
in Him is all conipleatueſs prepared for us, Col. 
2.9,10. Unto Him all things are delivered of” 
the F ather, » even all that the F ather hath 1s "La | 


- PR al 
Luk. 10. 22. Joh. 16. 14,15. A#d fo Heis 


evidenced to be more precious then Rubies, yea, 
: {3 all the things men can defire are not to be 

compared fats 51Y In whoſe right band js 
length of days, even Life for evermore, And 
3# whoſe ft hand are Riches aud Honour, 
Prov. 3. 13--16. And therefore is the cx. 
cellency of Him,. and the preciouſneſs KF. 
compleatneſs of that proviſion in Him de- 
clared and made known to us,; :To buy us off 
rom thoſe things which are ſinful and unpro-, 
fitablez; And to make us willing to come 


unto Chriſt, and for his ſake to deny otr 


ſelves, and take up onr Croſs and follw Him, 
that we might be.of the very Elect. He 
ſerteth before y: in the Goſpel His all things, 
that we might forſake our all things, all that 
we have, That Chriſt might be the Partion of 
or Souls, , Luk..14. 17--25--33. He doth 
hereby outbid all other things, and renders. 
them evil and. unprofitable, that we might. 


' for thir treaſure hid jn a field, when diſco- 


vered to us, and found by. us, ſell all that we. 
have, and buy that field, Mat. 13.44. Hence 
Hecalleth : bear, for Twill fpeak, of excelleat 
things» ſuch things as far excell thoſe things you 
ave apt to ſet your Hearts upon: and the open- 
ing of. My Lips ſpall be right things. 


Receive mine inftruion,& not ſilver,and know- 


ledge 
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Ye rather then chojce gotd*+ fir Wi 

ker there Bubyer, and 20167 ir 7 ai 
bedefired bd br Sh tonipdred'u [HD i, m—_ 
Riches an Tezina Bro with Me: "Jes durable 
Riches and IC htennſneſ; fs, My : Vit 1 better 
their Gold, yea ; thefin Gola, 17h "6 Reve- 
Wie ten cYojee $ Htver, Prov. 9.5. ol 5D 


oP PUS. « | 
v1 Now "WT FX Non to: TEL tcir* "Gas 
AG EN, fs Chriſt: on refer. their 


fofal* kiſts and 'pleafiires 3 or Ny 
Firms, Merchandize, Wives,” tighteoul-. 
nefs,or any- other of their own thivgs befors. 
Him; in whom God hath fitzgaredTich an 


- 


excellent and incomparable - eaſt > And in. 
whonis ſach a' true, compleat,. and eter-" 


nally blefſed and glorious proviſion of eter-. 
ne}Life, and alf Spiritual and Frernal Bleſ” 
ſings%" And to do thus alſo afcer* they. have. 
been called nnto'the Sufferinzs of Chriſt, m -; 
whith'is giver fach clear difcovery of the. 


odieuſiteſs and abominableneſs ofmens luſts* 


and' iniquities unto God 3 And, therefore 
afo of the abſolute necelliry of their being - 
wilted and cleanſed from them,” withaut _ 
which they muſt be everlaſtingly Unhappy; 


and miſerable; * And. in which Cro6ts'is alſo" : 


clearly manifefted rhe, vanity and worthleſs-: 
ncis of all thoſe objectsand things tn which”” 
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naturally they arc ſeeking. reſt, contentment, 

© happineſs to-their Souls... Yea, an to 
affcr they have beenicalled unto 'Hinz, 


| 
i 
: hon are, and'are. dilcovered to rain | 
Te better things thenany of thoſe, for | 
the ſake. whereof they. pollute. themſelyes, ; 
ind by whichthey are hindred from coming | 
£6 Chriſt that they might have Life, and be 
the Subjects.of Gods Election; What -cau- || | 
Cich deſperate ; and unreaſonable folly be, but. ; 
an highly provoking iniquity, to the King, | 
who loves His Son {o inconceivably dearly, 
and hateth fn "with an eycrlaſiing hatred)?, |} 
And what fe can this bein ſuch uoworthy: 
refuſcrs. and Thghters of. ſuch. Grace, but, 
an- incxcuſable iniquity ? . What is this. inis, 
- quity \cſs then that found; with the Fewr,,. 
wha referred a Murderer before. the Lard.. 
Glory, E  ſceing ſuch . prefer ſuch -things; 
as * tend- to their everlaſtin deſtrudtion, 
before Him ; yea in ſomereſpedts it is much, 
ter: Andyet how do many who can- 
not ſpeak of their evil without the greateſt, 
diſlike anddcteſtation, yetjuſtifie their a&;;. 
im overpaſling the decds of thoſe evil ones,,,- | 
25 Jeruſalem, is aid to have jufiified her, 
Sin  Samaria, Ezek. 16. 52,.52. Be aftor,. | 
&d 0 - ye Heavens at thi by, faith the Lord,' | 
axihe preldy afegie; be ye very deſolate; 7 & 


For 


ww 


art 
For My People bave commi ted two. Evale, - 
they bave foros Me the Fountain of living 
Waters, au heiped them out Ciſterns, broken 
terms, that cen bold #0 Water, ers 2. 12, 
13. & 17, 13. Such a bleſſed gbject aremen 
called unto by the Goſpel 3 Andſuch is- the 


Mature of Mens. iniquity. who come not-un<. 
to, Chriſt, and therefore are, not. choſeg.z, 
becauſe they prefer lics and vapity. before 
their own mercy. And, thereby jt appears, 
their ſin is exceeding ſinful, greatly x Pleas 
. Sus . , Figs. : | * 2? 
fing, and wholly inexcuſabſe that they . are, 
not EleQed}.If we further allo take in and. 
conſider what, followeth.,.. . © © x 
. 2, That the Called are not choſen, .aP=, 
pears allo to be a great iniquity, .1t wecon 1. 
der. the plaineſs and revealedneſ5 of the call; 
as compared. with that which was in fpr- 
rher times vouchlafed. . Chriſt by His Sere, 
vants hath now uſcd great plaineſs of ſpeech. 
and not as;Moſes which. put a.vail over. bis. 
Y ; «a 3s »+% \ 2 +vq 1 0 23 4 ya -y- = os ob 
face to fignihe the yalednels and. darknels. 
of that miniſtration in former. times, '2.Cer.. 
» wes 4 645 : CANAL .43 294 3H > 43 -4+ $60-v *. Ae et 
3-.12, 13, The myſtery that, was Hivd From 
Ages and Genexations is now. made; Imagi- . 
felt and revealed unto His Holy A oftles ah 
055 


. p 


Prophets by His Holy Spirit, as. formerly je 
was not made known unto.the Sons of men, 
Col. 1. 25, 26, with Eph. 3. 3--5. God” 
having 
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£ $on His well-beloved, He ſent 
Hon Bras ch laſt of all, aid fi pake unco us hy 


His S: on; Who, He harkapy Pothted Flcis? 
M fy 6: and. reſerve 4 

His Son,.. "thi thy Him i in. HigPerſonal mini: 
fication, PONY 
poſtlee,” the 27M ligh E ſhould, q: fine more 
brightly "and clearly F eh it did in former 
Ages: He hath come atig bt nto the Wall, 

who #4 the Sun of Rj ebicanſif}3 And by Him 
66 Goſpel hath beex preached according to the 
Revelation Cl the.myſtery,. Roti. 16. 25,2 
{0'as now in the Goſpel of Chrilt, a$ now re- 
vealed,” Jefis Chriſt f evidently | {tr forth 3 
one that hath been 'crucihed; for us. 


Sufferings,., the greatneſs and precl pon? T | 


them, are” brightly pourtrayed. be 
therein, Gal. 3.1. And we all with open face 
ray behold 36 ths, glaſs, (ip, this iO clear 
medium) the glory of the' Lord: > Cor. 3. 
r$: And vow t th Grace of 'G od whith bringeth 
Satuation to all men, \ 'bath appeared, .and been 
brightly manifeſted; as' in # mer. limes it 3046- 
#0t * It ras withe VA in former, times in the 
Liw, and by the Propbets': + But in this wat 
manifeſted the Love: of. God, Becaife God ſent. 
His only begotten Sdn Intof the World, that we 
might {zve thofors Him, "TT. 2; "LT 1 Joh. 4. 
q; '19. And anſ\Werably, fig is. ,now rendred 
miore 


a” - 


by the mioiſtration of His A- 
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more odious then it was in former times, 
eſpecially-the-' fin of the World. upon''s 
new account: . The' Holy Spirit, faith our Sx 


viour , ſhall convince the World of fin-:of 
fin; becauſe they” believe not on Me, Joh. 16:. 


8,9. Asallo now the holy ſpirit is pourtd 
forth upon-all fleſh, to wither it, and to ſtain 
the gtory and /goodlineſs of it, Ad&s 2. 17. 
1 Pet. 1. 23-<25. I Cor. 1. 17--20--29, Yea 
now there ts a more plain declaration'and: 
diſcovery of the Subjects of Chriſts Redemp.. 
tion, and of the love of God therein, them. 
formerly was: given forth,” to'wit, that it 
#4 faithful ſaying,” and worthy of all acceptas- 
tion, That Chrift Jeſus came into the World'th 
ſave ſinners, ({inners indefinitely, ' withorit 
exception or excluſton of any, 1 Tim. 1. 
15. That 'Chiift by the Grace of God tafted 
Death for- every man: And 'gave Himſelf a 
Renſome for #ll : "And is the Saviour of the 
World. Heb:'2. 9. 1 Tim. 2. 6, 7, Joh. 4. 
42,'& r2. 4. + Job, 4. 14; "And on this 
ground Chrift by His Servants doth befeech. 
inen, and perſwade them not 'to entertain 
or rctain evil/and hard thonghts of Him, 
ut to come unto Him, | as the 'Apoſtle Pail 
ſaith, He hath committed unto us the miniſtry 
of Reconciliation, to wit, That God wank 
Chriſt reconciling the World- unto Him?* y 
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imputing their Treſpaſſes 1 thems. —==Therefon, | 


weare Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 4s though Gad 
did beſeech you by; us, we pray. you. in Chriſts 
. ſtead. be; ye reconciled to. God,,.2 Cor, 5, 14 


much the more.the greater light and clearer 
revelation-is now vouchſafed to Men in. the 
Goſpel as now preached: and by which Men 
are called unto Chriſt, byſo, much, the, mere 
their . iniquity ; is, inexcufable, and .more 
highly diſpleafing unto. God;, Hence our 
Saviour faith, .[t ſpall be more. tolerable for 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of Judgment 
thenit ſhould be for them that -rejeted Chriſt 
.and His Goſpel, as it began to be. Preached 
in the time of His Perſonal -miniſtration, 
Mat: 10. 14, 15. & 11: 20--24« Yeait wall 
be more tolerable for Gods People in; former 
times, . who ſinned under. that dark .and 
dreadful miniſtration of the Law,as theApo: 
file ſignificth. Therefore;(becauſe God hath 
{ſpoken tous. in theſe laſtdays by His 'Son.} 
weought to give the more. carneft heed to 
the things; we have heard; leſt at any time 
we ſhould ;Jet them flip; for if the word 
ſpoken. by, Angels was. ſtedfaſt, and eyery 
.tranſgreſhon. and diſobedience. received ia 


Ji recompence of reward: How ſhall, we 


eſcape if we negle& ſo great Salvation, 
which 


" £5,-:13--29..:86 6..1. Now. then, by how 
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| which at the firſt began to be ſpoken, by the 
| Lord, and was.conhtmed unto us_by them 
that heard Him, &c. Heb. 1. I--3«& 2. 


I--4,' Andagain, He that deſpiſed Moſes Law 
died without mercy under two or-' three Wits 
neſſes : of how much ſorer -punithment; 
ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be counted worthy, who 
| hach :troden under foot the Son of God ? 
&c. Heb: 10: 28,:29; & 12, 15-r25--29, 
This-is the condemnation; that  Light-is come 
into the World (as: in: tormet times, it did 
not ) aud Men loved Darkneſs. rather thex 
Light, 8c. ' Fob. 3. 19. In the times of 
Mens ignorance Cod winked atxhem; but 
now- (- when tborow the. tender _merty of our 
God the day ſpring from on high hath viſited us, 
togive Light to them that fit in Darkyeſs, | and 
i# the ſhadow of Death ) He commandeth 
all Men every where to Repent : And they 
who will not ſo do; that they may! believe 
and come to Chriſt'i that they may be 
choſen,” will: be more ſeverely proceeded 
againſt, and dealt with in the day of 


Wrath; and Revelation of the Righteous 


Judgment of God 3: who will render 2o every 
oe according to their works, and accarding 
to 'the means vouchſafed: And ſo Wrath 
will-be rendred to 'the Few; and ſo -we 


may fay- to the Chriſtian firſt 3. and. alfo, 
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andafter unto the Gentile, Als 17:30, 3t, 
Rom. 2..4--8--12 -16.. Luth, 12. 47, 48. _. 
' 3. Their iniquity who are called by the 
Goſpel; \as:riow preached, and not choſen; 
appears” to be highly provoking, and alto, 
gether” inexcuſable, it we further conſider 
the powetfulneſs of the call in and by which 
they are called, and by which they might 
be choſen; alſo. Men" are not only. called 
with an outward call,” as we. have: before 
| faid 3 but Toe He ſends forth His Voice therein, 
and that 'a"mighty Voice :.' and ſpeaks by "His 
Spirit #6 the Spirits of Men, 1 Pet, 3. x9, 
19. with Gen:6. 3. And by this Voice. of 
His He doth awaken-them, and cauſe them 
to hear; to'the end they: might come' unto 
Chriſt, - that they might be nuade”of the 
_ Ele&-Generation. He now- ſpeaks -nnto 
the- dead Soils of Men, and His Voice is 
to the hearts 'of them; whoſe Voice all-that 
are ift the Graves ſhall: hear, and ſhall come 
forth.” Tt is the fame Almighty Voice 
that is now fent forth for converting the 
Soul; 'as-will be to raife the dead , out of 
their Graves hercafter,' but not put forth 
in 'ſtch*a manner, I mean, not irreſiftibiy; 
nay” ihdeed as to the effecting the former 
it 15 called, the Voice 'of the Son of God x 
As to'the efſectiug the latter, it is ſaid 
£4 . vY | 
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to be,7the Voice of the Son of Man, Joh. 5. 


25,127; 28.: iAmd indeed: the:powerfulneſs of 
the voice of 'Chritt, in. its preventing ope- 
ration in 'the ' Goſpel, appears to be pro- 
poundediiby our Saviour, : to: remove ſuch 
a jealouſfte as might ariſe in; Mens Hearts 
to: their own, -or others diſcouragement, 
as with reſpec to their utter.imipotency and 
helpleſmeſs in themſelves.” Hence when our 
Saviour had directed: to the: way and means 


how Men tmight: now-have- their ſtates -al- 


tered, :and be-made of the cholen Genera« 


tion, who. were :not.ſo formerly, in ſaying, 


Verily, Verily, :Þ ſay 4t#t8-\you, He (- who- 
ever He be ,):#hat beareth-:My word, and 
believeth 'on Him: that fent Me, 'hath ever. 
laſting: Life, 1atd. full \not \tome v1t0 '\condem- 
nation, :bat i5ipaſſed wut ' of Death -into Life ; 
lk any. [one-:ſhould- diſcohrygimgly 1ays 
Alas, herein 'is fignified to bs; that Men 
ate naturally - dead, //and-deſftitute of all - 
Spiritual Life; and :how: theniſheuld they 


hearz -Tothis our Saviour addeth ; Verily, 


Verily,T ſay #tnto. you-the hour iscoming,and now 
#u, when the Dead ſhall bear the Voice of the Son 
if God, "and" they that hear 'f a$\theyare thus 
prevented: ) Pall. tive. In which faying, 
though "He fil ſignifies,» audJgives us t@ 


' kaderſtand, that Men:aretiniand: of them- 


O 2 {clves 
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{clves; Dead; and ſo have no free-will :& 
-inclination-to any thing that"1s. ſpiritually 
good, yet. He both intimates that the Voice 
of; the Son of God accompanieth His Word; 
And alſo, ' that it doth ſo not only in His 
Perſonal, but alſo, an4 rather more power- 
tully, in His Spiritual Miniſtration to the 
end-of the World, to enable dead: ones to 
hear, that they.might hear and' Iive, Joh. 5, 
24, 25. &:' 7:137--39. When :perſons art 
aſleep, and. dead in fins and :treſpaſſes,” He 
then in andoby His' call m-His Goſpel, by 
the Miniſtry :of;-His Servants , awakens 
them ," and royzes them! out of that. :{ad 
condition;z Wherefore He ſaith, . Awake thou 
that ſleepeſt, dud: aviſe from. the:Dead, and 
Chrift ſhall. gina: thee: Light, 'Epl. 5. 13,14 
Ic.''is' indeed: icetainly:.true, That all Men 
are naturally:chelpleſs- in themſelves; and 
can neither will nor do any thing of then 
{lves, as:of-themielves that is ſpiritually 
200d'; But: it:3s: alſo 'as true.; That the 
Grace. of ' God: doth bring: Salvation : to 
them in_due-time; And Chriſt lighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World : Heopers Þ| © 
eth the Eyes off. the: Blind in due-time, (and | ri 
unſtoppetli their Ears in and'by His Spirit Þ| al 
wn His: Golpehc aud. is turning Men from 
Darkneſs  tor:Light,1and- from the Power of 
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Sajan upto Gods, And: then in the power 
and capacity., gtven unto . them, by Him, 
they; might_heax and ſee. and be conver- 
ted : And it, is Mens rcbelllous iniquity 
that it is not thus with! them, Tr. 2. 11, 
Job, 1.'9, &n5,.2,5. As, 26. 18. Exch, 


12,2, 3. It.,is ycrily true, That uo Max 


cax-come to Chriſt,” except the Father who 
bath ſent Chriſt draw Him, Joh. 6. 44. 


But -1t 1s. allo as..gruc, That God in and 


by Chrilt, ine dug _time, doth draw- them 
that come ,nots., He draws all Men to 
Hinſelf, Joh: 12,.3t, 32. He draws them 
who refuſe to come with-cords of a Man, 
and. bands of Love: And becauſe He knows 
What a Yoke 1s, upon them, without the 
remoyal whereof they would , be. hindred, 
therefore He takes off the Yoke on their 
Jaws, , &c. Hoſe 11. 3, 4, 5-.. And fince 
Chriſt hath finiſhed the work-which the 
Father gave Him to do. in;His own per-, 
ſonal body on the Earth 3 fince He: laid 
down His Life, and is raiſcd- agatu3 He 
bath now glorioufly, and; moſt. immea- 
ſurably received ;the ,promiſe ; ofr ; the Spi- 


rit. in the Nature of:Man: And, hath more, 


abundantly poured it. forth. on , His Szr- 
vants in their 'faithful declaring, the Goſ- 
pel_ then in former times ; {0 that the 
_ Q 3. Goſpel 
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and Life, yea, and: the Spiris alſo, 2 Cor, 
3- 6--$. Phil. 2. 16. So that it is only 
Mens own wilful and ſtubborn” refuſaliahd 
rejetion of 'the power” of Chriſt in the 
call, which hinders their coming  uyt6, 
and "being choſen by Chriſt” they cloſe 
their Eyes ©when opened) and ſtop thei 
Ears, left they ſhould ſee with, their "Eyes, 
and bear with their Ears, and underſtand 
with their Heart, and ſoould be converted, 
and He ſhould heal them,” Mat. 13: 15, 
And this alſo ſheweth _— us how. prox 
voking and, excufeleſs an iniquity It 5, 
that the called are not choſep., 

4+ jew This alſo farther apes 


ſo to be, jf we conſider the! good will 
and. gracious. intention of the Caller, in 
calling Men' by His Goſpel; whoſe love 
clearly napieſied and perpetually conimens 


Chriſt, Rom. 5. 6--$. Fob. 3 . 16, 17. Heb, 
2. 9. 'He therefore calls and ſtrercheth 


are 


Goſpel is called, the Miniſtration of Spirit | 


and gracious: heart towards ſinners 15 moſt 


ded to.us in the Croſs and Suffering of 
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it diſobedient to- the Goſpel : nor: is His 


end in calling ! them, to aggravate their 
condemnation} though their! condemnati- 
on will be apgravated, who - when \ they 
are thus calted unto the moſt High, \will 
not at all Exalt Him, Hoſ. 11. 2-+4+-7- 
But He therefore declares His Goſpel to 
them; and. therewith councelleth them 
ro come unto: Himſelf, that they. might 
lien) unto. and obey Him, that it might 
go - welt with them for -ever, . Thus our 
Saviour graciouſly acquainteth the Fews, 


who ſought to kill Him, with His gra- 


cious end in Speaking, and Preaching the 
Goſpel unto them: Theſe things T ſay that 
ye might be ſaved; Joh. 5. 16--34. And by 
His Apoſtles the Gofpel was. Preached ac- 
cording to the Revelation of the Myſtery 3 
and according 'to the Conmandement of 
the Everlaſting God made known to all 
Nations for the Obedience of Faith, Row. 
16.'25, 26, He ( indeed ). that hateth diſ= 
ſembleth with bis Lips, aud: layeth up de- 
ceit within Him :.. When be fpeaketh fair, 
or meketh his voice gracious, believe him not, 
for there are ſeven abomiuations | it bis heart, 
Prov. 26. 24-- 26, But far be it from us 
thus to think of-the. Almighty, who is. a 


God of Truth. aud without iniquity, juſt aud 
| O 
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right is He, Dent, 32. 24-4. He is: not like 


him that faith, Eat and: Driok , but! his 


heart / is not with thee, Prov.. 23: 6,7 
He faith not, come eat- of My Bread, and 


drink of the Wine I have mingled, when 


cither He: bath prepared -hone for thee, 
or hath no cordial defire and: intention 
thou ſhouldeft partake thereof ; but His 
pracious. will is , . that thou ſhouldeſt be 
ſaved, and come to the knowledge : of the 
truth, Prov. g. 1--5. With x Tim. 2. 4---6, 
And therefore He thus expoſtulates, Where. 
fore when I :came mas there na Man? | wheit 
T called was there none-to auſwer ? But how 
appears it that they did not. anſwer His 
call? This 1s - declared -to us in another 
Scripture z They did Evil before Mine Eyes, 
and choſe that in which IT delighted not. In 
which is plainly ſigniticd- to us, that His 
end 1n,coming .and calling was, that they 
might ave done what was good 4n . His 
Eyes, and. choſen that in which He de- 
lighted, that ſo they might have been of 
His | choſen -ones indeed.: - Compare. and: 
_ der 1/a, \50. 2. with. chapt. 66. 3, 4 
& chapt. 65. 12--15. 

By all which it evidently appeareth, that 
it is their great iniquity who are called by: 


the Servants in. their preaching the. Goſpel 
of 


of 
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of Chriſt, that they anſwer not His call 


who accompanieth them,.- and: ſo. are not 


choſen : This is -that iniquity. which is (6 
greatly provoking unto. the great King, 
that He thus threatnerh toideal with {uch 
5 are guilty. of it : Therefore. will. { num- 
her: youu to the Sword, and ye ſhall all buwp 
diwn to the ſlaughter, becauſe when 1 called 
y. did not anſwer : when I fpake ye. did' 
ut hear, but did evil before: Mine Eyes, and 
did chuſe that wherein T delighted not, Theres 
fore behold My Servants ( My choſen ones 
who did anſwer My call |!) ſpall eat, but 
ye ſhall be hungry : Behold: My Servant. ſhall 
drink,, but, ye ſhall be thirſty : Behold My 
Servants ſhall rejoyce, but ye ſhall be aſha- 
med : ' Behald My Servants ſhall ſing for joy 
of heart, but 'ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, 
aud ye ſhall howl for vexation: of ſpirit. » 
And. ye (hall leave your name for a curſe unto 
My- choſen, 8c. Iſa. 65. 12-<15., With Prov, 
1: 24--32. & Mat. 22.13, 14. | 

And it appears to be an inexcuſable ini-": 
quity, that thoſe who are {o called arenot 
choſen : There will he no Cloak, for their fin. 
They: cannot plead that Chriſt never dyed. 
for them, .or that ſaving Grace. was not 
afforded to them for bath theſe are falſe, 
35 we have ſaid and ſhewn : But they =_ 
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be convineed in the day of the Revelation 
ef-the Righteous. Judgment of. God, that 


their 'Deſtru@ion and Non-cle@ion wig 
wholly of themſelves: And therefore they 
will be found-ſpeechlefs, as 'the Man was 


who had not on the Wedding Garment.  -: 
'Let the corifideration then of all ſaid; move 
andprevail with us all fo ro receive the Elec. 


ting Grace of God, that we may be of the 


number.accordingto the Election of Grace. 


And: kt us-not: liſten to. ſach deſperate ſays 


ings. as theſe {| If I be Ele&ed no tins can 
bereaye me' off Heaven; if I be Reproba- 


ted "no good deeds can help me to Heas 


veil, | But be we well aſſured, that the 
Scripturs ſpeaketh of none as the Sub- 
Jadts ? of © Gads: Election to Salvation, 
while: they' continue : in their natural 
coudition: and: tilthineſs: nor of any Re- 


probated before they. were born, or Chriſt. 


Preached' by . His Spirit to. their Spirits : 
But all Men, while it is the day of Gods 
Grace and: Patience towards them, may, 
thorow - His Grace which bringeth Salva- 


tion\ ta them,” come to Chritt,. the prime - 
Ek&q. one; and root-of Elecgion, and fo. 
be: zeckoned after Him. 'Gad hath given” 
His: 'Son: to; be the fign of His: Gracious - 


heart: towards: all finners3 [And to that: 
<< End. 


# 
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End hath given Him by His. Grace'- to: taft 
bh cath for every. Man, and. hath raiſed Hin 
in from; the.Dead tor their Juſtification 
nd_ hath. given, them Eternal Life, and 
| this; Life 15, 1n His, Son : And ſent Him it 
"| thc Goſpel to open their Eycs, - and to 
bring forth the., Priſoners out. of the Pri« 
ſon, and them that ſit in. darkneſs. out of 
the Priſon-houſez that in obeying Him they: 
might be called out of Darknels: into His 
marycllous Light, and therein. be of the 
choſen Generation, Iſa. 42. 1--7. with 
1 Pet. 2.: 9.. Oh: let none of us reje& His 
Grace, nor receive it in 'vain ; But let 
ys, who are hearers of the word of truth, 
ſ. logk into . the, perfe&t law. of Liberty, 
and: continue therein, that we may not be: 
forgetful hearers, but docrs-of the work, 
that we may be bleſſed. in our deed, both 
now, and unto the day of Eternity. Oh!: 
that we may not. deceive ow own Souls, 
In, making a trade of hearing, and yet ſe-" 
cretly prefer, our Luſts and Idols befoxe' 
Him, unto. whom God hath gtven the pre-\ 
eminence in all. things: If we ſhould thus! 
do, what ſhall we fay when. God rifeth\ 


"up? And when He ſhall judge the World/ 


in.Righteouſnc(s; i what ſhall we anſwer -. 
Him? Others , may. ſay for themſelves,” 


JN ( though 
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(though unprofitably and wickedly ) iy 
knew- thou art an hard and: auſtere ON 
Reaping where Thou haſt not Sown, and te 
Gathering where Thou 'haft not Strawy, | 4þ 
They: may ſay our 'Teachers perſwaded"'ys | 4 
that Chriſt died not-for all; and we knew | w 
not. whither He died for- us : nor- wat | 'g] 
there any true and faving' Grace vouch: | G 
fafed to- us, if it had, weſhould have done ws 
| better. But thus, according to that Judy- " 
ment-you protels to belteve,- you” cannot 
plead. You have heard' and been calle 
by the Goſpel of Chriſt, ' the 'doGrine 'ac- 
cording. to Godlinels : And if you- be not 
allo choſen, you know it is only. your 
own iniquity'z And therefore your knzw 
there remaineth- nothing but -a certain' 
fearful looking ' for of Judgment and fiery 
Indignation', which. ſhall devour all them' 
that- obey not the Goſpel. Your Mouths: 
have been already, and "often ſtopt by the: 
Goſpel, ſo as'you cannot but confeſs that 
God. is not willing with your Perdition;. 
And if you Perifh, your Deftraction will 
| be altogether -of ' your ſelves, * Oh then! 
laying apart all Filthmeſs and fi uperflujty, of” 
Nano btineſs , receive with Meekneſs the in-! 

graffed' word", which 4 "able *t0 ſave your. 
Sante.” -Oh that when 1t 1s too late, be 
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We | may not take up that complaint 3 - Hopp 


. by, 


have ' we hated Inftrutfion , aud our heart 
defpiſed. Reproof' And+ we have not obeyed 
the voice of. owr Teachers, nor inclined our Ears 
to them that infleuied s. It it ſhould be {6 
with :any- of us,; this will gnaw upon us to. 
al Eternity; that when we were affured from 


| Gods Teſtimony of Gods good will towards 


us; and that Chriſt wrought Redemption for 
us;\ and thorow the diſcovery: thereof was 
powerfully | Redeeming and ' Chooſing, us 
trom the Earth,” and from amongſt Men, yet 
willingly. -and wilfully we, . by obſerving 
lying vanities, did forſake our own mercy, 
Jonah 2. 8. That wefor love to our fins:and 
vanities,” the {infulnefs and vanity :whereof 
we faw-in the Crofs of Chrift, and when 
infinitely better things were propoſcd to. us, 
ſhould'yet in our hearts love Darkneſs, and 
the: Devil:, rather -then Light'and Chriſt. 


| How. can our heart endure the remembrance 
hereof! Or how:can our hands. be ſtrong 


when+ He ſhall plead with us ! Oh confider 
this ye-that forget God, and ſpzud your ino- 
ney. tor that which is not Bread! : Aud fo 
conſider the terronr of the Lord, as: eviden=- 
ced in the Croſs of Chritt, that the time paſt 
of your life may ſuficEyou to have wrought 
the will of the Gentiles And that now you 
may 
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s:Rcline your ear, and come unto Him why Y 


calleth you by His Servants, - that you may 
hear, that your Souls may live, and Heitmy 
makean everlaſting covenant with you, ew 
che ſure mercies of David. . Oh! benot'lik 
to them, ' unto and concerning whom the 


Lord faith: ſtand ye'in the ways andjer;ail || 


ark for the old Paths, whtre is the good way;ail 
walk, therein, and ye (ſhall. find reſt for :you 
Sonls : but they ſaid we 'will not walk\therem, 
Alſo I fet 'Witchmen' over you ſaying, heavkn 
to the ſonnd of the Trumpet, but they ſaigem 
wil not bearken. For be we well affured;if:{uch 
iniquity be found with us, and perlifted in/by 
us, that we will not come'to Chriſt, . who. js 


the'reft-; 7 nor hearken'nnto, 'and obey the 


_ Fruttpet/ of His Goſpel; | if we will not 
be choſen, after all meansuſed, and patience 
exerciſed,” He will at laft ſay of us as Be:dil 


of them : "The Bellows ave burnt, the Lead 's 


conſumed of the fire, the Founder melteth_ it 
vain, for the wicked are not plucked away.” Re- 
probate filvzr ſhall: men call them, becauſe the 
Lord hathirejefed them, Jer.6.16,17--2 9,30. 
Conſider what is ſaid, andthe Lord give us 
underſtanding in all things. 195 
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-Southwoad, at the Star next id Ser- 
jants: Inn i» 'Chancery- lane, 


TE Brazery Serpent, or Gods grand de- 
nfor Mans Salvation 3 a pra&ticald 
arſe according to the Primitive Dodttifc, 


1n 49 by Joh) Horn of Linn Regis. 


| Needful Connce] for: Lukewarin Chiiftic 
ans, beivg aconfideration of' fotne patt of 
the Meflage ſent.to the Angel of the Chiirch 
of Laodicea a {calonable difcorirfe accortlifig; 
to the Pritnitive DoErine, in 49. by Charles. 
Phelpes of Lyn Regzs. 

The wonderful  nllog his Councel 
ind Charge tohis Diſciples to have Salt! in 
themſelves, that by the powerful and ſeaforfo 


mg Efficacy thereof , they inight hdve Love: " 


eace and Bnity one - with another 4, a'blefie 
ſcarching, Difconrſe according to the; Pritmis/ 
tive Doctrine t whereunto- 1s annexed ſome 
confideratidns bn Red. 22, 14: Tod His Come 
wand ments, 111/39. by Thomds Mor, Sen. | 
Englands Improvement Reviv'd, a Trea« 
tile of Hizsbahdry by Land 'and Set, The- 
Planting .of: Trees, Orchards and: Gardens; 
with the feveral ways of improving all forts 
of barief> and waft Grounds; and enriching 
all Earthsy: with two Chaitns: to plant Seeds 
or Setts by; and _ 'The nature/dnd 


yirtue 


Cattel, and obſervations about Sheep, with 
many- remarks never before extant, in yo, 
expcrienced-in thirty years practiſe, by Fohy 
Smith, Gent. : 

- The reward of: the Wiſe, and the fruitful 
Chriſtians future Bleſſedneſs, being a Funea 
ral diſcourſe at:the burial of Mr. Thomas Myr 
Sen. in 89. by Fobn Horn of Lynn Regis, © 
-  - Theobje@tof Love, wherein. it is mani. 

feſted, and wherein it is: tþ be perceived by 
usatall times, to the end we may love one 
another, in 89. by Charles Phelpes of Eyni 


7 ToſtruRions for Children into the chi 
Grounds of Chriſtian Religion, | with the 
great myſteries of Redemption, Faith, Works, 
Law, Goſpel, yea, and of Predeftination, 
Election, :Reprobation, being opened, there- 
in agreeable to Scripture, and moſt-condu- 
cing to the promoting of Godlinefs, 
by. Jobu Horn of Lynn Regis : -the ſecond Edis 
tion ſomewhat abbreviated. | 
 AcomfortableCorroborativeCordial againſt 
the fears and harms of Death, affording di- 
reQions how to live and dye. _ | 
Run from Romeand beware of Babylor., or 
briefnotes upon the Beaſt, his Image, Worſhip 


and Mark, in 8% by .Fobhn Horwof Lyn Regis 
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virtue of Trees," Plants, and Herbs, and their 
phiſical dire&ions. Alſo the..ordering of | 
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Age3,l. 7, r. outer. p.s.1.13.r. Hade under. p.li 

L, 21, r. their. P. 19. 16, r. all, p. 24. 1,13. I. 
'poſtle. P. 34+ 1. 30-Tr. is ſo. p. 39. 8.r. amongſt the. 
$0.1. 25. I- 0W". P. 55.1, 14. I, 45 art, Pe 59.1. 28, 
r, 4navoidable. p.81.l. 3. r. cannot. p. 84.1. 27. r.151ts 
p, 86. 1. 15.7. 1 Theſ. p. 89.1. 20. I. Son. 1. 24. I. Que-4e 
, 90,1.13.r. Elef. p. 106, 1. 6.r. enemy, for the r. and. 
Fu pitched. p. 107.1. 21 dele triving for the Faith. 
ps 108, 1. 11.7, SubjefFr, 1, 19, r. intended. 1, 19 Y.7s. 
P. IC9. 1. 3-r. 71 bis. pile, 1.3.1. 77. P. 114 1. 24. 
T. ing. 1. 25. I, however, p. 116. 1.2.T. a5 are. p18. 
L 21, r: them. p. 121.1, 24. r, ſubjefts, p 124, 1. 23.I. 
deſpair. Pe 126, 1. 7.x. them into bis. p. 139- 1.20 r, 
dhat. P., 140. 1; 9. r. Parables, -1. 19. r. 'hearers of the 
word, P. 144, 1, ii. r. immediately P. 151. 1. 4.T. An- 
wer. p.ig4 1.8, r, ſtrait gate, p.158,1. 3.r.0r10* p. 
1601, 8, r. mens P. i631. I. 7nto, P. 181, 1. 3. I. abazt 
\ P. 182, 1, i, I, #navailableneſs, p i89; 1. 29.T, bimſelf; 


